Truckers blockade 


Judge orders protesters in Canada to end 
five-day blockade of bridge. NEWS, PAGE 4 
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UConn men fall to Xavier 


Cold shooting plagues No. 24 Huskies in 
74-68 loss to No. 25 Xavier. SPORTS, PAGE 1 
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Huskies bounce back 


Juhasz, Williams lead UConn women to an 
84-60 victory over DePaul. SPORTS, PAGE 1 
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Judge summoned to explain absence 


State Supreme Court wants to know why she has 
not shown up in two years despite $350K salary 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


The Connecticut Supreme 
Court has summoned a Superior 
Court judge to explain why she 
has been absent from the bench for 
more than two years while collect- 
ing more than $350,000 in salary. 

Superior Court Judge Alice 


Bruno is to appear before the 
state’s high court on April 5 “to 
show cause why this Court should 
not commence proceedings to 
either suspend or remove Judge 
Bruno from her judicial office for 
potential violations of the Code 
of Judicial Conduct,” the court’s 
chief clerk wrote in an order dated 
Thursday. 


Bruno, who has not been to work 
since November 2019, will have to 
show “why her failure to perform 
judicial functions for at least the 
last two years” does not violate 
conduct rules that include promot- 
ing confidence in the judiciary and 
“competence, diligence and coop- 
eration,” the order says. 

Courant columnist Kevin 
Rennie wrote about Bruno in two 
columns late last year, describing 
her yearslong chronic absence 
from the bench through a series of 
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emails obtained through FOI. 
Two months after Bruno 
stopped showing up for work at 
Waterbury court, Deputy Chief 
Court Administrator Judge Eliz- 
abeth A. Bozzuto told her in an 
email, “It has come to the attention 
of this office that you have failed 
to render decisions in a number 
of cases that you presided over in 
Bridgeport and Hartford ... Your 
failure to track these cases and 
render decisions on them is unfair 
to the bar, the litigants and your 


Republican leader Vincent Candelora holds the door Thursday to the House floor as Republican legislators Rosa Rebimbas and Anne Dauphinais leave 
under protest after Speaker Matt Ritter enforced the room’s mask mandate. Republican Reps. Kimberly Fiorello and Gale Mastrofrancesco, neither 
pictured, also left the room. MARK MIRKO/HARTFORD COURANT 


What happens when 
school mask rule ends? 


Connecticut House vote to halt mandate on Feb. 28 raises questions 


By Christopher Keating 


Who will be in charge now? 


Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — The statewide school mask 
mandate is scheduled to end Feb. 28 — mark- 
ing a sharp change in the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic that has lasted nearly two years. 


How did we get here? 

The state House of Representatives voted 
Thursday night to end the mask mandate after 
Gov. Ned Lamont declined to ask for an exten- 
sion of his emergency powers, in which he 
initially imposed the mandate. 


What happens next? 

The state Senate is scheduled to vote Monday 
on ending the mandate and extending some of 
Lamont’s executive orders that would other- 
wise expire. 


The local school boards will have the author- 
ity to impose a mask policy in the individual 
towns, starting after Feb. 28. Mayors, first 
selectmen and town councils will not have that 
power, legislators said. 


Why was the mandate not ended immediately? 

Lamont and legislators wanted to give the 
towns time to prepare, including after many 
schools will be closed for days or the full week 
of President’s Day on Feb. 21. 


What do public school teachers think? 

Many teachers favor the masks. A survey by 
the Connecticut Education Association, the 
state’s largest teachers union, showed that 62% 
would continue wearing a mask if it became 
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62° 


Share of Connecticut teachers 
who would continue wearing 
masks in school if it becomes 
optional, according to a survey 
by the Connecticut Education 
Association, the state’s largest 
teachers union. 


MORE COVERAGE 


Connecticut’s House of 
Representatives voted 86-62, 
mostly along party lines, to shift 
decisions on masks in schools 
from the Capitol to local school 
boards. The bill heads to the 
Senate, which is expected to 
vote on it Monday. Page 3 


US accelerates Ukraine warnings 


Says Russia could 
invade within days; 
3,000 GIs to Poland 


By Matthew Lee, 
Aamer Madhani 
and Vladimir Isachenkov 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The Biden 
administration on Friday escalated 
its dire warnings about a possible 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, saying 
it could take place within days, even 
as emergency diplomatic efforts 
continued. Adding to the sense of 
crisis, officials said Biden ordered 
another 3,000 U.S. troops to Poland. 

The White House said it still 


didn’t know if Russian President 
Vladimir Putin had made a deci- 
sion to invade, but it said Putin has 
assembled all the elements to do 
so quickly and told Americans in 
Ukraine to leave within the next 48 
hours. 

The stark warning acceler- 
ated the projected timeframe for 
a potential invasion, which many 
analysts have believed was unlikely 
until after the Winter Olympics in 
China end on Feb. 20. The height- 
ened U.S. rhetoric followed new 
intelligence that showed another 
increase in Russian troops near the 
Ukrainian border and the start of a 
major Russian military exercise in 
neighboring Belarus. 
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U.S. soldiers line up Friday during a visit by NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg to Romania. ANDREEA ALEXANDRU/AP 


colleagues on the bench.” 

Bruno’s lawyer, Jacques J. 
Parenteau, has said that “follow- 
ing emergency hospitalization for 
a cardiac procedure in November 
2019, Judge Bruno has been ona 
leave of absence to address several 
health issues.” 

Parenteau wrote in an email 
Friday that he could not comment 
on the show cause order, but “I can 
say that the issue of Judge Bruno’s 
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Syndrome 
affecting 


children 


on the rise 


State seeing uptick 
in rare inflammatory 
response to COVID-19 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut has seen a recent 
increase in multisystem inflam- 
matory syndrome in children, 
a condition that can develop 
several weeks after a COVID-19 
infection, hospital officials say. 

“Last week alone we saw 10 
admissions for MIS-C,” said Alex 
Hogan, a hospitalist at Connecti- 
cut Children’s Medical Center 
who treats patients with the 
condition. “Double the most the 
hospital had ever had.” 

First detected in the spring of 
2020, MIS-C is a condition in 
which vital organs can become 
inflamed, often causing severe 
illness and hospitalization. The 
syndrome can be deadly, though 
most patients eventually recover. 

Physicians at local hospitals 
say they had been seeing MIS-C 
at relatively low levels until about 
late December, when patients 
began to show up in greater 
numbers. 

The explanation for the uptick 
is this, Hogan said: MIS-C 
follows COVID-19. After a winter 
in which tens of thousands of 
Connecticut children tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19, it was natu- 
ral that MIS-C would show up at 
unprecedented levels. 

“MIS-C waves happen two-to- 
six weeks after a huge spike in 
cases,” Hogan said. “It’s almost 
inevitable that if there’s a big 
spike in cases there’s going to be 
a big spike in MIS-C.” 

MIS-C remains extremely rare, 
with about 110 cases recorded in 
Connecticut since the start of 
the pandemic, according to the 
Department of Public Health. 

But in the wake of the omicron 
surge, the state has been seeing 
more cases in recent weeks that 
any other time since the condi- 
tion was discovered. 

At Yale New Haven Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, doctors saw 
only 19 cases of MIS-C from July 
through December, followed by 
13 in January alone and four so 
far in February. 

“In about six weeks we’ve 
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Champagne to be 
fourth GOP senator 


to retire in key year 


State Sen. Dan Champagne 
said Friday that he is not 
seeking reelection — the fourth 
Republican incumbent to 

retire during a key political year. 
Connecticut, Page 1 
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“We can’t pinpoint the day at 
this point, and we can’t pinpoint 
the hour, but that is a very, very 
distinct possibility,’ President Joe 
Biden’s national security adviser 
Jake Sullivan said. “The strong 
possibility of action, the distinct 
possibility of action, in a relatively 
near term time frame ... is backed 
up by our view of what’s happen- 
ing on the ground.” 

“We continue to see signs of 
Russian escalation, including new 
forces arriving at the Ukrainian 
border,” he added. “As we’ve said 
before, we are in the window when 
an invasion could begin at any time 
should Vladimir Putin decide to 
order it.” 

Russian Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharova 
retorted immediately: “The 
hysteria of the White House is 
more indicative than ever. The 
Anglo-Saxons need a war. At any 
cost. Provocations, misinformation 
and threats are a favorite method 
of solving their own problems.” 

Biden has said U.S. troops will 
not enter Ukraine to contest 
any Russian invasion, but he has 
bolstered the U.S. military pres- 
ence in Europe as reassurance to 
allies on NATO’s eastern flank. On 
Friday the Pentagon said Biden 
ordered a further 3,000 soldiers 
to Poland, on top of 1,700 who are 
on their way there. Together they 
form an infantry brigade of the 
82nd Airborne Division. 
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seen about as many kids as we did 
for the previous six months,” Dr. 
Tom Murray, the hospital’s associ- 
ate medical director for infection 
prevention said. 

Though no MIS-C patients at 
Yale New Haven Children’s Hospi- 
tal have died, Murray said, about 
30% have required intensive care. 

“There aren’t many infections 
that cause post-infectious compli- 
cations like this that have the poten- 
tial of putting you in the intensive 
care unit’ Murray said. “So 13 [in 
January] is avery large number.” 

Dr. Juan Salazar, physician-in- 
chief at Connecticut Children’s, 
said there was initially some ques- 
tion whether the omicron variant 
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Anna Pylypivna, one of the few residents who did not abandon their homes in the frontline village of 
Novooleksandrivka, eastern Ukraine, looks out a window of her home Monday. VADIM GHIRDA/AP 


Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken, who is currently in 
Australia, was the first senior U.S. 
official to say publicly that an inva- 
sion could come before the end of 
the Olympics. 

Repeating Blinken’s earlier 
caution to U.S. citizens in Ukraine, 
Sullivan said: “The risk is high 
enough and the threat is now 
immediate enough that prudence 
demands that it is the time to leave 
now.” 

Sullivan would not discuss the 


would lead to MIS-C but that the 
answer was “unequivocally yes.” 

“Some of those kids have been 
pretty sick,’ said Salazar, who is 
conducting research on MIS-C. 
“Some of them have been in the 
ICU.” 

Connecticut Children’s has 
also not seen any children die of 
MIS-C, Salazar said. 

The good news, experts say, is 
that MIS-C almost never occurs in 
vaccinated children. At Connecti- 
cut Children’s, Salazar estimates 
that 98% of cases have come 
among children either too young 
to be vaccinated or whose parents 
have chosen not to vaccinate them. 

“Some of them are slightly 
older kids who should have vacci- 
nated months ago,” Salazar said. 
“Vaccines prevent this stuff, so it’s 
still frustrating that so many have 
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details of the intelligence behind 
the new U.S. assessment and 
denied a report that American 
officials believe Putin has made 
the decision to invade. But he said 
the situation is increasingly fragile 
and that the U.S. and its allies must 
be prepared. 

“We believe he very well may 
give the final ‘go order’” soon, 
Sullivan said. “That is a very 
distinct possibility.” 

Biden spoke to a number of 
European leaders on Friday to 


not been vaccinated.” 

Not only do vaccines make chil- 
dren less likely to get COVID-19, 
and therefore less likely to get 
MIS-C, they also block MIS-C 
specifically, Salazar said. 

“The vaccinated kids who may 
still have breakthrough COVID 
don’t get MIS-C, or very rarely get 
MIS-C,’ Salazar said. 

Though all children age 5 and 
older have been eligible for vacci- 
nation since November, only 45% 
of Connecticut residents 5-11 
had received at least one dose as 
of Thursday, by far the lowest of 
any age group according to state 
numbers. 


No predictions 


Beyond vaccination, Hogan says, 
the best way to prevent outbreaks 


DAILY 
SUDOKU 


le 








underscore the concerns raised by 
US. intelligence about the poten- 
tial imminence of a Russian inva- 
sion. Sullivan said the Western 
leaders were completely united 
and would respond harshly to a 
Russian invasion with devastating 
economic and trade sanctions. 
The Kremlin said that Putin and 
Biden would speak by phone Satur- 
day, at the White House’s request, 
The New York Times reported. 
Britain’s defense secretary, 
meanwhile, was visiting Moscow 


of MIS-C is to prevent transmis- 
sion of COVID-19 among children. 

“We should be doing everything 
we can to stop kids from getting 
COVID,” he said. “Because you 
don’t know which of the thousand 
kids who get COVID in the school 
are going to end up with MIS-C 
and which of those are going to end 
up in the ICU” 

Symptoms of MIS-C can vary 
case-by-case, but the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion advises parents to look for 
prolonged fever plus some combi- 
nation of stomach pain, bloodshot 
eyes, diarrhea, dizziness or light- 
headedness, skin rash and vomit- 
ing. Hogan said rashes in particular 
are present in at least 70% of cases 
he sees. 

Physicians say it can be difficult 
to predict which kids will develop 
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in another effort to ease tensions 
over a possible invasion. Ben 
Wallace’s trip came a day after 
British Foreign Secretary Liz Truss 
held frosty negotiations in Moscow 
to urge Russia to pull back over 
100,000 troops near Ukraine. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov characterized that meeting 
in blunt and scathing terms, call- 
ing it a “conversation between deaf 
and dumb.” 

Russia opened massive war 
games in Belarus on Thursday 
that are due to run through next 
weekend but says it has no plans to 
invade Ukraine. It wants the West 
to keep Ukraine and other former 
Soviet countries out of NATO. It 
also wants NATO to refrain from 
deploying weapons there and 
to roll back alliance forces from 
Eastern Europe — demands flatly 
rejected by the West. 

Speaking at the start of his talks 
with Wallace, Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu noted that 
“the military-political situation in 
Europe is growing increasingly 
tense, and it’s not our fault.” 

Shoigu noted that shipments 
of weapons to Ukraine by the 
US., Britain and other allies have 
contributed to the tensions and 
pointed to the recent deployment 
of British soldiers to Ukraine, 
asking why they were sent and 
how long they will stay. 

Speaking after the talks, Wallace 
noted that the anti-tank missiles 
that Britain sent to Ukraine were 
defensive tactical weapons that do 
not pose a threat to any neighbor 
unless it invades. 


MIS-C, which often occurs in 
patients who had relatively mild 
cases of COVID-19. 

“If you have a child who’s got 
a persistent fever and abdominal 
pain or belly pain and a rash, they 
really should call their pediatri- 
cian and be evaluated,” Murray 
said. 

Hospital officials say they expect 
to continue seeing MIS-C cases for 
several more weeks to come. With 
Connecticut now past the worst of 
its omicron-fueled surge, though, 
Salazar says he’s hopeful MIS-C 
will fade before long. 

“T think we'll still see patients 
over the next two weeks and then 
it will begin to go down” he said, 
“and hopefully this time go away.” 


Alex Putterman can be reached 
at aputterman@courant.com. 
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House votes for local decisions on school masks 


Lawmakers support shifting future rulings 
to school boards; Senate to vote next week 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — State legislators 
battled sharply Thursday night over 
the highly controversial issue of 
mandating masks in schools before 
deciding to send the decision to 
local school boards. 

After an-all day marathon at the 
state Capitol, the House of Repre- 
sentatives voted 86-62 along mostly 
party lines to shift the future deci- 
sions from the state Capitol to the 
municipalities. Nine moderate 
Democrats joined with all Repub- 
licans in voting against the bill 
shortly before 10 p.m. 

Since the coronavirus pandemic 
is unpredictable, Democratic legis- 
lators said the current statewide 
mandate will be lifted on Feb. 28 
— but could be reimposed in the 
future if the virus spikes again in 
Connecticut. 

“Could the governor and the 
department of health ... reim- 
pose the statewide mandate? The 
answer is yes,” said Rep. Michael 
D’Agostino, a Hamden Democrat 
who introduced the bill. “But there 
are no plans to do so.” 

The future decisions on masks 
would be made by local school 
boards — not mayors or boards of 
selectmen, legislators said. The 
decisions at day care centers would 
be made by the individual private 
day care operators, they said. The 
measure now goes to the Democrat- 
ic-controlled state Senate, which is 
expected to vote Monday. 

But Republicans blasted the idea, 
saying that the mandate should be 
ended immediately for numerous 
reasons, including that the World 
Health Organization has not 
recommended masking for chil- 
dren under the age of 5. 

They added that some school 
board members do not want to 


Masks 


from Page 1 


optional, while 38% would not. Over- 
all, 55% of teachers surveyed support 
the mask mandate, while 40% say it 


should end. 


Who oversees day care? 


The individual private day care 
operators across the state will decide 
the mask policy at their centers, 


legislators said. 


Will some towns opt out 
and drop masks entirely? 
Yes. 


The school board in Winsted, 
for example, recently voted unani- 
mously that it would not require chil- 
dren to wear masks. Three-quarters 
of parents responding to a survey 
said they — not the school board — 
should decide if their children wear 


masks. 


make the decision on a highly 
contentious issue. 

Rep. Rosa Rebimbas, a Naugatuck 
Republican, said state legislators 
feel uncomfortable when sitting 
in the historic House chamber at 
the state Capitol for four hours — 
compared to a young child wearing 
a mask for 10 hours a day. Legisla- 
tors, she said, have more chances to 
take amask break than the students 
have in school. 

“Are you kidding me?” Rebimbas 
asked on the House floor. “Those 
kids don’t have a choice.” 

State Rep. William Petit, a medi- 
cal doctor who serves as the ranking 
member of the legislature’s public 
health committee, said the legis- 
lature has been dealing with the 
pandemic since March 2020. 

“When we’re down to positiv- 
ity rates in the 5, 6, 7 percent range 
... | think at this point — speaking 
as the father of an 8-year-old — I 
think we have the tools in hand to 
protect ourselves,” Petit said on the 
House floor. “We have vaccinations 
and the booster. We have mask- 
ing. Obviously, masking has been 
debated vigorously. ... [Masks] have 
to be fitted and worn properly.” 

Petit added, “We’re past the time 
that this has to be mandated. We 
don’t know what’s coming. There 
could be a new variant, but we'll 
have to deal with it when it comes 
— if it comes. ... We’re past the 
pandemic phase.” 

While Republicans oppose the 
masks, many teachers in public 
schools favor them. A survey by the 
Connecticut Education Association, 
the state’s largest teachers’ union, 
said that 62% would continue wear- 
ing a mask if it became optional, 
while 38% would not. Overall, 55% 
of teachers surveyed support the 
mask mandate, while 40% say it 
should end. 

House majority leader Jason 


Willthere be disputes in towns 
over an emotional issue? 
That’s possible. 


School board meetings have seen 
contentious opposition to mandated 
masks throughout the pandemic 
during public comment periods and 
occasional protests. Several meetings 
in towns across Connecticut were 
ended abruptly because members of 
the audience refused to wear masks 


Rojas of East Hartford has three 
school-age children who would 
prefer not to wear masks “but they 
do it for a greater good” to keep their 
grandmother safe as she undergoes 
chemotherapy in New Haven. 

Rojas said that legislators 
frequently talk about local control, 
but some opposed that idea when 
they had the chance. 

“Now we’re attempting to do 
that, and people don’t want to do 
that,’ Rojas said. 

Republicans offered an amend- 
ment that would have allowed 
parents and guardians to have their 
child opt out of any requirements 
regarding masks in schools. Some 
Republicans said children have 
suffered fear, stress, anxiety and 
mental health problems from wear- 
ing masks. Democrats pushed back 
to defeat the opt-out idea, which 
failed on a mostly party line vote of 
90-56 with three members absent. 

Rep. Charles Ferraro, a West 
Haven Republican, said that 
some children in the schools have 
suffered negative impacts from 
masking. 

“Parents have noticed not just the 
social decline ... but have noticed 
that many of the children are facing 
mental health issues after masking 
up for the last two years,” Ferraro 
said. “We’re no longer in an emer- 
gency situation. ... We should give 
our children their lives back. ... 
When I go to sporting events with 
20,000 or 40,000 people, most of 
them are not wearing masks.” 

Rep. Greg Howard, a parent of 
two children and a Stonington 
police detective, said that parents 
make decisions on a regular basis 
on whether they should allow their 
sons to play football or engage in 
many other activities in which they 
could be injured. 

“These are the parents who show 
up and step in where other parents 
don’t,” Howard said. “They can 
make good decisions, and we ought 
to let them. We should not stand in 
the way.... These volunteers who sit 


continue to be required to be vacci- 
nated or take a COVID test before 
being allowed into the home. That 
provision will be extended to March 
15, while other short-term provi- 
sions will last until April 15. None of 
the provisions are being permanently 
written into state law, providing flex- 
ibility for the legislature to make 
changes, depending on the severity 


of the pandemic. 


as required; sometimes police were 


called. 


Ifthe pandemic spikes again, could 
the mask mandate be reimposed? 


Yes. 


While Lamont’s emergency 
powers are set to expire on Feb. 15, 
they could be restored at a future 
date by the Democratic-controlled 
legislature if the virus starts to spread 


again. 


What other executive orders 
did the House vote to extend? 


Visitors to nursing homes will 


What about the homeless? 


The bill also allows the state to 
provide housing for people who are 
at high risk of contracting the coro- 
navirus, such as homeless people 
who may otherwise be crammed 
into shelters in close quarters. The 
House voted separately on a resolu- 
tion to obtain millions of dollars from 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to pay for the temporary 


housing for the homeless. 


Christopher Keating can be reached 


at ckeating@courant.com 
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on the board of education should 
not have the responsibility kicked 
down to them by us.” 

Despite the widespread use of 
masks over the past two years in 
Connecticut and other states, some 
Republicans questioned their use. 

“The government does not 
own our children,” said Rep. Anne 
Dauphinais, a conservative Repub- 
lican from Danielson. “No studies, 
none, not one, show that masks are 
effective. Even the N-95 masks have 
to be fitted to your face.” 

Rep. Doug Dubitsky, a Chaplin 
Republican, said, “Masks are not 
safe and effective. Just the opposite. 
They are unsafe and ineffective. ... 
They’re not necessary because chil- 
dren are not significant vectors for 
COVID-19-” 

But Rep. Jonathan Steinberg, a 
Westport Democrat who co-chairs 
the legislature’s public health 
committee, said that masks are 
effective — despite what Dubitsky 
said. 

“For every study cited by my 
colleague, I can give you a dozen 
that are peer reviewed that says 
masks are effective,’ Steinberg said, 
adding that he didn’t want to argue 
about the science at 9:40 p.m. after 
more than five hours of debate. 

“T don’t think we as a legislature 
are really that far apart,” Steinberg 
said. “We’re on the brink of getting 
beyond this thing” 

D*Agostino, the chief Democratic 
proponent, said the legislature was 
making the right move. 

“We return to local election offi- 
cials — in the great tradition of local 
control in this state — the decision 
on whether to require masks in 
schools,” D’Agostino said. 

“There are people who think that 
[mask mandate] should have been 
gone months, months ago,” he said. 
“What this bill does is a compro- 
mise — in the great decisions of this 
chamber.” 

The moderate Democrats who 
voted with Republicans against 
the bill included Rep. Jill Barry 


Judge 


from Page 1 


ber 2020.” 


health condition.” 


absence was misrepresented 
in press reports by Kevin 
Rennie’s article when he 
failed, or refused to publish, 
that I told him Judge Bruno 
has been seeking an accom- 
modation supported by 
medical reports since Octo- 


Rennie did write in his 
December column, “Bruno’s 
lawyer wrote last month that 
his client is seeking an accom- 
modation for her undisclosed 


“T can say,’ Parenteau 
continued, “that Judge 
Bruno filed a 120-paragraph 
disability discrimination 


of Glastonbury, Patrick Boyd of 
Pomfret, Kerry Wood of Rocky 
Hill, John Hampton of Simsbury, 
Stephen Meskers of Greenwich, 
Raghib Allie-Brennan of Bethel, 
and Chris Ziogas of Bristol. 

While the debate, which started 
at 4:13 p.m. Thursday and ended 
before 10 p.m., focused on masks, 
the bill also called for extending 
some of Lamont’s executive orders 
that are scheduled to expire when 
his extraordinary powers end on 
Feb. 15. 

On a voice vote, lawmakers also 
approved an amendment regard- 
ing UniteCT, a federally funded 
program that provides federal 
relief funds directly to landlords 
for tenants who could not afford 
the rent during the pandemic. The 
state has already paid $200 million 
to landlords and utilities for unpaid 
utility bills. The order expires April 
15. 

The orders that will be extended 
include requiring visitors to nurs- 
ing homes to be vaccinated or 
taking a COVID test before being 
allowed into the home. That provi- 
sion will be extended to March 15, 
while other short-term provisions 
will last until April 15. None of the 
provisions are being permanently 
written into state law, proving flex- 
ibility for the legislature that can 
change, depending on the severity 
of the pandemic. 

The bill also allows the state 
housing department and other 
departments to provide housing 
for people who are at high risk of 
contracting the virus, such as home- 
less people who want to avoid being 
crammed into shelters in bunk beds 
in close quarters. The House voted 
separately on a resolution to obtain 
millions of dollars from the Federal 
Kmergency Management Agency, 
known as FEMA, to pay for the 
temporary housing for the home- 
less. 


Christopher Keating can be 
reached at ckeating@courant.com 


Judicial Branch refused to 
accommodate her disability. 

“Judge Bruno further 
claims that she has been retal- 
iated against for seeking a 
reasonable accommodation,” 
he wrote, and “continues to 
seek an accommodation that 
would allow her to return to 
work.” 

Rennie noted in his column 
that Bruno was a lawyer 
in private practice before 
becoming in 2012 the first 
woman to serve as the execu- 
tive director of the Connecti- 
cut Bar Association. She left 
the CBA the following year. 
She then assisted in her fami- 
ly’s New Britain restaurant. In 
2014, she worked as Special 
Counsel to Secretary of the 
State Denise Merrill. 


complaint with the Connecti- 


cut Commission on Human 
Rights & Opportunities in 
December 2021 because the 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com 


From pandemic to ‘epidemic of the vulnerable’ 


Those with issues around 


immunity feel left behind 


By Lauran Neergaard 
Associated Press 


Two years into the pandemic 
Jackie Hansen still left home 
only for doctor visits, her immune 
system so wracked by cancer and 
lupus that COVID-19 vaccinations 
couldn’t take hold. 

Then Hansen got a reprieve — 
scarce doses of the first drug that 
promises six months of protection 
for people with no other way to 
fend off the virus. 

“This is a shot of life,” Hansen 
said after getting injections of 
Evusheld at a University of Pitts- 
burgh Medical Center clinic. She 
can’t wait to “hug my grandkids 
without fear.” 

Up to 7 million immunocom- 
promised Americans have been 
left behind in the nation’s wobbly 
efforts to get back to normal. A 
weak immune system simply can’t 
rev up to fight the virus after vacci- 
nation like a healthy one does. 
Not only do these fragile patients 
remain at high risk of severe illness 
and death from COVID-19, they can 
harbor lengthy infections that can 
help spark more variants. 

With more of the country now 
abandoning masks and other 
precautions as the omicron wave 
ebbs, how to keep this forgotten 
group protected is taking on new 
urgency. 
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Jackie Hansen has received injections of a drug that helps the 
immunocompromised fight off COVID-19. ROLF HANSEN 


This is “quickly transitioning 
into an epidemic of the vulnera- 
ble,’ said Dr. Jacob Lemieux, an 
infectious disease specialist at 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 
While healthy vaccinated people 
may return to pre-pandemic activ- 
ities with little worry about severe 
consequences, “the immunocom- 
promised — despite vaccination, 
despite taking all precautions — 
cannot, and remain at risk.” 

“We’re going to have to navigate 
this as a society and it’s going to be 
a really difficult societal conversa- 
tion,” he added. 

Indeed, amid all the talk about 
omicron being less severe for many 
people, the most contagious variant 
so far laid bare how the immuno- 
compromised need more defenses. 

“The pandemic has not spared 
them yet,’ said Dr. Ghady Haidar, 


an infectious disease specialist at 
UPMC, where people hospital- 
ized with serious COVID-19 over 
the past month have been a mix of 
the immunocompromised and the 
unvaccinated. 

Hansen, a retired nurse, has had 
to have tough conversations about 
why she can’t be around anyone 
who’s not vaccinated. 

“Other people’s behaviors really 
affect and jeopardize the lives of 
people like myself,’ said Hansen, 
who nearly died from the flu 
shortly before the pandemic began. 

“We're all tired of wearing a 
mask, everybody just wants to put it 
behind us,” Hansen said. But while 
for most people “it’s an annoyance 
to puta mask on to go to the grocery 
store,” she’s had to fight to get her 
cancer care scheduled during 
COVID-19 surges. 


It’s easy to start your online access! 
Visit: go-activate.com 


There aren’t many options for the 
immunocompromised as commu- 
nity-wide COVID-19 precautions 
wane. Health authorities are push- 
ing a fourth vaccine dose for these 
vulnerable patients, since some 
get at least a little protection from 
repeat vaccinations. The immuno- 
compromised are supposed to get 
three up-front doses of the Pfizer 
or Moderna vaccines followed by 
a booster, one more shot than the 
U.S. recommends for everyone else. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention also is considering 
if the immune-compromised need 
their booster a little sooner — three 
months after their last shot rather 
than five months. 

But many patients are anxiously 
awaiting AstraZeneca’s Evusheld, 
the first set of antibodies grown 
in a lab to prevent COVID-19 — 
rather than treat it — in people who 
can’t make their own virus-fight- 
ers. Evusheld contains two types 
of antibodies, given in two shots 
at the same appointment, that are 
expected to last for six months. 

But there’s not enough to go 
around. A federal database shows 
nearly 500,000 of the 1.2 million 
doses the government has purchased 
have been distributed, and an Astra- 
Zeneca spokesperson says the rest 
should arrive before April. 

Without enough for everyone 
deemed immunocompromised, 
many hospitals used a lottery 
system to dispense doses to their 
highest-risk patients — and no one 


knows what will happen later in 
the year when those people need 
another dose. 

A study found Evusheld cut by 
77% the chances of a COVID-19 
infection, although that was before 
omicron. 

While that’s not perfect protec- 
tion, one organ transplant recipi- 
ent credits his Evusheld dose with 
preventing him from becoming 
seriously ill. 

Just getting to the Evusheld 
appointment at a University of 
Washington clinic in Seattle, over 
an hour from his home, made Ray 
Hoffman nervous. He takes strong 
immune-suppressing drugs after 
recent liver and kidney transplants 
and never ventures out without 
his mask — but wound up with a 
masked but coughing cab driver. 

The next day Hoffman devel- 
oped cold-like symptoms that 
turned out to be mild COVID-19, 
and his worried doctors told him 
the protective antibody injections 
likely made the difference. 

“T’m just really happy that, fortu- 
nately for me, it was just acouple of 
days of feeling pretty bad and then 
that was the worst of it,’ he said. 

As long as Evusheld helps weak- 
ened patients avoid severe infec- 
tion, “that is definitely a win,” said 
UPMC’s Haidar. 

Hansen, the suburban Pitts- 
burgh patient, knows she can’t 
completely let down her guard but 
says Evusheld has eased her crip- 
pling fear. 
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Biden to free $7B in Afghan assets 


Money will be 
unfrozen for aid, 
9/11 victims’ kin 


By Aamer Madhani 
and Kathy Gannon 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Joe Biden signed 
an order Friday to free $7 
billion in Afghan assets now 
frozen in the U.S., splitting 
the money between human- 
itarian aid for poverty- 
stricken Afghanistan and a 
fund for Sept. 11 victims still 
seeking relief for the terror 
attacks that killed thousands 
and shocked the world. 

No money would imme- 
diately be released. But 
Biden’s order calls for 
banks to provide $3.5 billion 
of the frozen amount to 
a trust fund for distribu- 
tion through humanitarian 
groups for Afghan relief and 
basic needs. The other $3.5 
billion would stay in the U.S. 
to finance payments from 
lawsuits by U.S. victims of 
terrorism that are still work- 
ing their way through the 
courts. 

International funding to 
Afghanistan was suspended 
and billions of dollars of the 
country’s assets abroad, 
mostly in the United States, 
were frozen after the Tali- 
ban took control of the 
country in August as the U.S. 
military withdrew. 

The White House said in 
a statement that the order 
“is designed to provide a 
path for the funds to reach 
the people of Afghanistan, 
while keeping them out of 
the hands of the Taliban and 
malicious actors.” 

Biden’s plan aims to 
resolve a complex situa- 
tion in which the USS. is 
sitting on billions owned by 
a country where there is no 


President Joe Biden will clear a path for victims of the 9/11 attacks to receive billions of dollars. ALDRAGO/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


government it recognizes, 
with competing appeals for 
the money for the immense 
needs of the Afghan people 
and families still scarred by 
the 2001 attacks. 

Brett Eagleson, whose 
father, Bruce, died in the 
attack on the World Trade 
Center, said that though 
victims’ families support 
the distribution of a large 
portion of the funds to the 
Afghan people, the remain- 
ing funds should be distrib- 
uted fairly among the 
families. 

“Anything short of equita- 
ble treatment for and among 
the 9/11 families as it relates 
to these frozen assets is 
outrageous and will be seen 


as a betrayal” by the govern- 
ment, Eagleson said in a 
statement. 

The Justice Department 
had signaled months ago 
that the administration 
was poised to intervene in a 
federal lawsuit filed by 9/11 
victims and families in New 
York City. The deadline for 
that filing had been pushed 
back until Friday. 

The families in that case 
won a U.S. court judgment 
in 2012 against the Taliban 
and some other entities. But 
other victims’ relatives also 
have ongoing lawsuits over 
the attacks, and a New York- 
based lawyer for about 500 
families urged Friday that all 
be on equal footing for the 


Canadian judge orders end 
to border bridge blockade 


Ruling handed down 
after Trudeau issues 
warning to protesters 


By Rob Gillies 
and Mike Householder 


Associated Press 


WINDSOR, Ontario — 
A judge on Friday ordered 
protesters at the Ambassa- 
dor Bridge over the US.- 
Canadian border to end the 
5-day-old blockade that has 
disrupted the flow of goods 
between the two countries 
and forced the auto indus- 
try on both sides to roll back 
production. 

It was not immediately 
clear when or if law enforce- 
ment officers would be sent 
in to remove the demon- 
strators, who parked their 
pickups and other vehi- 
cles in a protest against the 
country’s COVID-19 restric- 
tions and an outpouring of 
fury toward Prime Minis- 
ter Justin Trudeau and his 
Liberal government. 

Chief Justice Geoffrey 
Morawetz of the Ontario 
Superior Court said during 
a virtual hearing that the 
order would be effective 
starting at 7 p.m. to give 
protesters time to leave. 
Windsor police immediately 
warned that demonstrators 
blocking the streets could be 
subject to arrest and their 





Children under 5 are the only age group in the United States 





vehicles may be seized. 

The news was met with 
defiance by protesters. 

At the Ambassador 
Bridge, an unidentified 
person grabbed a micro- 
phone and addressed them, 
asking if they wanted to stay 
or leave when the deadline 
rolled around. By a show of 
applause, it was agreed they 
would stay. 

“OK,” the man said. “Let’s 
stand tall.” 

The crowd later grew 
in size and intensity, with 
flag-waving and frequent 
chants of “Freedom!” More 
patrol cars moved in around 
the site, and police handed 
out leaflets warning that a 
state of emergency would go 
into effect at midnight. 

Since Monday, driv- 
ers mostly in pickups 
have bottled up the bridge 
connecting the two coun- 
tries. Hundreds more 
truckers have paralyzed 
downtown Ottawa over 
the past two weeks. And 
protesters have also blocked 
two other border crossings, 
in Alberta and Manitoba. 

The judge’s decision 
came after a 44-hour court 
hearing at which the city of 
Windsor and lawyers for 
auto parts makers argued 
that the blockade was caus- 
ing undue economic harm 
for the city and region. 

Supporters of the protest- 


not yet eligible for COVID-19 vaccinations. LM OTERO/AP 2021 


ers, some of them truck- 
ers, argued that an order 
would disrupt their right to 
peacefully protest vaccine 
mandates that hinder their 
ability to earn a living. 

The ruling came as 
federal, provincial and local 
officials moved simultane- 
ously on different fronts to 
try to break the so-called 
Freedom Convoy standoff. 

“This unlawful activity 
has to end and it will end,” 
Trudeau warned just hours 
earlier. 

“We heard you. It’s time 
to go home now,” the prime 
minister said, cautioning 
that “everything is on the 
table” for ending the block- 
ades. 

Also Friday, Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford declared 
a state of emergency and 
threatened heavy penalties 
against those who interfere 
with the free flow of goods 
and people. 

Ford said he will convene 
the provincial Cabinet on 
Saturday to enact measures 
that make it “crystal clear” 
it is illegal to block criti- 
cal infrastructure. Viola- 
tors will face up to a year in 
prison and a maximum fine 
of $100,000, he said. 

“There will be conse- 
quences for these actions, 
and they will be severe,” 
Ford said. 

The measures will also 


fund. 

“It’s going to take a lot of 
funds to provide monetary 
compensation, but we’ll 
never make these people 
whole. Never,’ said attorney 
Jerry Goldman. 

Afghanistan’s long-trou- 
bled economy has been in 
a tailspin since the Taliban 
takeover. Nearly 80% of 
the previous government’s 
budget came from the inter- 
national community. That 
money, now cut off, financed 
hospitals, schools, factories 
and government minis- 
tries. Desperation for such 
basic necessities has been 
further exacerbated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic as well 
as health care shortages, 





drought and malnutrition. 

Aid groups have warned 
of a looming humanitarian 
catastrophe. State employ- 
ees, from doctors to teach- 
ers and administrative civil 
servants, haven’t been paid 
in months. Banks have 
restricted how much money 
account holders can with- 
draw. 

U.S. courts where 9/11 
victims have filed claims 
against the Taliban will have 
to take additional action for 
victims and families to be 
compensated from the $3.5 
billion, deciding if they have 
a claim, according to senior 
administration officials who 
brief reporters. 

The Biden administra- 
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tion is still working through 
details of setting up the trust 
fund, an effort the White 
House says will likely take 
months. 

Because victims have 
ongoing legal claims on the 
$7 billion in the U.S. bank- 
ing system, the courts would 
have to sign off before half 
the money for humanitarian 
assistance could be released 
to Afghanistan, the officials 
said. 

The U.S. launched the 
war in Afghanistan more 
than 20 years ago after 
then-Taliban leader Mullah 
Omar refused to hand over 
al-Qaida leader Osama bin 
Laden following the 9/11 
attacks on the United States. 
Bin Laden, who was born in 
Saudi Arabia but had his 
citizenship revoked, relo- 
cated to Afghanistan after 
being expelled from Sudan 
in 1996. 

Taliban political spokes- 
man Mohammad Naeem 
criticized the Biden admin- 
istration for not releasing all 
the funds to Afghanistan. 

“Stealing the blocked 
funds of Afghan nation by 
the United States of Amer- 
ica and its seizure (of those 
funds) shows the lowest 
level of humanity,’ Naeem 
tweeted on Friday. 

Meanwhile, the Taliban 
released two foreign jour- 
nalists working with the 
U.N. refugee agency and 
several of the aid organi- 
zation’s Afghan staff on 
Friday, UNHCR said, hours 
after news broke about their 
detentions in the capital, 
Kabul. 

The announcement 
followed a tweet by the 
Taliban-appointed deputy 
minister of culture and 
information, who said they 
didn’t have documents that 
properly identified them as 
UNHCR. 
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Truckers and supporters block access across the Ambassador Bridge linking the United States 
and Canada on Friday in Windsor, Ontario. NATHAN DENETTE/THE CANADIAN PRESS 


provide additional author- 
ity “to consider taking away 
the personal and commer- 
cial licenses of anyone who 
doesn’t comply,” according 
to the premier’s office. 

Trudeau called Ontar- 
io’s decision “responsible 
and necessary” and said he 
spoke with President Joe 
Biden about it. 

“We discussed the Amer- 
ican and indeed global 
influences on the protest,’ 
Trudeau said. “We talked 
about the U.S.-based flood- 
ing of the 911 phone lines in 
Ottawa, the presence of U.S. 
citizens in the blockade and 


the impact of foreign money 
to fund this illegal activity” 

Trudeau said that on some 
fundraising platforms, as 
much as 50% of the dona- 
tions are from the U.S. 

He said he and Biden 
agreed that “for the secu- 
rity of people and the 
economy, these blockades 
can’t continue. So make no 
mistake: The border cannot 
and will not remain closed.” 

Trudeau said he under- 
stands the protesters are 
frustrated by the pandemic, 
but “these blockades are 
hurting everyday families, 
auto assembly workers, 


farmers, truckers, blue- 
collar Canadians.” 

The protests have caused 
shortages of auto parts that 
have forced General Motors, 
Ford, Toyota and Honda to 
close plants or cancel shifts. 

Authorities at vari- 
ous levels of government 
have hesitated to forci- 
bly remove the protest- 
ers, reflecting apparently a 
lack of manpower by local 
police, Canada’s reverence 
for free speech, and fears of 
violence. 

The Ambassador Bridge 
is the busiest U.S.-Canadian 
border crossing. 


Pfizer’s COVID-19 shot for kids under 5 on hold 


By Lauran Neergaard 
and Matthew Perrone 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — U.S. 
regulators on Friday put 
the brakes on their push to 
speed Pfizer’s COVID-19 
to children younger than 5, 
creating major uncertainty 
about how soon the shots 
could become available. 

The Food and Drug 
Administration had urged 
Pfizer and its partner BioN- 
Tech to apply for authori- 
zation of extra-low doses of 


its vaccine for the youngest 
children before studies were 
finished, citing the toll the 
omicron variant has taken 
on children. 

Next week, FDA advisers 
were supposed to publicly 
debate if youngsters should 
starting getting two shots 
before it’s clear if they’d 
need a third. 

But Friday, the FDA said it 
had become clear it needed 
to wait for data on how well 
that third shot works for 
this age group. Pfizer said in 
a statement that it expected 


the data by early April. 

FDA’s vaccine chief Dr. 
Peter Marks said he hoped 
parents would understand 
that the decision to delay 
was part of the agency’s 
careful review and high 
scientific standards. 

“We take our responsi- 
bility for reviewing these 
vaccines very seriously 
because we’re parents as 
well,” Marks said in a tele- 
conference. 

Pfizer’s early data showed 
two of the extra-low doses 
were safe for kids under 5 


and strong enough to give 
good protection to babies 
as young as 6 months. But 
once tots reached preschool 
age — the 2- to 4-year-olds 
— two shots didn’t rev up 
enough immunity. A study 
ofa third dose isn’t finished. 

Friday, the FDA didn’t 
say what new data Pfizer 
was providing except that it 
involved the critical issue of 
a third dose. 

The nation’s 18 million 
children under 5 are the only 
age group not yet eligible for 
vaccination. 
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FDA gives emergency 
OK to new monoclonal 
drug to fight omicron 


From news services 


With COVID-19 treat- 
ments still in short supply 
in the United States, the 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion on Friday gave emer- 
gency authorization to a 
new monoclonal antibody 
drug that has been found in 
the laboratory to be potent 
against the omicron variant 
of the coronavirus. 

The Biden administration 
said it will make the therapy 
immediately available to the 
states, free of charge. 

The treatment, 
bebtelovimab, is manufac- 
tured by Eli Lilly, which 
said Thursday that it had 
signed a contract with the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services to provide 
the government with up 
to 600,000 courses of the 
treatment, for at least $720 
million. The company said 
it had already manufactured 
hundreds of thousands of 
doses and is ready to begin 
shipments within 24 hours. 

The agency said the drug 
should not be a preferred 
product and instead be used 
only when alternative treat- 
ments are not “accessible or 
clinically appropriate.” 

Like other drugs for 
COVID-19 patients early in 
the course of their illness, 
Eli Lilly’s new treatment is 
authorized for people who 
are vulnerable to becoming 
seriously ill because they 
are older or have a medi- 
cal condition like obesity or 
diabetes. It is meant to be 
given intravenously. 

Eli Lilly tested the drug 
in a midstage clinical trial 
before the emergence of 
the omicron variant; the 
trial enrolled delta-infected 
patients. Volunteers at stan- 
dard risk of becoming seri- 
ously ill with COVID-19 
treated with the drug had 
their symptoms clear up 
faster and had a lower level 
of virus in their bodies after 
five days than those who 


received a placebo, the 
agency said. 

Monoclonal antibody 
drugs were widely used 
during the delta surge last 
summer. But during the 
ongoing surge, the drugs 
have undergone rationing 
because most of them were 
ineffective against omicron. 


Wis. parade deaths: A 
Milwaukee man accused of 
killing six people and injur- 
ing dozens more when he 
drove an SUV through a 
suburban Christmas parade 
pleaded not guilty Friday to 
scores of criminal charges. 

Darrell Brooks Jr., 39, 
entered the pleas to 77 
charges, including six 
counts of homicide and 
multiple counts of reckless 
endangerment, during a 
brief court appearance. He 
remains jailed on $5 million 
bail. 

Last month, court 
Commissioner Kevin 
Costello said prosecutors 
had presented “ample” 
evidence to show Brooks 
probably committed felo- 
nies and ordered him to 
stand trial. 

During the preliminary 
hearing, police Detective 
Thomas Casey testified that 
he and other officers yelled 
at Brooks to stop as he drove 
the SUV through the parade 
in Waukesha on Nov. 21. 

He described how the 
vehicle zigzagged across the 
street for blocks, smashing 
into marchers from behind 
and running them over. 
He said Brooks injured 61 
people, including the six 
killed. 


Koalas endangered: The 
Australian government on 
Friday declared the koala 
an endangered species, as 
drought, bush fires, disease 
and habitat loss have drasti- 
cally reduced the numbers 
of an animal that is an 
emblem of the country. 

The announcement came 
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southern French city. The 149th edition of the gala, which runs through Feb. 27, returns after two years of shutdowns due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. This year’s event celebrates nature, light, human connections and life itself. DANIEL COLE/AP 


two years after a parliamen- 
tary inquiry predicted that 
koalas could be extinct by 
2050 without intervention. 

Reclassification from 
vulnerable to endangered 
does not require the Austra- 
lian government to take 
any special action. But it 
separately announced that 
it would adopt a recovery 
plan for the koala issued by 
the country’s environmental 
department. 

That plan would aid the 
creation of laws protect- 
ing koalas and their natural 
woodland habitats. 

The plight of the koala 
gained attention in 2019 
when bush fires raged 
throughout Australia, black- 
ening the animal’s habitats. 

It’s unclear how many 
koalas remain. 


Space telescope: NASA’s 
new space telescope has 
captured its first starlight 
and even taken a selfie of its 
giant, gold mirror. 

All segments of the 
primary mirror on the James 
Webb Space Telescope seem 


to be working properly 1% 
months into the mission, 
officials said Friday. 

The telescope’s first target 
was a bright star 258 light- 
years away in the constella- 
tion Ursa Major. 

Over the next few months, 
the 18 hexagonal, coffee 
table-size mirror segments 
will be aligned and focused 
as one, allowing scientific 
observations to begin by the 
end of June. 


KKK leader’s name stripped: 
University of Alabama trust- 
ees voted Friday to strip the 
name ofa one-time governor 
who led the Ku Klux Klan 
from a campus building 
and rename it solely for the 
school’s first Black student. 

The unanimous vote 
reversed a decision last week 
to add the name of Auther- 
ine Lucy Foster, who briefly 
attended the all-white state 
school in 1956, to a build- 
ing honoring Bibb Graves, 
a progressive, pro-educa- 
tion governor who also ran 
a Montgomery KKK group 
acentury ago. 





Damaged windows are seen Friday at a home in Phoenix where nine police officers were hurt 
in an early-morning ambush. A suspect was found dead in the home. ROSS D. FRANKLIN/AP 


9 officers hurt after ‘ambush? 
shootout at home in Phoenix 


By Jacques Billeaud 
and Terry Tang 


Associated Press 


PHOENIX — A man 
ambushed a police officer 
who responded to acall ata 
Phoenix home early Friday, 
shooting him several times, 
then rained gunfire on other 
officers who tried to rescue 
a baby that was placed 
outside the door. 

Five officers were shot, 
including four who were 
wounded while trying to 
take the baby to safety. Four 
more officers were injured 
by shrapnel or ricocheting 
bullets, Phoenix Police Set. 
Andy Williams said. 

All were expected to 
survive, and the baby was 
unharmed, police said. 

The most seriously 
injured officer was the 
first to arrive at the home, 
around 2:15 a.m., following a 
report of a woman shot. He 
was invited inside, Williams 
said. 

“As he approached 
the doorway, the suspect 
ambushed him with a gun 
and shot him several times,” 
he said. “That officer was 
able to get back and get 
away to safety.” 

Video shows another 
man coming outside hold- 


ing a baby and a satchel. 
The man put the satchel on 
the ground and then laid 
down the infant, wrapped 
in a blanket, between the 
satchel and the front door. 
He raised his hands to 
surrender while backing 
away from the house. 

Other officers who 
responded approached the 
doorway, and the suspect 
fired more shots. The police 
returned fire, which then 
led the suspect to barricade 
himself. 

Police were able to get the 
baby to safety as a SWAT 
unit took over. 

The suspect remained 
barricaded for several hours 
and was later found dead 
inside the home. A woman 
at the home also was criti- 
cally injured, police said in 
a statement. They didn’t 
specify how the suspect 
died. 

The man who brought 
the baby outside suffered 
non-life-threatening inju- 
ries. “No information 
suggests that he’s part of the 
ambush, but it’s an ongoing 
investigation,” Williams 
said. 

No identities were 
released, and police said 
they were still trying to 
learn circumstances of the 


incident. 

“This is just one more 
example of the dangers 
that officers face every day 
keeping us and our commu- 
nity safe,” Police Chief Jeri 
Williams said at an early 
morning news conference. 
“This is senseless. It does 
not need to happen and it 
continues to happen over 
and over again.” 

Chris Grollnek, an active 
shooter expert, told The 
Associated Press on Friday 
that it’s important to know 
how the incident was first 
reported. Traditionally, a 
barricaded suspect buys 
the police time to set up a 
perimeter and call a SWAT 
team, which could take 20 
minutes to arrive. 

But if someone is injured 
inside, “the human factor 
takes over,” Grollnek said. 
“I’m the first one there, I’m 
going in.” 

Charles “Sid” Heal, 
former commanding off- 
cer of Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department’s 
SWAT unit, said depart- 
ment policies often give 
decision-making power to 
the responding officer. 

Both Heal and Grollnek 
described firing on officers 
who are trying to save a 
baby as “evil.” 


Rather than Lucy-Graves 
Hall, the classroom building 
will be known as Autherine 
Lucy Hall, trustees decided. 

Foster’s family wanted to 
use her maiden name since 
she was known as Auther- 
ine Lucy while originally 
on campus, said Chancellor 
Finis St. Johnson 

Foster, now 92, attended 
classes in Graves Hall but 
was expelled after three 
days when her presence 
brought protests by whites 
and threats. 

She was awarded an 
honorary doctorate in 2019 
by the university, where she 
had returned and earned a 
master’s degree in education 
in 1992. 


Strict DUI law: Traffic 
deaths decreased in Utah 
after the state enacted the 
strictest drunken driving 
laws in the nation five years 
ago, new research published 
Friday bya U.S. government 
agency shows. 

In the study published 
by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Adminis- 


tration, researchers wrote 
that, in the years after Utah 
changed the drunken driv- 
ing threshold from .08% to 
05% blood-alcohol content, 
the number of crashes and 
fatalities fell even though 
drivers logged more miles. 
The NHTSA study 
showed that there were 
fewer crashes and lower 
alcohol involvement both 
after the widely publicized 
law passed in 2017 and after 
it went into effect in 2018. 
In 2019, the first full year 
with the law in effect, there 
were 225 fatal crashes and 
248 fatalities in Utah, less 
than the 259 fatal crashes 
and 281 fatalities in 2016. 
The change meant a 
150-pound man would 
be over the 0.05% limit 
after two beers, while a 
120-pound woman could 
exceed it after a single drink, 
though that can be affected 
by several factors, including 
how much food a person 
has eaten, according to the 
American Beverage Insti- 
tute, a national restaurant 


group. 


Senators say a secret CIA 
program collects US data 


By Nomaan Merchant 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — The 
CIA has a secret, undis- 
closed data repository 
that includes information 
collected about Ameri- 
cans, two Democrats on 
the Senate Intelligence 
Committee said. While 
neither the agency nor 
lawmakers would disclose 
specifics about the data, the 
senators alleged the CIA 
had long hidden details 
about the program from the 
public and Congress. 

Sens. Ron Wyden of 
Oregon and Martin Hein- 
rich of New Mexico sent 
a letter to top intelligence 
officials calling for more 
details about the program to 
be declassified. Large parts 
of the letter, which was sent 
in April 2021 and declassi- 
fied Thursday, and docu- 
ments released by the CIA 
were blacked out. Wyden 
and Heinrich said the 
program operated “outside 
the statutory framework 
that Congress and the 
public believe govern this 
collection.” 

There have long been 
concerns about what 
information the intelli- 
gence community collects 
domestically, driven in part 
by previous violations of 
Americans’ civil liberties. 
The CIA and National Secu- 
rity Agency have a foreign 
mission and are generally 
barred from investigating 
Americans or U.S. busi- 
nesses. 

But the spy agencies’ 
sprawling collection of 
foreign communications 
often snares Americans’ 
messages and data inciden- 
tally. 

Intelligence agencies are 
required to take steps to 
protect U.S. information, 
including redacting the 
names of any Americans 
from reports unless they 
are deemed relevant to an 
investigation. 

The CIA on Friday said 
the program highlighted by 
the senators and another 





The seal of the Central 
Intelligence Agency is seen 
at headquarters in Langley, 
Va. CAROLYN KASTER/AP 


disclosed this week are 
“repositories of informa- 
tion about the activities of 
foreign governments and 
foreign nationals.” 

The agency also said it 
kept members of congres- 
sional oversight commit- 
tees “fully and currently 
informed of its classified 
activities related to these 
two programs.” 

“In the course of any 
lawful collection, CIA 
may incidentally acquire 
information about Amer- 
icans who are in contact 
with foreign nationals,” 
the agency statement said. 
“When the CIA acquires 
information about Amer- 
icans, it safeguards that 
information in accordance 
with procedures approved 
by the Attorney General, 
which restrict the CIA’s 
ability to collect, retain, use, 
and disseminate the infor- 
mation.” 

The CIA released a series 
of redacted recommenda- 
tions about the program 
issued by an oversight panel 
known as the Privacy and 
Civil Liberties Oversight 
Board. According to the 
document, a pop-up box 
warns CIA analysts using 
the program that seeking 
any information about U.S. 
citizens or others covered 
by privacy laws requires 
a foreign intelligence 
purpose. 

“However, analysts are 
not required to memorial- 
ize the justification for their 
queries,’ the board said. 

Additional documents 


released Thursday also 
revealed limited details 
about a program to collect 
financial data against the 
Islamic State. That program 
also has incidentally snared 
some records held by Amer- 
icans. 

Both Wyden and Hein- 
rich have long pushed for 
more transparency from the 
intelligence agencies. 

In 2013, Wyden asked 
then-Director of National 
Intelligence James Clap- 
per if the NSA collected 
“any type of data at all on 
millions or hundreds of 
millions of Americans.” 
Clapper initially responded, 
“No.” He later said, “Not 
wittingly.” 

Former systems admin- 
istrator Edward Snowden 
later that year revealed 
the NSA’s access to bulk 
data through U.S. internet 
companies and hundreds 
of millions of call records 
from telecommunications 
providers. Those revela- 
tions sparked worldwide 
controversy and new legis- 
lation in Congress. 

Clapper would later apol- 
ogize in a letter to the Senate 
Intelligence Commit- 
tee, calling his response to 
Wyden “clearly erroneous.” 

According to Wyden and 
Heinrich’s letter, the CIA’s 
bulk collection program 
operates outside of laws 
passed and reformed by 
Congress, but under the 
authority of Executive 
Order 12333, the document 
that broadly governs intel- 
ligence community activ- 
ity and was first signed by 
President Ronald Reagan 
in 1981. 

“Tt is -critical that 
Congress not legislate 
without awareness of a... 
CIA program, and that the 
American public not be 
misled into believe that the 
reforms in any reauthoriza- 
tion legislation fully cover 
the IC’s collection of their 
records,” the senators wrote 
in their letter. 

There was a redaction 
in the letter before “CIA 
program.” 
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US conservatives cheer on 


Canadian trucker protest 





Hannity, other news outlets take up cause of those blocking border crossings 


By David Bauder 


Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Several conservative 
media figures in the U.S. have taken up the 
cause of Canadian truckers who have occu- 
pied parts of Ottawa and blocked border 
crossings to protest COVID-19 restrictions 
and vaccine mandates. 

Fox News Channel’s Sean Hannity 
cheered the truckers on while showing four 
live reports from Ottawa this week. Tucker 
Carlson’s online store is selling “I (heart) 
Tucker” T-shirts edited to say “I (heart) 
Truckers.” 

“Send our solidarity, love and support 
to all of the brave people who are there,” 
Hannity told Fox reporter Sara Carter, who 
was with the protesters in Ottawa, on his 
show Thursday. “Don’t give up.” 

The Canadian protesters are decrying 
vaccine mandates for truckers as well as 
other COVID-19 restrictions and are rail- 
ing against Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
though many of the country’s infection 
measures are already rapidly being lifted 


as the omicron surge levels off. Parts short- 
ages caused by the protests have rippled 
through the auto industry on both sides of 
the U.S.-Canadian border. 

Between Jan. 18 through Thursday, Fox 
News Channel has devoted 10 hours and 8 
minutes of airtime to the story, according 
to the liberal watchdog Media Matters for 
America, which frequently criticizes the 
network. 

Ben Shapiro of The Daily Wire said on his 
show, sitting in front of a headline that said 
Canadians were “fed up” with Trudeau, 
that mandates had to stop. 

The protesters are particularly upset 
about a requirement that all truck drivers 
entering the country be fully vaccinated 
against the coronavirus. An estimated 90% 
of Canadian truckers already are, according 
to industry officials. 

“Nobody wants giant bridges shut down,’ 
Shapiro said. “Obstructing traffic is bad 
no matter what you are protesting for. 
However, the cause of this protest happens 
to be righteous.” 

The lead story on the Red State website 


for a time Thursday was headlined, “East 
Bound and Down: US Truck Convoy is 
Being Planned, Could Be Headed to DC.” 
Reporter Sarah Lee mocked a “very silly” 
piece in Politico that included a quote 
from an analyst for a think tank that tracks 
extremism, who noted worrying parallels 
to the buildup before the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol 
insurrection. 

Hannity’s support for what Ontario 
Prime Minister Doug Ford has called an 
occupation comes after months where he 
decried violence and destruction of prop- 
erty at some Black Lives Matter protests in 
the U.S. On Friday, Ford declared a state of 
emergency. 

The difference, Hannity asserted, is the 
Canadian “Freedom Convoy” is peaceful. 

The protests have been largely peaceful, 
although some residents have complained 
of harassment and there is an arson inves- 
tigation tied to one incident. 

Shapiro said critics of the truckers are 
guilty of “nutpacking,” or focusing on a 
crazed person and linking them to the 
entire protest movement. 





Kyndra McCrary’s catering company will provide food for performers working Sunday’s Super Bowl in Los Angeles. MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ/AP 


Big game a big win for LA 


Area’s small businesses get 
boost as Super Bowl returns 


following 29-year absence 
By Alex Veiga 


Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — The return of the 
Super Bowl to the LA area after a nearly 
30-year absence is already a big victory for 
local small-business owners like Kyndra 
McCrary. 

Her catering company got hired to 
provide food for performers working 
the Super Bowl, and for an NFL business 
networking event last week. 

The jobs are a financial shot in the arm 
for McCrary, whose business, Ooh La La 
Catering, is still working its way back to its 
pre-pandemic normal. McCrary says she’s 
hoping that the Super Bowl work will lead 
to bigger and better jobs. 

“T think there will be a lasting impact 
because people who will get to try our food 
will remember us,” McCrary, 40, said. 

The Super Bowl can inject millions of 
dollars into a local economy, benefiting 
businesses beyond those hired to help stage 
the event. 

An analysis paid for by the Los Ange- 


les Sports & Entertainment Commission 
projected Sunday’s game will generate 
between $234 million and $477 million for 
the region’s economy. That includes up to 
$22 million in tax revenue and between 
2,200 to 4,700 new jobs, according to the 
report by Micronomics, an economic 
research and consulting firm. 

Many of the projected new jobs are 
expected to be in the event-production 
and hospitality sectors — areas of the local 
economy among the hardest hit by the 
pandemic. More than half are expected 
to be positions in hotels, restaurants and 
transportation, among others, the analy- 
sis found. 

The LA area has hosted the Super Bowl 
seven times, beginning with Super Bowl I 
in 1967 between the Green Bay Packers and 
Kansas City Chiefs. Most of the games have 
been held at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena. 
This Sunday’s game between the Cincin- 
nati Bengals and the Los Angeles Rams is 
taking place in SoFi Stadium, which opened 
in September 2020 in Inglewood. 

Much of the LA region’s economy has 
changed in the decades since it last played 
Super Bowl host in 1993. The area has 
shifted gradually to an economy geared 
toward providing services, including those 
that cater to tourism. 


In the early days of the pandemic, 
McCrary saw jobs catering on TV and film 
sets all but disappear as productions shut 
down. Jobs catering weddings and other 
big events also vanished, as did the need for 
many companies to provide meals for their 
once-packed corporate offices. 

She has about five employees now, 
about half as many as she had before the 
pandemic. But she will have about 14 people 
working for her during her game-day gig 
providing meals all day for the “talent” at 
an NFL tailgate party. 

McCrary landed the Super Bowl job 
through an NFL program called Business 
Connect. It invites companies with certi- 
fied minority, woman, veteran, lesbian, gay, 
bisexual or transgender ownership to apply 
and potentially get hired to provide their 
services for the many events surrounding 
the game. 

Some 225 businesses participated in this 
year’s program, which offers 18 months 
of workshops aimed at preparing busi- 
ness owners to apply for Super Bow] jobs, 
including catering among others. 

The program tries to cap the number of 
businesses that participate so that a major- 
ity of them have a good chance of getting a 
contract, said B.J. Waymer, an NFL consul- 
tant. 


Apple to fix AirTags amid stalking complaints 


By Kellen Browning 
The New York Times 


Apple said Thursday that it would make 
improvements to its AirTag devices to make 
it more difficult for people to use them to 
track others without their knowledge. 

AirTags, tiny discs that Apple started 
selling for $29 last year to help people keep 
track of items like keys, wallets and phones, 
have become a headache for the company. 
People have said on social media and in 
interviews that they have found the devices 
hidden on their cars and belongings, lead- 
ing them to fear they were being stalked. 

AirTags use Bluetooth technology to ping 
nearby Apple devices, which then report 
the last known location of the AirTag to 


whatever device is using it to track some- 
thing. Apple said some built-in features, like 
automatic beeping and notifying iPhones 
that an AirTag is nearby, could help prevent 
abuse, but privacy experts and those who 
feared they had been stalked said it was 
not enough because they do not easily help 
people who carry phones that use Google’s 
Android software. 

Law enforcement officials have warned 
that the devices could be used in attempts 
to steal cars. And women have said they 
have found AirTags hidden on their cars 
and in their possessions, and sometimes 
have called police. One woman, Ashley 
Estrada, recently told The New York Times 
that she had received a notification that an 
AirTag had been tracking her for four hours 


across Los Angeles and eventually found 
the device lodged behind her car’s license 
plate. 

“T felt so violated,’ Estrada said. 

Apple’s changes, which will be intro- 
duced later this year, include the ability 
for someone who receives an alert that 
an AirTag is nearby to use their iPhone to 
find the AirTag through a “combination of 
sound, haptics and visual feedback.” 

Eva Galperin, a cybersecurity director 
at the Electronic Frontier Foundation who 
studies so-called stalkerware, said that the 
changes Apple announced were “improve- 
ments” but that the company needed to 
take more steps to prevent abuse, such as 
working with Google to extend protection 
to Android phones. 


UK scraps 
testing for 
vaccinated 
travelers 


By Jill Lawless 


Associated Press 


LONDON — Vaccinated travelers can 
enter Britain without taking any coronavi- 
rus tests starting Friday, after the govern- 
ment scrapped one of the final restrictions 
imposed over the past two years in response 
to COVID-19. 

British residents and visitors who have 
had at least two doses of an approved coro- 
navirus vaccine now only need to fill out a 
passenger locator form before traveling to 
the U.K. Unvaccinated people still have to 
take tests both before and after arriving but 
no longer need to self-isolate until they get 
a negative result. 

Transport Secretary Grant Shapps said 
the U.K. “now has one of the most free-flow- 
ing borders in the world — sending a clear 
message that we are open for business.” 

Airlines and other travel firms hailed the 
change as a lifeline after two years of severely 
constricted travel. Andrew Flintham, 
managing director of travel group Tui UK, 
said there was “a huge pent-up demand for 
international travel,’ and people were rush- 
ing to book getaways for the February school 
break and April’s Easter holiday. 

Gatwick, London’s second-busiest airport, 
said that it plans next month to reopen the 
second of its two terminals, shuttered since 
June 2020. 

But some scientists worry the government 
is moving too fast. Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s Conservative government lifted 
most domestic rules last month. Face masks 
are no longer mandatory in most indoor 
spaces in England, vaccine passports for 
gaining entry to nightclubs and large-scale 
events were scrapped, as was the official 
advice to work from home. Other parts of 
the U.K. — Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland — have also lifted most restrictions. 


BUSINESS BRIEFING 
Biden’s climate 
metric blocked 


WASHINGTON — A federal judge in 
Louisiana on Friday blocked the Biden 
administration’s move to increase the 
government’s cost estimate of future 
damages caused by greenhouse gas emis- 
sions, a key component of federal rules for 
oil and gas drilling, automobiles and other 
industries. 

US. District Judge James Cain sided with 
Republican attorneys general who chal- 
lenged the actions, saying they threatened 
to drive up energy costs while decreasing 
state revenues from energy production. 

The injunction bars the administration 
from using the higher cost estimate, which 
puts a dollar value on damages caused by 
every additional ton of greenhouse gases 
emitted into the atmosphere. 


Wind project off 
NY and RI starts 


WAINSCOTT, NY. — Construction has 
started on a wind project with turbines off 
the coasts of New York and Rhode Island 
that is expected to produce enough power 
for about 70,000 homes, officials announced 
Friday. 

The South Fork Wind project, which 
received a key approval last month from 
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 
will consist of 12 turbines and connect to the 
electric grid on Long Island. It is the second 
commercial-scale, offshore wind energy 
project to gain approval in the United States 
and is expected to begin operating in late 
2023. 

The Danish energy company Orsted is 
developing the project with the utility Ever- 
source. 


Real earnings 


Monthly percent change in real (adjusted 
for inflation) average hourly earnings 
for all employees, seasonally adjusted 
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States get go-ahead to build 
electric car charging stations 


By Hope Yen 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — 
States are being given the 
go-ahead to build a nation- 
wide network of electric 
vehicle charging stations 
that would place new or 
upgraded stations every 
50 miles along interstate 
highways, part of the Biden 
administration’s plan to 
spur widespread adoption 
of the zero-emission cars. 

The administration 
Thursday announced the 
availability of $5 billion in 
federal funds to states over 
five years under President 
Joe Biden’s infrastructure 
law. 

Under new requirements 
issued by the Transpor- 
tation Department, states 
must submit plans to the 
federal government and 
can begin construction by 
this fall if they focus first 
on highway routes that 
can allow people to take 
their electric vehicles long 
distances. Each station 
would need to have at least 
four fast-charger ports, 
which enable drivers to 
fully recharge their vehicles 
in about an hour. 

A joint office between 
the Transportation and 


— 


Energy departments will 
help provide guidance to 
states on how to build out 
the network, with attention 
as well to serving rural and 
disadvantaged communi- 
ties. If states don’t fully meet 
requirements, they risk 
delays in getting approval 
from the Federal High- 
way Administration or not 
getting federal money at all. 

“A century ago, Amer- 
ica ushered in the modern 
automotive era; now Amer- 
ica must lead the electric 
vehicle revolution,” said 
Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg, who will 
have final signoff over most 
aspects of the funding. 

The law also provides an 
additional $2.5 billion for 
local grants, planned for 
later this year, to fill remain- 
ing gaps in the charging 
network in rural areas and 
in disadvantaged commu- 
nities, which currently are 
less likely to own the high- 
er-priced electric vehicles. 

Biden made a pledge 
during the presiden- 
tial campaign to build 
a network of 500,000 
charging stations. He has 
also set a goal of 50% elec- 
tric vehicle sales by 2030, 
part of a broader U.S. effort 
to become zero emissions 


wa@ 





economy-wide by 2050. 

Electric vehicles 
amounted to less than 3% 
of U.S. new auto sales last 
year, but forecasters expect 
big increases in the next 
decade. Consumers bought 
about 400,000 fully elec- 
tric vehicles. According toa 
Consumer Reports survey, 
anxiety about limited 
range and the availability 
of charging stations were 
among the top concerns 
consumers had about 
owning an EV. 

There are more than 
50,000 charging station 
locations in the U.S., with 
more than 100,000 outlets. 
Senior administration off- 
cials now describe money 
in the infrastructure law as 
a first step in meeting the 
half-million goal by 2030, 
after Biden’s proposed $15 
billion for charging stations 
was cut in half. They envi- 
sion the new construc- 
tion could spur additional 
big investments from the 
private sector. 

Currently, electric vehi- 
cle owners charge their 
vehicles at home 80% of 
the time, making the need 
for EV charging stations at 
colleges, apartment build- 
ing parking lots or even 
public streets less urgent. 


Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg, second from left, said that “America must lead the 


electric vehicle revolution.” ALDRAGO/FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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Raytheon Technologies Corp. disclosed Friday it’s the target of a federal probe into the 
hiring practices of its commercial aviation divisions, Pratt & Whitney and Collins Aerospace. 
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Pratt & Whitney parent 
a target of federal probe 


Raytheon’s hiring 
in aviation divisions 
under investigation 


By Stephen Singer 
Hartford Courant 


Raytheon Technologies 
Corp. disclosed Friday it’s 
the target of a federal probe 
into the hiring practices 
at its commercial aviation 
divisions, Pratt & Whitney 
and Collins Aerospace. 

The Waltham, Massachu- 
setts-based defense and avia- 
tion giant said in aregulatory 
filing with the U.S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
it was recently advised that 
it’s a target of an investiga- 
tion by the U.S. Department 
of Justice. It says it’s cooper- 
ating with the investigation. 

No criminal charge 
has been filed against the 
company or its affiliates, 
Raytheon said. It’s the 
first time the company has 
commented on the matter. 

Raytheon said it received 
a grand jury subpoena in late 
2019 as part ofa Department 
of Justice criminal inves- 
tigation into “purported 
agreements not to solicit or 
hire employees in violation 
of the federal antitrust laws.” 


The investigation has 
focused on alleged hiring 
restrictions between and 
among jet engine manu- 
facturer Pratt & Whit- 
ney and suppliers of 
outsourced engineering 
services, Raytheon said. 
The subpoena also included 
requests regarding Collins 
Aerospace, Raytheon said. 

Collins is headquartered 
in Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina, but has operations 
in Connecticut, including 
at the former Hamilton 
Sundstrand site at Wind- 
sor Locks. It manufactures 
arange of aviation parts and 
components suchas landing 
gear, cockpit equipment and 
cabin components. 

A federal grand jury in 
Bridgeport in December 
indicted five aerospace 
executives and a former 
Pratt & Whitney employee 
on charges of conspiring to 
limit workers’ professional 
advancement and compen- 
sation. The six men were 
accused of participating in 
a “long-running conspir- 
acy to restrict the hiring 
and recruiting of employ- 
ees among their respective 
companies.” 

According to the 
one-count felony indict- 





ment unsealed, six indi- 
viduals conspired with 
unnamed others to not hire 
or solicit employees from 
each other’s companies. 

No current or former 
Collins Aerospace employ- 
ees were named in the 
indictment, Raytheon Tech- 
nologies said. 

Three civil lawsuits have 
since been filed against vari- 
ous aerospace suppliers and 
Pratt & Whitney, accusing 
the businesses of suppress- 
ing wages and block- 
ing career advancement. 
Raytheon said plaintiffs in 
the civil lawsuits seek treble 
damages in an undeter- 
mined amount, plus attor- 
neys’ fees and costs of suit. 

It said it expects that all 
the lawsuits will be consol- 
idated into a single joint 
complaint. 

“We believe that each of 
these lawsuits lacks merit,” 
Raytheon said. “Based on 
the information available to 
date, we do not believe that 
this matter will have a mate- 
rial adverse effect on our 
results of operations, finan- 
cial condition or liquidity. 


Stephen Singer can be 
reached at ssinger@ 
courant.com. 


Top 5 Reasons to Live at the McAuley 
1. Peace of mind at the only CCRC in West Hartford 


2. Great location close to entertainment and 
cultural opportunities 


Floorplan options to suit your personal style 


No more cooking — fabulous chef-prepared meals 


Friends and fun at your fingertips — 
activities, clubs and more 


Learn more about The McAuley 
by scanning the OR code or 


call 860-920-6319. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Spending to enrich your 


child’s life is not wrong 


“Man does not live by bread 
alone.” I’m sure it is tempting to be 
critical of how people spend their 
money, but the letter from Rich 
Collins criticizing Andy Roberts for 
using his Child Tax Credit money 
to enrich the lives of his children is 
inappropriate. Music, dance, the arts 
and Scouting are food for the soul. I 
applaud Mr. Roberts for recognizing 
this and for providing these “extras” 
for his children. Every child should 
have these enrichments available to 
them. It can make a difference, not 
just now, but throughout the lives of 
these children. 

Mr. Roberts qualifies: even if the 
Tax Credit money were spent on 
alcohol, tobacco and gambling, it 
wouldn’t be any of our business how 
that money is spent. I’m pleased to 
know how Mr. Robert’s is spending 
his. 

Alice Mathews, Southington 


No response from 
Murphy, Blumenthal 


Unlike Congressman Joe Courtney, 
there is no staff response or discus- 
sion when Sen. Chris Murphy’s office 
is contacted. Sen. Richard Blumen- 
thal does not have a live voice to 
take acaller’s questions or concerns. 
This is an effort on my part to reach 
them on issues from the past several 
months. I have attempted to reach 
them on with no luck. 

Sam McGill, Willington 


Tired of silence from 
Rep. John Larson 


Rep. John Larson sends out 
emails about what he is doing to 
assist his district. I called his office 
and asked about the fentanyl issue 
in the magnet school in Hartford 
and our area. Also told them it’s all 
coming through our open southern 
border, and asked why he wasn’t 
supporting controlling our border. 
After over a week I heard nothing, 
and nothing from him either on TV 
or in this newspaper. Yet he has the 
audacity to send out emails about 
how he is helping us. He just follows 
what his leader, Nancy Pelosi, tells 
him. 

Rep. Larson, it’s time to do what 
is best for the people you represent, 
versus playing the political game. 
Maybe it’s time for a new represen- 
tative. 

Joseph Marinello, Wethersfield 


Disappointed DOJ has 
not charged Trump 


The instigator of the insurrec- 
tion is stating that, if elected, he 
would pardon those in prison for the 
insurrection and the murder of five 
people. Donald Trump should be in 
prison instead of going around the 
country continuing with his lies. I 
am disappointed with the Depart- 
ment of Justice and committee 
for not starting at the top with the 
arrests. 

Susan Beth Aldrich, 

West Hartford 


There’s no good reason 
to expand NATO 


Does the expansion of NATO feed, 
shelter or cloth one family? Does 
it help us deal with the climate or 
COVID crises? Does it help provide 
support for our schools and front- 
line teachers? Why are we risk- 
ing nuclear war over the issue of 
expanding NATO? NATO is an anti- 
quated military alliance along the 
lines of the military alliances that 
brought us World War I and may 
now bring us World War III. NATO 
war games so close to the Russian 
line endanger us all. 

We need to be aware of the 
disguised war propaganda that justi- 
fies NATO and its expansion to the 
east. While our U.S. media screams 
about so-called Russian aggression 
in Crimea, much of the world sees 
the U.S. invasion of Iraq and Afghan- 
istan as brutal and unjustified. Why 
the double standard? 

Joseph Wasserman, 

West Hartford 


Time for Republicans 
to grow a spine 


On the right of American citi- 
zens to vote, our Constitution has 
specified in the 19th Amendment: 
“The right of citizens of the United 
States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States 
or by any State.” What part of that 
do the members of the Republican 
party not understand? Or does fear 
of Donald Trump and his minions 
have more impact on their moral 
code than their duty to fulfill their 
sworn oath of office? The Constitu- 
tion is the backbone of our democ- 
racy — now if only the Republicans 
would remember that and grow a 
spine. 

Gale Morganroth, Coventry 
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Land trust driven by passion 
for environment, community 


By Cat Dickman 


This is about an organization that has 
impacted my views on making positive 
changes for the environment and commu- 
nity in Connecticut. I stumbled upon the 
Middlesex Land Trust by chance one day 
while on a hike. I saw a kiosk with its infor- 
mation and joined its stewardship group 
after becoming intrigued, having lived in 
Portland, Connecticut, my whole life and 
never having thought about who owned the 
land I frequently used for hikes. 

I found out that since 1987, the Middlesex 
Land Trust has been preserving Connecti- 
cut’s open spaces in Cromwell, Durham, 
Middlefield, Middletown, East Hampton, 
Portland and Haddam Neck. The land trust, 
run almost entirely by volunteers, manages 
more than 1,000 acres in 52 preserves. Its 
land is open to the public and also serves 
as valuable habitat for wildlife and native 
plants. 

I was excited to attend its stewardship 
groups’ “burn picnic party,” which was held 
to celebrate the accomplishments the group 
had achieved in the previous year and also 
conveniently served to burn a large tree 
stump on one of the fields that the land trust 
maintains with a local farmer. As a 22-year- 
old college student, I’m the youngest in the 
group by perhaps 30 years. The group is 
composed of about 15 men and women and 
led by Chantal Foster, the head of stew- 
ardship at the land trust. I sat near the fire, 
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watching as the group had fun talking, 
throwing branches into the fire and roast- 
ing hot dogs. Chantal handed me a plate for 
my hot dog, which I realized was a Frisbee, 
complete with bite marks from her dogs. “It 
helps eliminate trash and food doesn’t fall 
out!” She said when I questioned the utensil. 
Chantal stood to summarize the many 
accomplishments they’d achieved in the 
year, and I listened intently. While listen- 
ing, it was easy to forget the larger problems 
facing the Connecticut and global environ- 
ments. Whether it be climate change, water 
pollution, loss of wildlife habitat, encroach- 
ing invasive plants, the list goes on. When 
it is often hard to see what can actually be 
changed for the better, it can be so hard 
not to be pessimistic. After all, what grand 
gesture can I do as just one person? None of 
us can individually solve these problems. 
But seeing all of these stewards together 
and at work gives me hope to keep trying. 
They could be doing anything with their 
time, but as Chantal reported, this past year 
they’ve chosen to dedicate about 500 hours 
to reaching out to community members 
for support, tracking through poison ivy to 
install trail kiosks, clearing invasive plants 
and fallen trees from trails, lugging heavy 
stones down a steep hill to create a path 
across a stream, and so much more. 
Although I was able to only participate 
in a few work sessions before going back to 
school, it made me feel good to know I was 
accomplishing something concrete. And 


all of this group’s work amounts to making 
progress in solving the bigger problems that 
seem daunting when you’re alone. 

The stewards’ work goes largely unrec- 
ognized, but by watching, I have learned 
that to them it doesn’t matter because they 
have an inherent passion for the land. There 
has to be areason they keep coming back to 
work, so it must feel good for them too. It is 
more refreshing for the mind than anything 
else to see such dedication. It seems like a 
great model for creating change to encour- 
age community members to bond with the 
natural areas around them. 

The stewards then encourage others to 
foster this bond by doing the often thank- 
less work of maintaining trails that anyone 
can use and enjoy. Helping your land should 
not always be framed as strictly an “envi- 
ronmental issue,” but instead a personal 
one. My hope is that more people can 
develop this kind of love and passion for 
their local land so that Connecticut areas 
can be protected for generations. 

Stewardship is only one way to get 
involved with the land trust. Those who 
wish to become a member or use any of the 
land trust’s trails should certainly check out 
the website where preserves are listed and 
mapped. 


Cat Dickman ts a watershed coordinator and 
a senior college student studying environ- 
mental studies and English. She is from 
Portland. 


It’s time for liberal media to step up 


By Gary Franks 


When will the liberal media stop follow- 
ing the Democrats’ wishes? We get it. You 
despise former President Donald Trump. 
Oh, yes, the riot on Jan. 6 was bad. However, 
doing a deep dive on this matter is like 
doing a deep dive into the sinking of the 
Titanic. 

Why? 

America has bigger problems as it heads 
into icy waters under the leadership of 
President Joe Biden. 

Liberal media, in the 
past, you missed it on two 
very important issues: 
COVID-19, which was 
used as a political pawn, 
and Biden’s foreign affairs 
record. The latter you 
totally ignored. 

In just these two areas 
alone we have had the 
Biden Administration 
state its “surprise” over the omicron vari- 
ant and its “surprise” over the speed of 
the U.S.-supported government’s collapse 
in Afghanistan. Liberal media I am not so 
sure how many more “we-were-surprised” 
events America can take. 

The highly respected former Defense 
Secretary Robert Gates, who for decades 
worked around Biden, stated that the presi- 
dent has been wrong on every major foreign 
policy issue for over 40 years. Did anyone 
in the media question Biden on this record 
and get his response to each failure prior to 
the election? No. A person’s past judgment 
is the best predictor of a person’s future 
judgment. 

A recent report by the U.S. Army stated 
that the Biden Administration moved too 
slowly in its evacuation plans in Afghan- 
istan. I say, facetiously, that maybe this 
explains how 900 Americans have been 
rescued after the pullout when the Biden 
Administration originally claimed there 
were only acouple hundred left behind. 

It is part of the media’s job to challenge 
and push the Biden Administration, which 
will ultimately help its members perform 
their jobs better. 

This is risky as Biden has more than once 
demonstrated his intolerance to questions 
that he finds challenging. He ripped into 
and apologized to areporter after saying 
in response to a question, “a stupid son ofa 
* ” Flas America lost its prestige on the 
world stage? 

The French president and Germany 
chancellor planned separate meetings with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin in hope 
of averting a possible invasion of Ukraine, 
demonstrating an abdication of America’s 
leadership. 

Would anyone claim that this would have 
happened under former presidents Reagan, 
HW. Bush or Trump? I think not. 
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President Joe Biden exits Marine One as he arrives at Culpeper Regional Airport on Thursday in 
Brandy Station, Va. The media has failed to challenge the Biden administration on foreign affairs, 
border security and other issues, writes former U.S. Rep. Gary Franks. ALEX BRANDON/AP 


And there’s another international crisis 
closer to home: U.S. border security. Failure 
to protect borders was one of the causes of 
the Roman Empire’s fall. For the governors 
of border states to be crying for federal help 
only to get inadequate assistance is disturb- 
ing. 

Biden has refused to even go to the 
U.S.-Mexican border. That’s unfortunate. 
Maybe a commission should be set up to 
study and implement new policies or simply 
revert back to what Trump was doing. 

Biden can start to turn this around. 
Remember history. Excessive sanctions on 
Japan was the root cause for the empire’s 
attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Biden has contemplated sending 8,500 
troops to Eastern Europe to “offset” 
Russia’s 130,000. That simply does not add 
up. Seems more like a creep per Vietnam 
led by former president Lyndon Johnson, 
rather than overwhelming force — led by 
General Colin Powell — used to remove an 
invading Iraq from Kuwait during Oper- 
ation Desert Storm in 1991. And now the 
U.S./NATO threat of shutting down an 
inoperable new Russian gas pipeline is an 
enigma to me. 

We should all pray that Gates’ streak on 
Biden’s judgment will come to an end. 

I believe we would be better served if 
Biden sent 8,500 troops to protect “our 
border.” We are being invaded. Mastering 
our security at the U.S.-Mexican border 
would be a major signal to the world that 
the president gets it and is starting to exert 


Please send us your true stories, written in your voice. 


Love Etc. Stories from the heart — your 
essays about emotional life in the 21st 





century. 


J Why I... In which you explain why you feel so 
5 strongly about something in Connecticut. 





strength. 

Instead, we are flying these migrants to 
new homes in various parts of the U.S. 

The drugs and bad folks coming in ille- 
gally will inevitably be something we will 
regret. Asylum from Mexico is not credible. 
Many migrants are using Mexico as a pass 
through. They should be seeking asylum in 
Mexico, request a visa for the U.S. into the 
immigration line like everyone else from 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

The increased crime in our cities is driven 
by drug trafficking. This quasi open border 
policy is fueling these problems. And we 
wonder why our crime rates are rising. 

And what about the rise in the deaths of 
people between the ages of 18-45 due to 
fentanyl overdoses? This synthetic opioid 
has been funneled in through Mexico and 
has killed over 100,000 Americans since 
Biden has been president. 

Yes, liberal media you love America. 
Please do your job to help America. It’s 
fine to continue your hatred of Trump. But 
could you compartmentalize those feelings? 
There are more than 330 million Americans 
who you should be serving. We need you 
now more than ever. 


Gary Franks served three terms as US. rep- 
resentative for Connecticut’s 5th District. He 
was the first Black Republican elected to the 
House in nearly 60 years and New England’s 
first Black member of the House. Host: pod- 
cast “We Speak Frankly.” Author: “With God, 
For God, and For Country.” 


First Person: In which you explain a deeply 
ey private issue against the backdrop of social and 


economic forces. 


Living Here: What is it really like to live in 
Connecticut? 


We welcome all submissions and will publish the best. We especially look for younger writers and those whose voices aren’t heard 
often enough. Essays should be 600-700 words, written in the first person and emailed to oped@courant.com. 


To advertise, call 860-525-2525 
or placeanad.courant.com 








BLUESTONE!!! 
Steps - Sidewalks Patios 
We also repair existing steps / 
sidewalks / patios 
860-633-6612 





FIREWOOD 2 cords $390 includes 
delivery, 1 cord, call for pricing 860- 
228-2003 


FITNESS TRACKER Xiaomi Mi Band 
4 Steps Heart $25 860-776-5323 


HD RADIO TUNER Digital AM/FM/HD 
Stereo $50 860-776-5323 


ICE CREAM CHAIRS — white, 
50’s 20.00ea 860-993-7061 


INTERNET CABLE MODEM/ROUTER 
NetGear N300 $50 860-776-5323 


TAG SALES 








from 





Tag Sales & Flea Markets 


SIMSBURY - MOVING/ESTATE Sale. 
Complete rooms available. 80% of 
content of 3000 feet house for sale. 
Some _ antiques. Sat. 9-4, Mon. 
2-8, Tues 2-8, (Wed. 12-8 50% off) 
Everything must go!! See Craig’s 
List for photos. 11 Canaan Way, 
Simsbury. No Early Birds 


WATERBURY -_ Estate Sale. 65 
Hinsdale Ave. Fri 2/11 & Sat 2/12, 
7am-7pm & Sun 2/13, am- 
3pm. Furniture, tools, home décor, 
everything must go! 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


At Your Service 


CALL MARKS AUTO PARTS 


in East Granby. For more information 
860-653-2551 


4 Hartford 


ELEY A T © OR 


ELEVATOR SERVICE COMPANY 
Maintenance, Repair, Modernization 
Servicing All of Connecticut 
Competitive Rates and Quality 
Service 
hartfordelevator@yahoo.com 
860-757-3960 


L&A MASONRY HOME 
IMPROVEMENT LLC 
new basement 
remodeling basement 
new bathrooms 
remodeling bathrooms 
deck, kitchen, painting, 
www.lamasonryllc.com 
(860)378-9843 




















OSTRINSKY SCRAP Buyers of scrap. 
Manchester, CT. 860-643-5879 









SHEDS BUILT ON SITE 

built on site, rough Sawn lum- 

ber, well built, full size lumber, shed 
base included. Call for pricing: 860- 
228-2003 ctshedsbuiltonsite.com 





STONE WALLS Walkways, natural 
stone. We can break stone into usable 
wall stone. Pavers, blue stone, patio, 
fire pits. 

Call 860-633-6612 


TREE WORK Take down, yard expans- 
ion, brush clearing & saw mill service. 
Free written estimates & reasonable 
rates. 860-228-2003 


WANTED JAZZ & ROCK RECORDS by 
collector Mike 860-573-8678 





Wanted To Buy 








1 BUY VINTAGE ELECTRONICS 
OLD TOYS, MILITARY JEWELRY, 
ADVERTISING WATCHES, MUSCIAL 
INSTRUMENTS, CAMERAS, 
WATCHES, SIGNS, ART, SPORTS 
MEMORABILIA, OLD STUFF 
ANTIQUES, GUITARS, AMPS, TUBE 
HI-Fl, RECEIVERS, AUDIO~ EQ, 
RADIOS, HAM, CB, SAXOPHONES & 
MANY OTHER OLD ITEMS! 

CALL 860-707-9350 


ALWAYS BUYING MACHINIST 

TOOLBOXES Tools & tooling, conte- 
nts of machine shops, home worksho- 
ps & small lathes Call 860-985-5760 









ANTIQUES & OLD STUFF WANTED 


Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Toys, Games, 
Silver Plated Items, Costume Jewelry, 
Pottery, Typewriters, Sewing Machines, 
Clocks, Tools, Xmas, Lanterns, Oil 
Lamps, Glassware, Knives, Hunting, 
Fishing, Books. 860-8 74-8396 


| ae 


I CID 





> oS 





BUYING PRE1980 Toys, Model Kits, 
Comic Bks, Baseball Card Posters & 
Cards, Pennants, Political, Postcards, 
Beer, Bar, Soda, Oil & Gas Station 
Cans&Signs, License Plates, Jewelry, 
Masonic & Fraternal Items, Zippos, | 
check Bsmnt/ Attic. 860-81 7-4350 


www.courant.com/pets 





Dogs 


AKC GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPPIES 
$1100 Ready now 978-249-3193 





a} 
ANTOLIAN SHEPARD PUPPIES 


8 week old puppies ready to go home 
Feb. 7. AKC registered, $1,000 each. 
Please text (860)550-5461 


BICHON FRISE PUPPIES Vet Exam, 
Current on Vaccines $1600 F/M 
Hypoallergenic, 860-680-2955 


COCKAPOO PUPPIES $1400 Vetted, 
Vacs, 860-942-2651 


GOLDEN RETREIVER PUPPIES Ready 
1/29, 1st shots & dewormed. $850. 
802-895-2784 











LABRADOR RETRIEVER Lab Pups, 
AKC Males, Yellow, Excellent, Temp 
and health. Blocky heads Shots, 
Ready Now, $1,000 860-236-5200 





LABRADORS AKC registered 2 red, 2 
yellow Sire and Dam OFA cert. $2k 
First vax and fecal check. Ready 3/8 





‘wi <a: 
MINI GOLDENDOODLE 


Cute, calm and loyal friends raised 
in our home. Their hypoallergenic 
coat makes them ideal pets for your 
home. Our puppies are vaccinated, 
dewormed and are vet checked by our 
vet $2500. For availability Call/text 
Dan at 413.244.6772 








MINI GOLDENDOODLE Puppies. 3 

males/3 females. Beautiful Red 
color. Family raised in Hoosick 
Falls, NY. 1st shots, vet exam, 
microchipped. 2 year health 
guarantee. Ready Feb 26. Will text 
photos. $2,800. Call/text 802-282- 
2232 


Steve Dale’s 
PET WORLD 
Sundays in Smarter Living 





we i a\ ay j 
PINBALL MACHINES - CASH PAID 
We are looking to buy pinball 


machines in any condition and will do 
all moving. Call today! 860 986 4055 





Lost/Found 


IMPOUND - #167 Pitbull Mix, Female, 
Brindle. #168 Pitbull Mix, Male, 
Black & White. Call Hartford PD 
860-757-4000 


Auto & SUV's 


TOYOTA CAMRY 2010 - $8,000 Low 
Mileage. 860-836-0651 


Auto | Truck Wanted 
CASH PAID 


for any Toyota, other makes. Any 
condition. Running or not, crashed 


Okay. Will take other makes and 
models. 203-600-4431 

Steve Dale’s 

PET WORLD 


Sundays in Smarter Living 





Get Comfy. 


Every Friday. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


Hartford 


Pursuant to §19a-638(a)(2) of the 
Connecticut General Statutes, Day Kimball 
Healthcare, Inc., and Covenant Health, 
Inc., will submit the following Certificate of 
Need application. Applicants: Day Kimball 
Healthcare, Inc., and Covenant Health, 
Inc. Address: 320 Pomfret Street, Putnam, 
Connecticut 06260. Proposal: Affiliation of 
Day Kimball Healthcare, Inc. with Covenant 
Health, Inc. Capital Expenditure: There is 
no capital expenditure associated with the 
proposal. 

2/10, 2/11 & 2/12/22 7147691 





Connecticut 


Buy. Sell. Save. 


YOUR PERFECT 
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HIRE Is WAITING 


courant.com/jobs 


Bid Number: 022-001 

Start / End Dates & Times: 

02/01/2022 - 2:00pm to 02/28/2022 
- 10:00am 

Bid: Open 

TOWN OF KENT 

KENT VILLAGE CENTER STREETSCAPE 
IMPROVEMENTS - PHASE ONE 

KENT, CT 

Issued On: Tuesday February 1, 2022 

Bid Due: Friday, February 28, 2022 at 10:00 
AM 

The Town of Kent (““OWNER” or the “OECD”), 
having its place of business at 41 Kent Green 
Boulevard, Kent, CT 06757 invites sealed 
bids for Kent Village Center Streetscape 
Improvements - Phase One, in accordance 
with the Contract Documents prepared by 
SLR Consulting , Inc. 

Bids will be received at the office of The 
First Selectman, Town Hall, Second Floor, 41 
Kent Green Boulevard, PO Box 678, Kent, CT 
06757 until 10:00 AM local time on Monday, 
February 28, 2022, at which time and place, 
said Bids will be publicly opened and read 
aloud. 

Please go to Town of Kent website for 
bid package information https://www. 
townofkentct.org/home/bids/kent-village- 
center-streetscape-improvements-phase-one 
2/9-2/16/2022 7146870 





IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
IN AND FOR HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY, STATE OF FLORIDA 


FAMILY LAW DIVISION 


IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF: 
H.D.N. 


Case No.: 21-DR-017148 
Division: A 


NOTICE OF ACTION FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS AND STEPPARENT ADOPTION 


TO: Milagros Monique Ortiz, biological mother of the male child born on March 13, 2009 


Current Residence Address: Unknown 


Last Known Residence Address: 26 Sherman Street, Apt. B3, Hartford, CT, 06105 

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a Joint Petition for Adoption by Stepparent and Termination 
of Parental Rights has been filed by Petitioner Erica Diaz, and father, Ferdinand Nunery, Jr., 
regarding a minor male child born to Milagros Monique Ortiz on March 13, 2009, in the Bronx, 
New York. The biological mother is Hispanic, 34 years old, approximately 5’7” tall and 175 Ibs., 
with brown hair and brown eyes. All other physical characteristics and her residence address 
are unknown and cannot be reasonably ascertained. 

There will be a hearing on the Joint Petition for Adoption by Stepparent and Termination of 
Parental Rights on March 29, 2022, at 11:45am eastern time, before Judge Jared E. Smith at 
the George E. Edgecomb Courthouse, 800 East Twiggs Street, Courtroom 411, Tampa, Florida 
33602. The Court has set aside 15 minutes for the hearing which will be held via Zoom at the 
following link: https://zoom.us/j/96980509625?pwd VEdOVE9XdzBJcXdOTnIitbIVRcGtYUTO9. 
Zoom Meeting ID: 969 8050 9625. Zoom phone number: (786)635-1003. The grounds for 
termination of parental rights are those set forth in §63.089 of the Florida Statutes. 

You may object by appearing at the hearing and filing a written objection with the Court. If you 
desire counsel and believe you may be entitled to representation by a court-appointed attorney, 
you must contact the Clerk of Court and request that an “Affidavit of Indigent Status” be mailed 
to you for completion and return to the Office of the Clerk of Court. 

A copy of any written defenses must be served on Petitioner’s attorney, Melissa A. Cordon, PA., 
806 East Jackson Street, Suite Lower A, Tampa, Florida 33602, (813)223-1177, and file the 
original response or pleading with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Hillsborough County, Florida, 
800 East Twiggs Street, Tampa, Florida 33602, (813)276-8100, on or before March 4, 2022, 
a date which is a date not less than 28 nor more than 6O days after the first publication of 


this Notice. 


UNDER 863.089, FLORIDA STATUTES, FAILURE TO FILE A WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THIS NOTICE 
WITH THE COURT AND TO APPEAR AT THIS HEARING CONSTITUTES GROUNDS UPON WHICH 
THE COURT SHALL END ANY PARENTAL RIGHTS YOU MAY HAVE REGARDING THE MINOR CHILD. 


If you are a person with a disability wno needs any accommodation in order to participate in 
this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA Coordinator, Hillsborough County Courthouse, (813)272-7040. Hearing 
impaired 1-800-955-8771, Voice impaired |-800-955-8770, email ADA@fljud13.org at least 7 
days before your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification. 


If you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711. 
Name of Newspaper: Hartford Courant 
Dated: January 28, 2022 

CINDY STUART 

CLERK OF COURT & COMPTROLLER 
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY FLORIDA 


1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19/2022 7125913 


tribune publishing 


recruitment services 


Connecticut 


Development Coordinator for Parkville 
Neighborhood Projects 
Hartford, Connecticut 


The Capital Region Development Authority 
(“CRDA”), a quasi-public agency of the 
State of Connecticut, is seeking a qualified 
contractor to serve as a development project 
coordinator in the Parkville neighborhood. 
Please see full posting and submission 
requirements at  https://crdact.net/wp- 
content/uploads/2022/01/1-2 7-2022-De- 
velopmentCoordinator-ParkvilleProjects.pdf 
1/28 - 2/13/2022 7138105 








LEGAL NOTICE 
TOWN OF CROMWELL, CONNECTICUT 
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS AND 
PROPOSALS (RFQ/RFP) FOR THE PLAN 
OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW AND UPDATE 
FEBRUARY 11, 2022 


The Town of Cromwell invites sealed propos- 
als from qualified planning firms to prepare 
the Plan of Conservation and Development 
Comprehensive Review and Update until 
2:00 PM on Friday March 11. 


The documents comprising the Request 
for Proposals can be found on the Town’s 
website,www.cromwellict.com, (under BIDS/ 
RFPS/RFQs). They can also be obtained in 

person at the Cromwell Town Hall, Planning 
Department Office, 41 West Street, 
Cromwell, CT 06416, during the hours of 
8:30 AM — 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 


The Town of Cromwell reserves the rights 
to amend or terminate this Request for 
Proposals, accept all or any part of a 
proposal, reject all proposals, waive any 
informalities or informalities and award the 
contract to the lowest proposal that meets 
the criteria set forth in the RFP and is in the 
best interests of the Town. 

2/12/2022 7148929 








Notice is hereby given that Extra Space 
Storage will sell at public auction, to satisfy 
the lien of the owner, personal property de- 
scribed below belonging to those individuals 
listed below at location indicated: 

Extra Space Storage, 56 Pameacha Ave, 
Middletown, Ct 06457 860-575-7610 
February 23, 2022 at 11:00 AM 


Bourbon Walker 
Unit# 1084 
Household items 


David Patrick Locklear 
Unit#2015 
Household Items 


Dina Hughes 
Unit#2040 
Household 


Neil Alan 
Unit#2153 
Furniture 


Nancy Young 
Unit# 3154 
Household Items 


The auction will be listed and advertised 
on www.storagetreasures.com. Purchases 
must be made with cash only and paid at the 
above referenced facility in order to complete 
the transaction. Extra Space Storage may 
refuse any bid and may rescind any purchase 
up until the winning bidder takes possession 
of the personal property. 

2/12/2022 7149122 











RENTSCHLER FIELD —- PEDESTRIAN 
BRIDGE & WALKWAY 
SLR#141.15498.00004-01 
Notice of Permit Application 


Town(s): East Hartford 


Notice is hereby given that the Connecticut 
State of Office and Policy Management C/O 
Melissa McCaw - the Secretary of the Office 
of Policy and Management (the “applicant”) 
of 593 Silver Lane, East Hartford will submit 
to the Department of Energy & Environmental 
Protection an application under Connecticut 
General Statutes Section: 22a-39 (INLAND 
WETLANDS AND WATERCOURSES). 


Specifically, the applicant proposes to install 
a pedestrian sidewalk along the south side 
of Silver Lane and a pedestrian bridge over 
Willow Brook. The proposed concrete side- 
walk will be a maximum of 10-feet wide near 
the bridge and will transition to 5-feet wide 
as it connects to existing sidewalks along 
the south side of Silver Lane. The pedestrian 
bridge will be a 60-foot span truss bridge on 
concrete abutments with one wing wall on the 
south side of the east abutment. An existing 
decorative metal fence will be relocated to 
the south side of the proposed pedestrian 
sidewalk on both sides of the bridge. An ex- 
isting chain link fence crossing Willow Brook 
will be removed. A single concrete pad with 
a bench and trash receptacle will be placed 
adjacent to the sidewalk on each side of the 
bridge. Some tree removal will be required to 
complete the project; however, tree clearing 
has been minimized to the greatest extent 
practicable to complete the project. The 
proposed activity will take place at 593 Silver 
Lane in East Hartford. The proposed activity 
will potentially affect: inland wetlands and 
Willow Brook. 


Interested persons may obtain copies of the 
application from [Brian Anisimov, banisimov@ 
slrconsulting.com, 99 Realty Dr, Cheshire, CT 
06410, 203-271-1773]. 


The application will be available for 
inspection at the Department of Energy & 
Environmental Protection, Land & Water 
Resources Division, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, 
CT 06106-5127, telephone 860-424-3019 
from 8:30 to 4:30 Monday through Friday. 
Please call in advance to schedule review of 
the application. 

2/12/2022 7148903 
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OBITUARIES BY TOWN 





Avon Out of State 

Jane D’Amato Robin S. Weiss 
Berlin Rocky Hill 

Maria Brzoza James P. Reilly 
East Hartford Simsbury 

Catherine Benoit Jane D’Amato 
Enfield Southington 

Larry E. Graef Sandra E. Thayer 
Farmington Torrington 

Joseph P. Lapenta Robert H. Kornelak 
Manchester West Hartford 

Danielle J. Parrish Robert H. Kornelak 
Middletown Joseph P. Lapenta 

Robin S. Weiss Wethersfield 
New Britain Rose Italia 

Maria Brzoza OUT OF STATE 
Other Towns in CT Robin S. Weiss 

James P. Reilly Naples, FL 

Carol Rossini 


Arnold A. Tonn 


* Denotes name listing only. 
Please note: not all death notices are in alphabetical order. 


OBITUARIES 





Benoit, Catherine (Fisher) 


Catherine (Fisher) Benoit, 84, 
passed away on February 7, 
2022. Catherine was born in 
Hartford, Ct on December 22, 
1937, and beloved wife of the 
late Alfred J. Benoit. She 
leaves behind her two special 
nieces; Gail Rainville (John 
Stevens), Sandra St. John 
(Louis) and all her loving 
nieces and nephews, best 
| friend Barbara Gerstrauer, 
her game players at home; Pat Totten and Ron Totten 
and Patty Labreck and all her bingo-playing friends. 
Her mother, Bessie and father Charles, sisters Caroline 
and Charlotte, brothers James and Fred as well as a 
niece Donna, predecease her. 
Prior to her retirement, she worked for Aetna Life and 
Casualty for 30 years. She belonged to the South End 
Seniors Club in East Hartford and was a bingo caller as 
well as RSVP retired senior volunteer planner, also a 
volunteer for the S.N.E.T C.E.R.T. Program. 
Calling hours will be held on Monday, February 14, 
2022 from 10 am to 12 pm followed by a Funeral 
Home Service at 12 pm at Newkirk & Whitney Funeral 
Home, 318 Burnside Avenue, East Hartford, CT 06108. 
Burial immediately following at Hillside Cemetery, East 
Hartford, CT. To sign the online guest book go to www. 
newkirkandwhitney.com. In Lieu of Flowers, memo- 
rial donations may be made in her name to St. Mary's 
Church (North American Martyrs Parish) 15 Maplewood 
Avenue, East Hartford, CT 06108. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Brzoza, Maria 


Maria Brzoza, 90, of New 
Britain, wife of the late 
Zdzislaw Brzoza, passed away 
peacefully on Thursday, 
February 10, 2022. Born in 
Poland, she came to the US in 
~~, 1970. She was a member of 
* Sacred Heart Church in New 
Fee. Britain. Maria loved to work in 
foay - the garden and take care of 
® her beautiful flowers. 

: A loving mother, grandmother 

and great grandmother she is survived by her daughter, 
Wieslawa & Marian Wach and their children Malgosia 
and Matthew Wach, all of Kensington, CT, her sons: 
Janusz and Helena Trela and their family of Poland, 
Witold Trela and his family of Poland and Mark Trela 
of New Britain, her granddaughter Ania and her family 
of Wisconsin, extended family and many cousins in 
Poland. She was pre-deceased by her granddaughter 
Diane Wach, her brother Michal and three sisters: 
Stanislawa, Zofia, and Cecylia. 
Relatives and friends are invited to call on Monday, 
February 14, 2022, from 8:30 am to 10:30 am at Duksa 
Family Funeral Homes at Burritt Hill, 332 Burritt St., 
New Britain, followed by a Mass of Christian Burial at 
11:00 am at Sacred Heart Church, New Britain. She 
will be laid to rest in Sacred Heart Cemetery. To share 
a message of sympathy with her family, please visit us 
at www.duksa.net 


Y 
DUKSA 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Kornelak, Robert H. 


Robert H. Kornelak, 64, of 
West Hartford, Connecticut 
passed away at his home on 
February 4, 2022. He 
was the beloved son of 
Stanley and Helen Kornelak. 
Robert grew up in Torrington, 
graduating from 
Torrington High School in 
1975, and from Torrington 
Beauty Academy in 1977. 
After graduation, he set 
up hair salons around the state ending up with a salon 
in West Hartford Center where he served 
customers for over 40 years. His customers were de- 
voted to him and stayed with him for 20, 30 and 40 
plus years. Robert's clientele were not only customers, 
but friends and family to him, and he to them. In 
West Harford, he would also meet his wife, Susan 
Norris, who shared a wonderful life together with 
Robert for over 34 years. Robert will be deeply missed 
by his family, friends, and customers. 
Robert would go out of his way to help people and 
animals in any way he could. He had a gentle soul, a 
huge heart, a kind spirit and was generous beyond 
compare. Robert was an avid skier, teaching skiing as 
a young adult and looking forward to every winter 
when he could get out on the mountain. He loved any 
kind of water sport, but mostly sailing. He excelled on 
his high school swim team. 
Robert is survived by his loving wife Susan Norris, 
sister-in-law and brother- in- law, Sara and Richard 
Markham of West Hartford, sister- in -law, Sally Cabanski 
of Arlington, Texas, nieces Katherine Markham 
(David Feldman) and Emily Markham (Daniel Bertrand), 
nieces Vanessa and Alisa Cabanski, and two 
great nephews. Robert is predeceased by his mother 
and father. 
A special thank you to the staff at Hartford Healthcare 
at Home Hospice Care. Their professionalism, 
knowledge, care, and support meant so much. 
A celebration of life will be held and announced at a 
later date. Memorial donations may be made to an 
animal charity of your choice, and please do something 
kind for another person and think of Robert. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Weiss, Robin S. 


Robin Sari Weiss Born 08/19/1951 passed on 01/27/2022 
in Naples, FL. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





ve the obituary section on courant.com 


to share memories of loved ones. 





OBITUARIES 


D'Amato, Jane (Dalziel) 


Jane (Dalziel) D'Amato, 91, of 
Avon passed away peacefully 
on Thursday, February 10, 
2022 at John Dempsey 
Hospital in Farmington. She 
was the beloved wife of the 
late Lawrence John D'Amato, 
whom she __ affectionately 
pronounced as “the love of 
my life from day one.” She 
was born April 23, 1930 in 
Manhattan, daughter of the 
late Fred and Mary (Damiano) Dalziel, and had lived in 
Simsbury prior to moving to Avon over 20 years ago. 
Mrs. D'Amato was a parishioner of the Church of St. 
Ann in Avon and St. Mary Star of the Sea in Unionville. 
Jane was an avid golfer, who started her decades-long 
joy of the sport with her father when she was a young 
teen. Jane and her younger sister, Dolores “Dee” Risse, 
were inseparable since childhood, referring to each 
other as “My Dear Sister” for as long as can be re- 
membered. When they married and later lived far apart, 
they'd reconnect as couples or with family or friends 
whenever possible. They spoke constantly by phone, 
including when Jane was on hospice. 
For Jane, faith and family were everything. She devoted 
her life in service to God, her husband, and kids. Her 
grandchildren were her pride and joy. Jane was a 
talented seamstress and knitter, and meticulously 
Stitched the most impressive Oriental rugs. After at- 
tending business school, Jane worked for the Nelson 
Rockefeller Law Group in downtown Manhattan. She 
volunteered to care for premature babies much of 
her adult life and in many other capacities without 
hesitation. She and Larry were loyal supporters for the 
sanctity of life. 
In addition to her loving husband of 57 years, she is 
Survived by her sons, Michael D'Amato and his wife 
Mara of Burlington, John D'Amato and his wife Bonnie 
of East Granby; her daughter, Maria O'Donnell and 
her husband Joe of Simsbury; her grandchildren, John 
and Philip D'Amato, and Michelle and Christopher 
O'Donnell; her sister, Dolores Risse of Cherry Hill, NJ; 
and many nieces and nephews. She was predeceased 
by her brother-in-law Robert Risse, Larry's childhood 
best friend; brother-in-law Leonard D‘Amato; and 
sister-in-law Michelina (D'Amato) Sarna. 
The family will receive friends at the Vincent Funeral 
Home, 880 Hopmeadow Street in Simsbury on Monday, 
February 14 from 9:30 AM to 10:30 AM, followed by 
procession for a Mass of Christian Burial, 11:00 at the 
Church of St. Ann in Avon. Burial will follow in St. Ann's 
Cemetery in Avon. The family expresses its sincere 
gratitude to Jane’s personal in-home caretakers, the 
caring staff of River Ridge at Avon assisted living facil- 
ity, John Dempsey Hospital, and Seasons Hospice. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial donations may be made to Two 
Hearts Pregnancy Care Center of Torrington at https:// 
www.twoheartscenter.com/donate/. Please visit Jane's 
“Book of Memories” at www.vincentfuneralhome.com 
for online condolences. 
Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Italia, Rose 


Rose Italia, 89 of Wethersfield, CT passed away peace- 
fully at Maple View Health and Rehabilitation in Rocky 
Hill, CT on November 4th, 2021. She was the last child 
of the late Pasquale and Rose Lacino Italia. She was 
predeceased by her brothers Sebastian and Salvatore 
Italia, aS well as her sister Sally Italia and her nephew 
Christopher Italia. Rose was born in Hartford on August 
25th, 1932 and grew up in the south end, where her 
parents owned a market. She graduated from Bulkeley 
High School and from there, went to St. Joseph College 
in West Hartford, where she graduated with a master’s 
degree in teaching. She taught English at Bulkeley High 
School and was a communicant at St. Luke’s Church 
in Hartford. Rose is survived by her two nephews Gary 
and Mark Italia. She also leaves behind her caregivers 
Julie, Diana and Beryl, who cared for her throughout 
the years. Private services will be held at a later date, 
with a burial at Cedar Hill Cemetery. . Please share 
online expressions of sympathy, memories or photo 
tributes at www.rosehillfuneralhomes.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 




















LaPenta, Joseph P. 


Joseph Paul LaPenta, age 87, 
passed away peacefully in 
Farmington, CT on February 
9, 2022. 


Joe was born in Hartford, 
CT on May 28, 1934. Joe's 
life led him through many 
doors, including placing 5th 
Out of 210 at a roller-skating 
competition at the Regionals 
in Queens, NY at age 15. 
After graduating from Weaver 
High School in 1953, Joe was drafted 
into the US Marine Corps, and eventually 
received an honorable discharge with rank 
of Sergeant. Next, Joe became a bricklayer 
and later joined the West Hartford Police serving 11 
years. Joe then earned a teaching certificate from New 
Britain State College, and taught masonry at Albert 
Prince Vocational School in Hartford, CT 


While a police officer, Joe organized the West Hartford 
police union, local 1783, and served about eight years 
as its president. Joe also negotiated the first labor con- 
tracts between the cities of Hartford and West Hartford 
and their police unions, as well as for the West Hartford 
School crossing guards. In 1972, Joe became owner of 
the Silver Dollar restaurant, operating for 37 years. 
Joe was appointed a Town Constable serving six years, 
later a Justice of Peace and Notary Republic. After a 
quadruple bypass surgery, Joe retired. 


Joe is survived by his three daughters, Antoinette 
Matthews and her husband Ken, Jo-Anne Cormier and 
her husband Alvin, Andrea Graham and her husband 
Mark; daughter-in-law Lynn Hebert Atkin; twelve 
grandchildren, Jonathan and Joey Vigurs, Jason, Danny 
and Kevin Matthews, Kevin Cormier and Samantha 
Camasso, Hannah, Mason and Chase Graham, Danielle 
and Gavin LaPenta; two great grandchildren, Kaylyn 
Vigurs and Luca Camasso; brother Lenny LaPenta and 
sister Rosemarie Murray; brother-in-law, Joseph Leone, 
and sister-in-law Sandra Leone Woods. Joe was prede- 
ceased by his beloved wife of 62 years, Marie Leone 
LaPenta, as well as his parents, Anthony LaPenta and 
Mary Cataldi, and his beloved son, Paul. Joe's four- 
legged loves over the years include Prince, Scottie, 
Bella, and Molly. 


“| had a great life and in passing | say goodbye to all 
and hello to my wife Marie who awaits me.” 


There will be a military burial in honor of Joe and his 
service to Our country. Friends and family are invited 
to attend at 11am on Tuesday, February 15, at Cedar 
Hill Cemetery, 453 Fairfield Ave, Hartford, CT. Online 
expressions of sympathy may be made at www.mol- 
loyfuneralhome.com 


Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 


Stories live on. 
Tell theirs. 


Share your loved one’s story. 
placeanad.courant.com/obituaries 
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Parrish, Danielle Joanne 


Danielle Joanne Parrish passed away 
peacefully Sat. evening at St. Francis hospi- 
tal on Feb 5th after fighting a month long 
illness. 


: 2 > 
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She was born Aug,18th, 1961 in Manchester, Ct. She 
attended the local schools and worked at a local florist 
shop for many years making many beautiful arrange- 
ments for all occassions. 

She was predeceased by her partner and father of her 
children Paul Billiel. 


She leaves behind 2 children and 4 grandchildren. 
Nathan Billiel and his partener Rachel Flanagan and 
thier son Nathan jr. 
Her daughter Jessie and her husband Michael Bilodeau 
and thiier 3 children Michael jr.Alexis and Ryliegh of 
Mansfield. 
Sha also leaves behind 3 siblings . Gail Parrish ,Denise 
Parrish of Manchester and a brother and sister in law. 
Michael and france s Parrish of Willington alondg with 
many lifelong friends, There will be no services as per 
her request 

Please sign guestbook at courant.com/obituaries 





Rossini, Carol 


} Carol Chaves Rossini, 79, of 
East Windsor, the beloved wife 
of John A. Rossini, passed 
away peacefully on February 
10, 2022 at Vernon Manor in 
Vernon, CT. 
The daughter of Anthony and 
Loretta Chaves, Carol was 
ms born in Hartford, CT, graduat- 
+ ing from Bulkeley High School. 
She attended A. |. Prince 
where she studied drafting. 
There she met the ive of her life, Johnnie, marrying 
in 1966. Carol began working at Hamilton Standard in 
Windsor Locks, becoming the first woman draftsman 
and excelling in her position. 
After starting a family, she and her husband moved 
to East Windsor, CT, living in the same home until the 
present time. 
Carol’s love for newborn babies led her to become a 
foster mom for Child and Family Services. During the 
next 15 years she cared for over 35 infants until they 
met their adoptive parents, making them part of her 
family. 
In 1979, Carol and her husband became the owners 
of Johnnie's Mobil in Rockville, building their business 
together and becoming very successful. For almost 30 
years they worked side by side, she being the book- 
keeper and also riding shotgun on long distance tows. 
They made many lifelong friends during this time and 
retired in 2008. 
An active woman, she loved the outdoors and spent 
many, many years camping at Hammonasset State 
Park, her second home. Her favorite times there were 
Spent with her parents, children, grandchildren, and 
great grandchildren swimming, bike riding, and playing 
endless games of Aggravation and UNO. 
Carol was also an amateur photographer and could be 
found at any event or family function snapping pictures 
to add to her collection of albums and framed prints. 
She belonged to the East Windsor Camera Club for 
many years, winning several awards for her photos. 
Dancing was her favorite activity since she was a 
young girl and discovered Elvis. She would attend 
oldie dances through the years with friends but only 
needed to hear a favorite song and would start dancing 
in her kitchen. She also began country line dancing in 
her 40's, attending weekly classes and traveling with 
friends to events to learn even more. 
Through the years she traveled with her husband, en- 
joying different activities but especially snowmobiling. 
She was an adventurous, brave lady who would join her 
husband and family snowmobiling over Connecticut, 
New Hampshire, Vermont and even spent a week in 
Alaska. After retiring, Carol and her husband explored 
the US and Canada in their RV for months at a time 
making amazing memories. 
Carol was predeceased by her brother, John Chaves. 
Besides her husband, she leaves her two children, 
daughter, Rene Rossini-Koch of Enfield, CT, and son, 
Todd Rossini and his wife, Heather, of Somers, CT. She 
also leaves her very loving and devoted grandchildren 
Jeremy Palmberg, Ryan Palmberg, Cayla_ Rossini, 
and Emily Rossini and great grandchildren Jonathan 
Palmberg and Lyla Palmberg. 
The Rossini family would like to give their heartfelt 
thanks to the wonderful staff at Vernon Manor for their 
devoted, loving care of Carol during her time there. 
Her family will receive friends on Sunday, February 
13, 2022 from 12-2 pm at Carmon Funeral Home, 807 
Bloomfield Ave., Windsor, followed by a 2:00 PM funeral 
service at the funeral home. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Foundation of America, 322 Eighth Ave., 
16th Floor, New York, NY 10001. To leave on-line con- 
dolences please visit www.carmonfuneralhome.com 
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In Loving Memory Of 
LENNY DEITCH 


a | hare memories, 


Happy Birthday Lenny! 
Love, Ina, Marv, Barbara and Mark 


In Loving Memory Of 


eta express condolences, 
and celebrate life in 


05/27/1947 - 02/12/2018 if = 
Forever in our hearts. Catch the trout by the rainbow. L C QO Z LU a Vv AY CC {7 QO V1 
Your loving family | 


In Loving Memory Of 
MARTHA GIULIANO GIBILISCO 


on courant.com. 


May 14, 1930 - February 12, 2020 
God saw that you were getting tired, 
and a cure was not to be. 
SO He put His arms around you, 
and whispered, “Come to me.” 
Thru tearful eyes we watched you, 
and saw you slip away. 
Although we loved you deeply, 
we could not make you stay. 

A golden heart stopped beating. 
Hard working hands put to rest. 
God broke our hearts to prove to us, 

He only takes the best. 
We all miss you dearly as your 
family keeps growing! 
Kids, grand-kids, 


Stories 
live on. iin 


Ask us for our listing of emblems 


Tell theirs. and how we can help you personalize 


your loved one's obituary. 
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one’s story. 
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". .£owhere 
else to go. 


Abraham Lincoln met crises on his knees! During the 
Civil War he once said, “I have been driven many times 
to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I had 
no where else to go. My own wisdom and that of all 
about me seemed insufficient for the day.” 





WHAT DO YOU DO? Complain, clam up, or commence your OWN 
solution? God says, it is “NOT by works of righteousness which we have 
done” (Titus 3:5) and “there is NO king saved by the multitude of a host: a 
mighty man is NOT delivered by much strength” (Psalm33:16). 

If we try painting the well it does not change the water. Every time we 
work the pump we bring up more of the same water. As we draw upon our 
own human resources, they are never more than our own human resources. Our * 
working cannot rise above its own level. “But to him that WORKETH NOT, but 
BELIEVETH on Him that justifieth (act of declaring a person righteous) the Heat. | It. | FO ly less} Than $90) im O) 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness” (Romans 4:5). “For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: NOT 


OF WORKS, lest any man should boast’ (Ephesians 2:8-9). “Ye that fear the Th en Wa rm An oth er 
LORD, trust in the LORD: He is their help and their shield...He will bless them 
that fear the LORD, both small and great” (Psalm 115:11,13). ; f ; 
WHERE DO YOU GO? Family, friends or follow your OWN course? Room — FREE aie a 
God says, “There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end there 
of are the ways of death” (Proverbs 16:25). “Seek ye the Lord while He may 
be found, call ye upon Him while He is near” (Isaiah 55:6). “But WITHOUT Ta ke Th ce 
that HE IS, and that HE is a rewarder of them that DILIGENTLY SEEK x 
Him” (Hebrews 11:6). “And ye shall seek Me, and find Me, when ye shall Dv a Nn { e | S 
search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:13). 
“T, even I, am the Lord and beside ME there is NO SAVIOUR... I am the F 
first, and I am the last; and beside ME there is NO GOD” (Isaiah 43:11; 44:6). Nn e ae y 
there is none else” (Isaiah 45:22). 
WHAT DO YOU FIND? Your OWN insufficiency or GOD’S SAVING 
SUFFICIENCY? 
I cannot, but GOD CAN! Challenge 
I know not, but GOD KNOWS! 
I have not, but GOD HAS! 
I will (or, I will not) bend my knees and look to the Lord Jesus Christ to 


FAITH it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and y, P 
be saved, secured and satisfied. “For whosoever shall CALL upon the NAME 














of the LORD shall be SAVED” (Romans 10:13). Buy One Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Split 
He invites you to come and to rely upon HIS WORD and d 
HIS ABILITY to SAVE and to KEEP you. Pay For One Head — Get The 2” — FREE! 
Middletown Bible Church + 860-346-0907 H t Yd 
349 East Street, Middletown, CT 06457 ea ne 
Route 217 (East Street, Westfield) midway between Routes 66 and 372 oe 
SUNDAY: www.middletownbiblechurch.org B R 
aa eae Independent ¢ Bible Centered ¢ Christ Exalting ig oom 


7:00 pm Evening Worship For information or spiritual help, please call or write. 


WEDNESDAY: A friendly church where you're a stranger only once!” 
7:30 pm _ BIBLE LINE: Call 860-346-0021 for a timely message 24 hours a day. [ | WO 
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study BIBLE LINE for CHILDREN: Call 1-800-368-1115 
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Plus Get Up To: 


$500 


Energize CT 
Rebate 
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D : WwW ] d 5 0 Daniels Energy is offering the perfecting heating solution for two 

| sney Or at rooms — when breaking down walls to install ducts is not an option. 
Mitsubishi Electric Ductless Systems are flexible, improve indoor air 

Celebrate the rich and fascinating quality, save you money — cool you in summer — and warm you in 


history of Disney World with this winter! And they can be installed in one day 


— —- featuring Call Daniels Energy Today 
original coverage and over 100 
photos from our archives. $60.81 3.91 05 
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or call (866) 545-3534 








*Available for pre-order only. 
Books will begin to ship on or before 2/28/22. 
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Champagne becomes fourth GOP senator to retire in key year 


By Christopher Keating 
Hartford Courant 


HARTFORD — State Sen. Dan 
Champagne said Friday that he is 
not seeking reelection — the fourth 
Republican incumbent to retire 
during a key political year. 

Champagne’s retirement 
represents a blow to the Senate 
Republicans because he is a proven 
vote-getter with a solid chance of 
winning again in a year when Repub- 
licans say they have political momen- 
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tum due to President Joe Biden’s low 
poll ratings. He joins three other 
veteran Republicans who are retiring 
after decades in public life — deputy 
Senate GOP leader Paul Formica of 
East Lyme, former deputy leader 
Kevin Witkos of Canton, and Craig 
Miner of Litchfield. 

Democrats currently control the 
Senate by 23-13, a sharp increase 
from an 18-18 tie in 2017 and 2018 
that produced a bipartisan state 
budget with strong input from 
Republicans. 


As Democrats waged solid 
campaigns in recent years, Cham- 
pagne won by 2 percentage points 
in 2018 and then by 1 percent- 
age point in 2020 against Coven- 
try town council member Lisa 
Thomas, who also held the Work- 
ing Families Party line. 

A retired police officer who 
served for 22 years, Champagne 
has also served since 2013 as mayor 
of his hometown of Vernon. 

He won the Senate seat in 
2018 in a huge district of about 
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100,000 residents that also covers 
Ashford, Chaplin, Coventry, East- 
ford, Ellington, Hampton, Pomfret, 
Stafford, Tolland, Union, Willing- 
ton and Woodstock. For 26 years, 
the seat was held by Sen. Tony 
Guglielmo of Stafford, a highly 
popular Republican who won 
numerous elections, often by 
margins of 25 percentage points 
or more. 

With his law enforcement 
background, Champagne was 
an outspoken opponent of the 
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Melissa Acuna, of Manchester, created a mural depicting Scheherazade inside 1001 Arabian Bites. SUSAN DUNNE/HARTFORD COURANT PHOTOS 


Food ‘so sood everyone 
should be eating it’ 


New Lebanese restaurant 1001 Arabian Bites opens in place of closed eatery in West Hartford 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


The spot at 134 Park Road in West Hartford 
has been a Lebanese restaurant for years. Now 
it’s a new Lebanese restaurant. Shehrazad’s 
opened in 2014 and closed for good last spring. 
It has been taken under new management 
and refurbished and has re-emerged as 1001 


Arabian Bites. It opened on Feb. 2. 


This is the first restaurant venture for new 
owner Heber Alvarenga of Cheshire. Alva- 
renga, who got a degree in construction 
management at Central Connecticut State 
University, owns Alva Interiors construction 
company in Waterbury. For a while, he also 
owned CJ’s meat market in Waterbury. 

Alvarenga’s venture into restaurateurship 


has a simple inspiration. 


“T tried Lebanese food and it was amazing,” 
said Alvarenga, a native of Honduras who has 
lived in the United States since age 6. “It was 
so good everyone should be eating it.” 

Alvarenga did the construction himself, 
enlarging and spiffing up the dining room and 
bar. It now seats 32. Beautiful little Turkish 
lamps shine light on the multidimensional 
stonework on the walls. The 1001 Nights 
hookah lounge in the back of the building, 
which has its own entrance, seats 45. 

A reminder of both the restaurant’s old 
and new personas is on the wall, a mural by 


Turn to Restaurant, Page 2 





1001 Arabian Bites in West Hartford has a Lebanese menu including hummus, tabbouleh, kebabs, 
pita and falafel. 


Court’s voter reapportionment 
verdict: The ‘lobster claw’ survives 


By Mark Pazniokas 
CT Mirror 


With the filing of a perfunc- 
tory final order, the Connecticut 
Supreme Court has approved 
minimal revisions to a 20-year- 
old congressional map and autho- 
rized payment of $89,800 to the 
special master who produced it. 

The order filed Thursday was 
expected, given the court’s direc- 
tions to make only the changes 
necessary to equalize the popu- 
lation of the five districts and 
complete a task that deadlocked 
the legislature’s Reapportionment 
Commission. 


In a hearing on Jan. 27, the 
justices listened to pleas by a 
lawyer representing Repub- 
licans to overhaul a map that 
initially favored the GOP but has 
produced only Democratic victo- 
ries since 2008. They asked no 
questions. 

The map will become official 
when filed with the secretary of 
the state, no later than Feb. 15. 

The map drawn by Nathaniel 
Persily, a Stanford political scien- 
tist and law professor, makes 
minimal changes in the racial, 
political and geographic features 
of districts and preserves an 
awkward border known as the 


“lobster claw.” 

The claw is the product of a 
bipartisan map drawn 20 years 
ago to set up a fair fight between 
two incumbents, a Democrat 
and a Republican left in the same 
district when the state lost one of 
its six seats. 

Ten years ago and again this 
year, the bipartisan Reappor- 
tionment Commission failed to 
produce anew congressional map 
by the state constitutional dead- 
line, leaving the job to a Supreme 
Court with little appetite for 
map-making. 


Turn to Claw, Page 2 


police accountability law that was 
passed in July 2020 by the Demo- 
cratic-controlled legislature. He 
served as the ranking member on 
the public safety committee and 
a member of the judiciary and 
education committees. 

“T am proud to have led efforts to 
protect the safety of our residents 
and work to fix the flawed police 
accountability bill passed into law 
in 2020,” Champagne said Friday. 


Turn to Senator, Page 2 


CORONAVIRUS 
IN CONNECTICUT 


State records 
fewest new 
cases since 
November 


By Alex Putterman 
Hartford Courant 


Connecticut recorded 6,744 
COVID-19 cases over the past 
week, fewest in a seven-day period 
since Nov. 25 to Dec. 1. 

That’s down from more than 
60,000 cases a week during parts of 
January, when the state’s omicron 
variant surge was at its apex. 

Though transmission remains 
at a higher level than last summer 
and fall, Connecticut has seen a 
steady and dramatic reduction in 
the number of people testing posi- 
tive and requiring hospitalization 
for COVID-19 in recent weeks. 


Cases and 
positivity rate 


Connecticut reported 1,189 new 
COVID-19 cases out of 24,078 tests 
Thursday, for a daily positivity rate 
of 4.94%. The state’s seven-day 
positivity rate now stands at 5.1%, 
down from 23.6% in early January 
and the lowest it has been since the 
first days of December. 

Connecticut has averaged 963 
daily COVID-19 cases over the 
past week, down from more than 
10,000 at one point last month. 
Unvaccinated residents have been 
about three times as likely to test 
positive in recent weeks as vacci- 
nated residents, according to state 
numbers. 

Still, 164 of Connecticut’s 169 
municipalities remain in the state’s 
“red alert” category, meaning they 
have averaged at least 15 daily cases 
per 100,000 residents over the past 
week. 

All eight Connecticut counties 
— along with nearly the rest of the 
country — are recording “high” 
levels of COVID-19 transmission as 
defined by the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
With this level of transmission, the 
CDC advises people to wear a mask 
in public indoor settings. 


Hospitalizations 


As of Thursday, Connecticut 
had 529 patients hospitalized with 
COVID-19, down 23 from Friday 
and the fewest at a time since Dec. 
7. 

Hospital officials say some 
patients hospitalized with COVID- 
19 were admitted for non-coro- 
navirus reasons before testing 
positive upon arrival but that a 
majority have significant COVID- 
19 symptoms. 

According to the state, 48.4% of 
people hospitalized with COVID-19 


Turn to Virus, Page 2 


Police make arrests in school 
board fight in Dec. over mascot 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


Glastonbury police arrested a 
local school board member and 
another man on charges connected 
to a fight over the high school’s 
original Native American mascot 
at a board meeting in December. 

Board member Monte Ray 
McFall, 57, and Mark Finocchiaro, 
53, both of Glastonbury, were 
each charged with second-de- 
gree breach of peace after turning 
themselves in on arrest warrants, 
police said Friday. Both men were 
released without having to post 
bail. 


McFall and Finocchiaro went 


face to face during a break in 
the board of education’s Dec. 14 
meeting. The meeting’s focus 
was whether Glastonbury High 
School’s Tomahawks mascot, 
which had been retired in 2020, 
should be brought back. 

Footage published by NBC 
Connecticut shows the two men 
exchanging words. The video 
shows McFall pushing Finocchiaro 
away and Finocchiaro quickly 
punching McFall in the face, caus- 
ing him to fall to the floor. No seri- 
ous injuries were reported. 

The investigation took several 
weeks, police spokesman Lt. Corey 


Turn to Mascot, Page 2 
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Melissa Acuna of Manches- 
ter depicting Scheherazade, 
the legendary storyteller of 
“One Thousand and One 
Nights.” 

Alvarenga is especially 
proud of the lamb his restau- 
rant serves. 

“Most places serve lamb 
from Australia or New 
Zealand. Ours is American. 
It comes from Colorado. 
We think it’s a higher-qual- 
ity product. The taste is so 
good, so different,” he said. 

Entrees include platters 
of lamb; shrimp and chicken 
kebabs; lamb lollipops and 
kafta, a ground combina- 
tion of lamb and beef. All 
platters come with rice, 
tabbouleh and hummus. 
Appetizers include baba 
ghanoush, labneh, falafel, 
cauliflower and fatoush. 
A vegetarian dish is a fried 
mix of fava beans and chick- 
peas with spices, parsley, 
tomato, onion, pickle and 
tahini. Wraps come in lamb, 
chicken, shrimp and falafel. 

Very strong Lebanese 
coffee is on the menu along- 
side other soft drinks. The 
bar sells beer, wine, cocktails 
and a fun list of specialty 
cocktails all themed around 
“nigh Big 

Alvarenga wants to keep 
the menu short and add 
more items later when the 
restaurant gets up to speed. 
“We’re going to add slowly,” 
he said. 

1001 Arabian Bites, 134 
Park Road in West Hart- 
ford, is open 4 p.m. to 10 
p.m. Wednesday to Monday. 
Closed Tuesdays. 1001 
Arabian Nights, in the back, 
is open Wednesday, Thurs- 
day, Sunday and Monday 
from 7 p.m. to midnight, and 
Friday and Saturday from 7 
p.m. to 2 a.m. In the spring, 
1001 Bites expects to expand 
to lunch service and open 
outdoor seating. 


Susan Dunne can be 
reached at sdunne@ 
courant.com. 


Mascot 
from Page 1 


Davis said, because police 
conducted many inter- 
views and had to wait while 
the state’s attorney reviewed 
and revised the warrant 
application before signing it. 

Asked why the breach of 
peace charges were filed 
instead of assault, espe- 
cially for Finocchiaro, 
Davis would not comment. 
Second-degree breach of 
peace is a Class B misde- 
meanor carrying a maxi- 
mum jail time of six months. 
The statute says, in part, 
that a person is guilty of the 
offense “when, with intent 
to cause inconvenience, 
annoyance or alarm, or reck- 
lessly creating arisk thereof, 
such person: (1) Engages in 
fighting or in violent, tumul- 
tuous or threatening behav- 
ior in a public place; or (2) 
assaults or strikes another.” 

McFall is set to appear in 
Manchester Superior Court 
on March 10; Finocchiaro is 
to appear on March 11. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com 
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As was the case a decade 
ago, the court hired Pers- 
ily as special master and 
directed him to make mini- 
mal changes. 

Three of the five districts 
are solidly Democratic, 
but the 2nd and the 5th are 
competitive, while leaning 
Democratic. Republicans 
have carried those districts in 
statewide races, including the 
2018 gubernatorial election. 

Six of the seven justices 
approved the new map. A 
seventh, Justice Christine 
Keller, recused herself. Her 
son is House Speaker Matt 
Ritter, D-Hartford, the 
co-chair of the Reapportion- 
ment Commission. 

Persily’s bill covered fees 
and costs. 

“Those charges total 
$89,800, an amount that 
this Court finds to be reason- 
able,” the court said. 

The court is sending the 
bill to the Reapportion- 
ment Commission. It will 
arrive with a terse direc- 
tive to “promptly remit full 
payment directly to Special 
Master Persily.” 





FBI: ‘I-91 Bandit’ has robbed 11 banks 


in 4 states, including 5 in Connecticut 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


The FBI is offering a 
reward for information 
leading to the conviction 
of the “I-91 Bandit,” a serial 
robber who it says held up 
11 banks near I-91, including 
five in Connecticut. 

The thief robbed banks in 
Enfield, Somers, Avon and 
East Windsor — atown that 
got hit twice, the FBI says. 

He is white, 5-foot-6 or 
5-foot-8, with a medium 
build, agents say. He has 
blue eyes, light-colored hair 
and usually wears a hood 
or hat and white sneak- 
ers. Investigators believe 
he may be driving a newer 


model Nissan sedan. 

During at least one 
holdup, he was wearing a 
sweatshirt that said “Post 
University” on it, appar- 
ently from the school in 
Waterbury, a surveillance 
video shows. 

The man is considered 
armed and dangerous, 
agents say. He has threat- 
ened to use a gun, and in at 
least six of the holdups he 
tried to get into the vault, 
agents say. 

“In the interest of public 
safety, we’re asking anyone 
with information about this 
individual to contact us 
immediately,” said Joseph 
R. Bonavolonta, special 
agent in charge of the FBI 


Boston Division. “We need 
to put a stop to this man’s 
crime spree before some- 
one gets hurt. He’s consid- 
ered armed and dangerous, 
so please take a close look at 
these images and reach out 
to us if you know who he is.” 
The FBI says it is offer- 
ing up to $10,000 for infor- 
mation leading to the 
identification, arrest and 
prosecution of the man, 
who they believe is respon- 
sible for robberies at: 
™@The American Eagle 
Credit Union, 201 Elm St. 
in Enfield about 11:50 a.m. 
on Sept. 20, 2021; 
M@ Webster Bank, 2 North 
Road in East Windsor about 
10:45 a.m. on Oct. 15, 2021; 


@ Webster Bank, 637 Main 
St. in Somers about 11:45 
a.m. on Oct. 22, 2021; 

@ Liberty Bank, 27 Dale 
Road in Avon about 4:40 
p.m. on Nov. 19, 2021; 

M Keystone Bank, 122 
Prospect Hill Road in East 
Windsor about 10:50 a.m. 
on Jan. 6, 2022; 

@ Arrha Credit Union, 63 
Park Ave., West Springfield, 
Mass., about 10:20 a.m. on 
Sept. 9, 2021; 

@ People’s United Bank, 479 
Canal Street, Brattleboro, 
Vt., about 4:50 p.m. on Oct. 
4, 2021; 

M@ Workers Credit Union, 
107 Tower Road, Athol, 
Mass., about 3:20 p.m. on 
Nov. 5, 2021; 


@ Savings Bank of Walpole, 
400 West Street, Keene, 
NH, about 8:45 a.m. on Nov. 
20, 2021; 

—@ Greenfield Cooperative 
Bank, 176 Avenue A, 
Montague, Mass., about 
11:50 a.m. on Dec. 16, 2021; 
Mand Franklin First 
Federal Credit Union, 57 
Newton St., Greenfield, 
Mass. about 5:50 p.m. on 
Jan. 27, 2022. 

Anyone with informa- 
tion is asked to call the FBI 
at 1-857-386-2000. Tips 
may also be electronically 
submitted at tips.fbi.gov. 


Christine Dempsey may 
be reached at cdempsey@ 
courant.com. 


Police crash in Manchester stops out-of-control driver 


By Christine Dempsey 
Hartford Courant 


An officer intentionally 
drove into an out-of-con- 
trol car that police said 
had been headed toward 
oncoming traffic on a busy 
Vernon street at lunchtime 
Thursday and later struck a 
police car. 

No bystanders or officers 
were injured and no civil- 
ian cars were struck, Lt. Rob 
Marra said Friday. 

The driver, who had no 
obvious injuries, was taken 
to Manchester Memorial 
Hospital to be checked out. 
He remained at the hospi- 





tal in police custody Friday. 

“He was not in the right 
frame of mind to come back 
here,” Marra said. 

Marra said the driver 
could have caused very seri- 
ous injuries. 

“Tt could have been really 
bad,” he said. “He could 
have hit somebody head-on, 
and that would have been a 
completely different story.” 

It all started about 12:20 
p.m., when police were 
investigating a crimi- 
nal mischief/threatening 
complaint. The man’s land- 
lord told police the tenant 
had threatened him on a 
surveillance camera, Marra 


said. 

An officer found the 
suspect at Mr. Sparkle 
Car Wash, 373 Talcottville 
Road, or Route 83, but when 
the officer approached the 
suspect sped off, heading 
south, police said. 

”The suspect drove at 
multiple vehicles and police 
cruisers,” Marra said. “Offi- 
cers attempted to stop the 
suspect, but he continued to 
flee at a high rate of speed.” 

When officers saw that 
the driver was heading 
toward oncoming cars, 
they stopped the chase, he 
said. The suspect was last 
seen driving the Honda 


Accord down the street in 
Manchester. 

The Honda resurfaced 
and struck a Vernon police 
car that was stopped at ared 
light in Manchester, Marra 
said, and the man contin- 
ued to drive recklessly. The 
officer had been returning 
to Vernon after looking for 
the driver. 

Because of the risk to 
public safety, the officer 
made the unusual move of 
using his police car to stop 
the Honda: He intention- 
ally drove into it on Taylor 
Street, police said. 

The man got out of the 
crashed Honda and ran 


but was found inside Sher- 
win-Williams Paints at 100 
Tolland Turnpike, Marra 
said. 

Police from both the 
Vernon and Manches- 
ter police departments 
are investigating, as is a 
regional team of traffic 
investigators, Metro Traf- 
fic Services. Anyone with 
information that may help 
investigators is asked to 
call Vernon Sgt. Andrew 
Hannaford at 860-872- 
9126, ext. 2020. 


Christine Dempsey may 
be reached at cdempsey@ 
courant.com. 


State Sen. Dan Champagne, right, of Vernon, has announced that he is not seeking reelection this November. Here, he talks with Vanilla Bean Cafe co-owner 
Brian Jessurun. A retired police officer, Champagne also serves as mayor of Vernon. COURANT FILE PHOTO 


Senator 


from Page 1 


During debates on the 
bill, Champagne sometimes 
discussed his personal expe- 
riences in a 22-year police 
career, saying that officers 
have a difficult job that often 
leads to injuries in scuffles 
with suspects. 

“T’ve been hit with chairs. 


Virus 


from Page 1 


are unvaccinated. Hospital 
officials say the rate is signifi- 
cantly higher when consid- 
ering only patients with 
severe symptoms. 


Deaths 


Connecticut reports 
COVID-19 deaths on 
Thursdays. This week, the 
state reported 136 deaths, 
bringing its total during the 
pandemic to 10,219. 

COVID-19 deaths — 
which typically tend to lag 
other metrics by several 


I’ve been hit with many 
things at domestics when 
you don’t expect it”? Cham- 
pagne said while asking for 
a delay in the law last year 
in order to allow for more 
training. “We do need to 
push this off to make sure 
that we train all officers in 
the state.” 

The training portion 
of the law was eventually 
delayed by eight months, 


weeks — have begun to 
dip recently after increas- 
ing in December and Janu- 
ary. Unvaccinated people 
in Connecticut have been 
about 15 times as likely 
to die from COVID-19 in 
recent weeks as those who 
are vaccinated, according to 
state numbers. 

The United States has 
now recorded 916,007 
COVID-19 deaths, accord- 
ing to the Coronavirus 
Resource Center at Johns 
Hopkins University. 


Vaccinations 


As of Monday, 93.2% of all 
Connecticut residents and 


prompting Champagne to 
offer support on the Senate 
floor in March 2021 for a 
bipartisan measure that 
passed by 30-3. 

“This is a lot better than 
last year,’ he said. “Is it 
perfect? No. ... It allows offi- 
cers to continue to defend 
themselves and to defend 
others.” 

Besides police matters, 
Champagne was involved 





Alan Brown, of Tacoma, swabs his nose at a drive-up 


in other issues in the district. 

“I’m also proud to have 
championed other legisla- 
tion that helps parents who 
adopt children through 
foster care, families affected 
by crumbling foundations in 
our area, and those who are 
receiving care in long-term 
care facilities.” 

After four years in the 
Senate, he said it was time 
to step aside. 


COVID-19 testing clinic Jan. 4 in Puyallup, Washington. 


TED S. WARREN/AP 


95% of those 5 and older 
had received at least one 


COVID-19 vaccine dose, 
while 77.2% of all residents 


“We all put a tremendous 
amount of time and effort 
into crafting policy that I 
hope has improved the qual- 
ity of life for families in the 
35th District,” he said. “With 
that said, it is now time for 
me to move on to spend 
more time with my family.” 


Christopher Keating can 
be reached at ckeating@ 
courant.com 


and 81.3% of those 5 and 
older were fully vaccinated, 
according to the CDC. 

Additionally, about 
52.2% of fully vaccinated 
Connecticut residents 18 
or older have received a 
booster dose. 

The CDC warns that 
booster shots are some- 
times misclassified as first 
doses, likely inflating the 
reported number of first- 
dose coverage and under- 
stating the true number of 
people who have received 
boosters. 


Alex Putterman can be 
reached at aputterman@ 
courant.com. 
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Soup for the Super Bowl event to fight hunger 


By Jesse Leavenworth 
Hartford Courant 


There’s soup for you on 
Saturday in Manchester — 
and for anyone who wants 
to help fight hunger in the 
community and add acourse 
to their own Super Bowl 
feasts. 

MACC Charities chef 
Ferdinand Cruz has 
prepared 12 gallons each of 
pasta e fagioli and turkey 
taco soup for drive-through 


pick-up at MACC’s head- 
quarters, 466 Main St. 
Cruz said Friday he’s ready 
to make more as demand 
dictates. 

The event is part of a 
nationwide fundraiser orga- 
nized by Houston-based 
charity Souper Bowl of 
Caring in advance of the 
big game on Sunday. In the 
past 30 years, the organiza- 
tion has raised about $170 
million to feed low-income 
people through partners 


that include community 
kitchens, pantries and other 
programs, according to a 
statement on its website, 
tacklehunger.org. 

The effort, according to 
the organization, was born 
in 1990 through a prayer at 
Spring Valley Presbyterian 
Church in Columbia, South 
Carolina: “Lord, even as we 
enjoy the Super Bow] foot- 
ball game, help us be mind- 
ful of those who are without 
a bow] of soup to eat.” 
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The prayer led to a plan to 
harness energy and enthu- 
siasm around the game for 
a higher good, according to 
tacklehunger.org 

In Manchester, the drive- 
through is set for 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. The 32-ounce contain- 
ers of the vegetarian pasta e 
fagioli will go for $15 (cash 
or check), while the turkey 
taco soup, with corn chips, 
will be sold for $20 each. 
Order and pay ahead by 
contacting MACC opera- 
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tions manager Patti Thur- 
low at PThurlow@macc-ct. 
org, or 860-647-8003, ext. 12. 

Proceeds will go to 
MACC’s ongoing programs, 
including its soup kitchen 
and pantry, Thurlow said. 
Cruz said Friday morning 
that he had 32 orders for the 
pasta e fagioli and 22 for the 
turkey taco soup. The soups 
are made from scratch, he 
said. 

The coronavirus 
pandemic exposed the 
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depth of food insecurity in 
Connecticut. For 18 months 
starting in April 2020, 
Connecticut Foodshare’s 
drive-thru distributions 
provided about 14 million 
meals. At the peak of the 
pandemic, the sites were 
serving more than 2,000 
households daily, according 
to the organization. 


Jesse Leavenworth can be 
reached at jleavenworth@ 
courant.com 





Luna Pizza’s logo is on the window of what will soon become its new location in Wethersfield. The restaurant will work in collaboration with the bar next door. SUSAN DUNNE/HARTFORD COURANT 


Luna Pizza to open 
satellite location in 
spring in Wethersfield 


By Susan Dunne 
Hartford Courant 


Luna Pizza, an institution 
in West Hartford Center, 
is opening a satellite in 
Wethersfield, where it will 
work in collaboration with 
the bar next door, Luna’s 
owner and the bar owner 


say. 
Luna owner Alex 
MacDonald hopes to open 


Luna Wethersfield in the 
spring, but “the date keeps 
getting moved around alittle 
bit,” he said. 

Andy Sanzaro owns the 
building at 187 Main St., 
which includes his bar, 
Old Town Cafe, as well as a 
vacant spot that Luna will 
occupy. 

Luna customers will order 


food at the Luna counter, 
then go to Old Town Cafe to 
wait for their orders. Luna 
will have no tables. Old 
Town has tables and diners 
can eat their food and buy 
drinks there. 

MacDonald said he had 
been looking around the 
area for a second location, 
including checking out spots 
in Simsbury, Glastonbury, 
Cromwell and Plainville, 
before deciding on Wethers- 
field. 

“I walked into Old Town 
Café and they showed me 
the space and right away I 
knew it was the spot for me,” 
MacDonald said. “It works 
well for both of us because 
[Sanzaro]| didn’t want to be 
in the food business and I 
didn’t want to be in the bar 


business.” 

The new Luna location 
was occupied until recently 
by a breakfast-lunch eatery. 
Sanzaro said he recruited a 
dinner-focused restaurant 
because it would be better 
for his bar, which is open 
until 11 p.m. daily. 

“I wanted a nighttime 
food selection,” Sanzaro 
said. Luna’s hours have yet 
to be determined. 

MacDonald said the plan 
eventually is to take down 
the wall that divides the bar 
and the restaurant. Sanzaro 
added that when warm 
weather comes, outdoor 
seating will be available. 


Susan Dunne can be 
reached at sdunne@ 
courant.com. 


Former nurse pleads guilty 
to tampering with drug vials 


Staff report 


A Madison man pleaded 
guilty to a charge in connec- 
tion with tampering with 
fentanyl vials, according to 
federal authorities. 

Bryan Wilson, 39, of 
Madison, waived his right 
to be indicted and pleaded 
guilty Thursday before U.S. 
District Judge Michael P. 
Shea in Hartford to one 
count of tampering with a 
consumer product, accord- 
ing to federal authorities. 

Wilson worked as a nurse 
by The Vascular Experts, a 
Connecticut company that 
performs outpatient medi- 
cal procedures, federal 
authorities said in a state- 


ment, citing court docu- 
ments and statements made 
in court. 

“As part of his duties, 
Wilson was responsible for 
conducting sedations on 
patients and he had access 
to the secure area in his 
workplace that contained 
vials of drugs used as anes- 
thetics, including fentanyl,” 
federal authorities said in 
the statement. 

“In August and Septem- 
ber 2021, Wilson took 
vials of fentanyl that were 
intended to be used to 
formulate infusion for 
patients. He used a syringe 
to withdraw the fentanyl 
from the vials and rein- 
jected saline into the vials 


so that it would appear as if 
none of the narcotics were 
missing,” the statement said. 

Wilson faces up to 10 
years in prison when he is 
sentenced on May 5, the 
statement said. He is free 
on bond pending sentenc- 
ing and has surrendered his 
nursing license, according 
to federal authorities. 

The case was investi- 
gated by the Food and Drug 
Administration, Office of 
Criminal Investigations; the 
DEA’s Hartford Diversion 
Control Division; and the 
Connecticut Department of 
Consumer Protection, Drug 
Control Division; it is being 
prosecuted by Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Ray Miller. 
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margherita 
pizza at 
Luna Pizza 
in West 
Hartford 
Center. 
DONNA 
LARCEN/ 
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Clover Gardens 
846 Asylum Avenue, 
Hartford, CT 06105 


1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments 
available immediately! 2 months 
free rent and rent starting at $800. 
Applicants must meet certain 
income requirements. 


For more information call: 
Clover Gardens Rental Office 


(860) 904-7637 


TDD: (800) 842-9710 


Professionally Managed by: 
Konover Residential Corporation 
This is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 
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Super Bowl artists vow to open doors 


From news services 


Mary J. Blige, Dr. Dre 
and Snoop Dogg said the 
NFL was late embracing 
hip-hop and vowed that 
their Super Bowl half- 
time show would create 
more opportunities for the 
genre. 

“We're going to open 
more doors for hip-hop 
artists in the future and 
making sure that the NFL 
understands that this is 
what it should have been 
long time ago,” Dre said ata 
moderated appearance the 
trio made Thursday with- 
out their Sunday co-head- 
liners Kendrick Lamar and 
Eminem. The show and 
game will air on NBC. 

“Tt’s crazy that it took 
all of this time for us to be 
recognized,’ Dre said. “I 
think we’re going to doa 
fantastic job. We’re going 
to do it so big that they 
can’t deny us anymore in 
the future.” 

The five music icons will 
perform at SoFi Stadium 
in Inglewood, Califor- 
nia. Dre, Snoop Dogg and 
Lamar are Southern Cali- 
fornia natives. Snoop Dogg 
called it a “great moment” 
that combined “the biggest 
sporting event in the 
world” with hip-hop, “the 
biggest form of music in 
the world.” 

“We appreciate the 
NFL for even entertaining 
hip-hop because we know 
a lot of people that don’t 
want hip-hop on stage,” he 
said. “But we’re here now, 
and there’s nothing you 
can do about it.” 

Dre said there will be 
surprises during their 
show, but he has already 
added two deaf musicians 
— Warren “Wawa” Snipe 
and Sean Forbes. It’ll be 
the first time deaf perform- 
ers will take part in the 
halftime show. Wawa 
and Forbes will use their 
hands, body and facial 
expressions to deliver 
renditions of the songs in 
American Sign Language 
as the superstar perform- 
ers rap and sing on stage. 


MUSIC REVIEWS 





Snoop Dogg, from left, Mary J. Blige and Dr. Dre participate in 
anews conference Thursday in Los Angeles. MORRY GASH/AP 


Cooper announces birth 
of second child: Ander- 
son Cooper announced 
the birth of his second son 
live Thursday on CNN’s 
“Anderson Cooper 360.” 

Cooper opened by shar- 
ing photos of his first son, 
Wyatt, born in April 2020. 
“Tf he looks particularly 
happy in this picture, it’s 
because he now has a baby 
brother. His name is Sebas- 
tian, and I would like you 
to meet him.” 

With photos of Sebas- 
tian on screen, Cooper, 

54, announced that 

the newborn’s full 

name is Sebastian Luke 
Maisani-Cooper. Cooper 
also thanked Sebastian’s 
surrogate mother. 

The CNN anchor 
co-parents with friend and 
former partner Benjamin 
Maisani. 


Castro leads Blues Music 
Awards noms: Tommy 
Castro, Chris Cain and 
Tom Hambridge have 
earned the most nomi- 
nations for this year’s 
Blues Music Awards in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 
Nominations for 
the 43rd Blues Music 


Awards were announced 
Thursday by the Blues 
Foundation. Winners will 
be announced May 5. 

Castro, a guitarist and 
singer, leads the way with 
five nominations. They 
include B.B. King enter- 
tainer of the year, album 
of the year and band of the 
year, with The Painkillers. 

Hambridge, a musician 
and producer, received 
four nods, including three 
entries for song of the year. 
Cain, a guitarist, also is up 
for four awards, including 
album of the year. 

Eric Gales, J.P. Soars, 
Sugaray Rayford and Mr. 
Sipp (aka Castro Coleman) 
were also nominated for 
the B.B. King entertainer of 
the year award. 


Feb. 12 birthdays: Actor 
Joe Don Baker is 86. Actor 
Maud Adams is 77. Singer 
Michael McDonald is 70. 
Actor Joanna Kerns is 69. 
Actor Zach Grenier is 68. 
Actor Arsenio Hall is 66. 
Actor Josh Brolin is 54. 
Singer Chynna Phillips is 
54. Rapper Gucci Mane is 
42. Actor Christina Ricci 
is 42. Actor Jennifer Stone 
is 29. 


Duo pushes past Americana 


In the first few unas- 
suming bars of Penny and 
Sparrow’s new album, 
“Olly Olly,” it is not imme- 
diately apparent that this 
collection of songs signifies 
a shift for duo Andy Baxter 
and Kyle Jahnke. 

“Adeline” is a stripped- 
back love song that is both 
existential and hopeful. 
Reach the 2:40 mark, 
though, and subtle distor- 
tions that echo the style 
of Bon Iver tease what the 
next 11 tracks will show — 
that Penny and Sparrow 
are ready to push beyond 
the Americana bounds that 
they are known for. 

“Olly Olly” leans into a 
playfulness despite somber 
references that sets it apart 
from their past six studio 
albums. The two exper- 
iment with genres and 
sounds outside of their 
typical wheelhouse, from 
R&B to electronic touches. 
What makes the record 
more impressive is that it 
was done by Baxter and 
Jahnke themselves, with- 
out an outside producer. 

There’s “Baking in the 
Summer,’ a song about 
sex, drugs and baking rolls, 
with double entendres. 

A highlight on the album 
is “Over-Under-Lude” 
featuring Tobe Nwigwe. 
The unexpected pairing 
with Nwigwe’s rap, R&B 
and soul influences create 
an intoxicating track that 
departs from anything the 
duo has released. 

Also on the album is the 
nostalgic “Need You” that 
sounds like asummer day 
and the urgent “Alabama 
Haint” that makes the 
perfect comparison 
between an undefined 
relationship and a spirit 
that is hard to shake. 
“Cheyenne” takes you 
off-guard with an unex- 
pected dark turn. 

The freedom of “Olly 
Olly” and the willingness 
of Penny and Sparrow 
to explore new ground 
charges the album with 
life. If this record is any 
indication of what’s to 


‘Olly Olly’ 
Penny and Sparrow 
(| Love You/Thirty Tigers) 


come for the duo, audi- 
ences can count on being 
pleasantly surprised. 

— Ragan Clark, Associated 
Press 


The new album by 
longtime songwriting 
collaborators Bobby 
Allison and Gerry Spehar 
includes an exuberant 
self-assessment on “Bubba 
Billy Boom Boom & Me,’ a 
tune as entertaining as its 
title. “We was dynamite, 
yall!” Allison sings. 

They still are. “Delta 
Man” collects 15 songs 
spotlighting an under-the- 
radar partnership now in 
its fifth decade. 

Allison grew up in New 
Mexico and has been 
working the troubadour 
circuit since he was a teen- 
ager. Spehar, a Colorado 
native, stopped performing 
in the 1980s but has contin- 
ued to write with Alli- 
son. While some of these 
recordings date back as far 
as 1998, all were completed 
last year. 

Twang provides a unify- 
ing element, but Spehar 
and Allison cover arange 
of styles. They take turns 
on lead vocals, and Allison 
is an especially versatile 
singer who’s at his best 
crooning the lovely “Baby’s 
Got the Blues.” 

The duo’s roots show 
on “Rockin’ On a Country 
Dance Floor,” which refer- 
ences Elvis, the Beatles and 
Roy Orbison, while jazzy 
horns back Spehar on “Just 
Relax.” The title cutis a 
reminder Molly Hatchet 
once covered an Allison 








‘al / at 
‘Delta Man’ 


Bobby Allison and Gerry 
Spehar (Independent) 


song, and the amusing “25 
Miles to Brady” salutes 

a certain quarterback. 
Allison and Spehar can’t 
match Tom Brady when it 
comes to trophies, but they 
share his staying power. 

— Steven Wine, Associated 
Press 


Ryan Culwell is as Texan 
as anEIl Camino witha 
rusty tailgate. His Panhan- 
dle roots infuse everything 
he does. 

That’s as true as ever on 
Culwell’s new album, “Run 
Like a Bull,’ the Americana 
singer-songwriter’s third 
LP. It’s more like his first 
album, “Flatlands” than his 
second “The Last Ameri- 
can,’ though the latter had 
its virtues. Here Culwell 
builds on a growing body 
of great music in all the 
best ways — and the feel 
of home rises out of these 
songs like dust on a long, 
flat highway. 

Culwell sings less 
directly about the Texas 
landscape here than he 
has in the past. These 
songs are about heartache, 
regret and his own growth. 
The connection to home 
is more of an undercur- 
rent than an over-the-top 
theme. 

But much like the 
Panhandle itself, Culwell’s 
music can be achingly 
bleak. That’s especially 
true on the gorgeous 
“What You Waiting For” 
and “It Won’t Stop.” He 
isn’t wearing his roots on 
his sleeve so much as being 
who he is, an authentic 
and original voice. — Scott 
Stroud, Associated Press 







ASK AMY 


By Amy Dickinson 


askamy@amydickinson.com Twitter@askingamy 


Family photos too exclusive for this in-law 


Dear Amy: My husband 
“Dave” and I have been 
together for almost 10 
years. Dave is one of four 
sons. 

There have been a 
number of occasions in 
which I and other in-law 
relatives have been 
excluded from “family 
photos.” We have now 
been married for four years 
and have a child together. I 
am still being left out. 

This occurred at my own 
wedding, when I learned 
that my mother-in-law had 
requested a picture from 
our photographer of only 
her parents and siblings — 
without their spouses. 

Other times, my mother- 
in-law will request a 
“family photo” to include 
only her, her husband and 
their four sons. 

I was raised in a family 
that embraced the ever- 
changing dynamic of fami- 
lies, where both blood and 
non-blood members were 
considered equally. 

I have expressed my 
hurt to Dave, and he has 
talked with his parents, 
however, the blood-only 
family photos have not 
stopped; his mother has 
just become more discrete 
about requesting them. 

Am I being overly sensi- 
tive in thinking a family 
photo should include all 
members? 

— Feeling Left Out 


Dear Feeling: The way I 
read your question, you 
and other in-laws are not 
being left out of all family 
photos, but you resent 
the fact that you are not 
included in all family 
photos. 

I see this differently. 
I think it is cool when 
parents and siblings get 
together to recreate some 
of their group photos from 


childhood. I treasure a 
photo I have of my mother 
and her sisters, taken later 
in life — just the four of 
them together as they had 
been in childhood. 

It seems that your 
mother-in-law does this 
“family photo” thing a 
lot, and I assume that this 
symbolizes other ways in 
which you feel excluded. 

The best way to counter 
this attitude is to continue 
to embody the inclusive 
values you were raised 
with, and to make sure 
your mother-in-law does 
not extend this exclusive 
attitude toward your child. 

You and your husband 
are going to have to show 
his family how to let 
others in. The next time 
his mother makes a move, 
your husband should say 
with a smile, “Whoa, wait 
a minute. Not without my 
sweetheart.” 


Dear Amy: My fiance 
comes from a successful 
family with money. I grew 
up very poor. 

My fiance wants a large 
wedding; I only have a 
handful of people to invite. 
He wants to be involved in 
all decisions, but doesn’t 
want to talk about the 
wedding because he 
believes there’s not much 
to it. 

We aren’t fighting over 
the things the internet says 
it’s normal to fight about. 
We are fighting because I 
can’t make decisions with- 
out him, but he doesn’t 
want to talk about the 
wedding “all the time.” 

Should I throw in the 
towel and tell him to 
design the wedding he 
wants? 

— Peeved Planner 


Dear Peeved: Your fiance 
is wrong — there is a lot to 


HOROSCOPES 


Tarot.com 


Aries (March 21-April19): 
Some serious shopping 
might be tempting you 
right now. On the other 
hand, you may wonder if 
you already own too many 
things. As long as you 
spend reasonably, it’s OK 
to buy something small 
that brings you joy. 


Taurus (April 20-May 20): 
Running errands is prob- 
ably very low on your list 
of priorities at this time. 
You have more interesting 
ways to spend your time. 
Although some things may 
demand your attention, 
there might be others that 
you can leave until later. 
That being said, it’s OK 

if you need to get out and 
about! 


Gemini (May 21-June 20): 
This is a great day for 
sitting and chilling out. 
While you may have a few 
nuisances to take care of 
before you can really relax, 
you should still have a few 
opportunities to wind 
down. Take care of unfin- 
ished business. Just a few 
minutes should allow you 
to let loose. 


Cancer (June 21-July 22): 
Taking a chance right now 
could pay off later. You 
may come across someone 
who could really help you. 
You probably don’t have 
anything to lose by taking 
them up on their offer. 

Be prepared to say yes if 
someone makes an offer 
that seems worth your 
time. 


TODAY IN 
HISTORY 


Associated Press 


On Feb. 12,1809, Abraham 
Lincoln was born ina log 
cabin in Kentucky. 


In1909, the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People 
was founded. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22): Any 
personal vices could look 
extra tantalizing at the 
moment. No matter what 
delicious activities tempt 
you, keeping a close eye on 
them could pay off later. 
Keep in mind how lack of 
moderation affects your 
image. Getting distracted 
by games might not bea 
great look. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Someone in your life could 
back you up. Life can be 
much easier when some- 
one confirms you have the 
right approach! However, 
you might be a little too 
unrealistic about what 
you’re capable of. Some 
desires are more practical 
than others. Whimsical 
ideas aren’t worth wasting 
much energy on. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Money matters may weigh 
on your mind. If you ask 
for a loan, there’s a good 
chance you'll get it — but 
you should first ask your- 
self if you really need it. 
You might end up being 
able to manage perfectly 
well without putting your- 
self into debt or increasing 
any debt you already have. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Look closely at why others 
do what they do, to under- 
stand their motives as 

well as your own. You may 
have to work a little harder 
than you’d anticipated. 

It shouldn’t be a big deal 
though. Just remember the 
bigger picture and where 
you fit into it — that knowl- 
edge can be invaluable. 


In 1912, Pu Yi, the last 
emperor of China, abdi- 
cated, marking the end of 


the Qing Dynasty. 


In1983, composer-pianist 
Eubie Blake, who wrote 
such songs as “I’m Just 
Wild About Harry” and 
“Memories of You,” died in 
Brooklyn, New York, five 
days after turning 100. 


In 1999, the Senate voted to 
acquit President Bill Clin- 


planning a wedding, and — 
as couples have discovered 
since time immemorial 

— there are many details 
to argue about. So. Many. 
Arguments. 

One way to approach 
this is for you to divide 
chores and then sched- 
ule once-a-week planning 
sessions where you two 
discuss the wedding and 
make decisions together. 

You could also hire a 
wedding planner, who 
would do alot of the 
legwork (although you’d 
still have to discuss your 
plans). 

If your fiance isn’t coop- 
erating and is dismissing 
your efforts to plan the 
wedding of his dreams, 
then yes — happily let him 
take over the planning. 


Dear Amy: This is some 
free advice to “C,” who is in 
love with a sex offender. 

If he has tangible 
evidence to prove he was 
wrongfully accused, there 
are resources to clear his 
name. I recommend C read 
the trial transcripts. She 
also needs to be aware of 
his registry level, this is 
based on potential to re-of- 
fend. This effort will help 
C to make an informed 
decision. 

As for her personal rela- 
tionships, she has the right 
to choose whomever she 
wants as a partner. She 
does not have the right to 
put others at risk or force 
them to accept her deci- 
sion. 

— Midwest Attorney 


Dear Attorney: Thank you 
for the advice. 


Copyright 2022 by Amy 
Dickinson 


Distributed by Tribune 
Content Agency 


Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Confidence can fill 
your heart at this moment. 
Even if people don’t have 
the time or ability to 
reward you, at least you'll 
have reminded them of the 
good work you do. Happily, 
there’s a decent chance 
that they’ll be able to do 
something if you put your- 
self out there! 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Surround yourself 
with people. Just listening 
to everyone chat and hear- 
ing the thoughts and ideas 
of others can be inspir- 
ing. At the very least, you 
should enjoy yourself, and 
there’s nothing wrong with 
that. Your inhibitions are 
likely to take a dip, which 
could make expressing 
your true self much easier. 


Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Working out where your 
focus has gone may feel 
almost impossible. Luck- 
ily, that befuddlement is 
unlikely to last long. If you 
allow yourself, you could 
even enjoy letting your 
thoughts wander where 
they may. You may be able 
to get out of an obligation. 
Allow yourself more time. 


Pisces (Feb. 19-March 

20): You could be the most 
important person in your 
life right now, and that’s 
OK! Valuing yourself and 
your time is an important 
part of having a healthy 
self-image. It may feel 
easier than usual to believe 
in yourself today. That said, 
some moderation won’t do 
you any harm. 


ton of perjury and obstruc- 
tion of justice. 


In 2000, Charles M. 
Schulz, creator of the 
“Peanuts” comic strip, died 
in Santa Rosa, California, 
at age 77. 


In 2019, notorious drug 
lord, Joaquin “El Chapo” 
Guzman, was convicted in 
New York of running an 
industrial-scale smuggling 
operation. 
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BUT IT LANDED ONA 
WINDOW WASHER’S 
PLATFORM AND USED 
MY PHONE TO HACK A 
FLEET OF COMMERCIAL 
DRONES TO CARRY 


MY CEO 
: PUSHED 
: HOW ME OFF THE 
- WAS YOUR — ROOF TO 
PREVENT ME 
FROM BEING 
A WHISTLE-— 
BLOWER. 


WHY? 
Soot oe THAT WAS 


QUITTING MY BEST 
THAT JOB. 


VALENTINES. 


@SCOTTADAMSSAYS 
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KEEP THINKING ABOUT 


MY FIRST HEDDING.. | F | p By Neal Rubin and Frank McLaughlin 
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| HAVE AN HONOR CODE TO 
LIVE BY — ANO THE Ale 

Y FORCE ACADEMY CAN TAKE 

BACK MY ADMISSION! 


QUIT I’M THE 
Al CAPTAIN. PLUS... 







GARFIELD! HOW CATS HATE PUBLIC 
ABOUT A HUG? DISPLAYS OF AFFECTION IF YOU THINK YOURE THAT'S DIFFERENT! || NONE OF US ARE IMMUNE THANKS, IAN DEAR, 
OLD, HOW DO YOU MEN CAN GET AWAY TO FATHER TIME. BUT NOW | KNOW WHY | 
THINK | FEEL? WITH A LOT MORE! J2] REST ASSURED, YOU MARRIED YOU! 
ARE GORGEOUS, TOBY. 
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MOST PEOPLE WANT BETTER 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT, BIKING 
AND WALKING INFRASTRUCTURE. 
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Jump Start By Robb Armstrong 


NN BROTHERS KEEPY THAT'S THE ONLY WAN TO $0,"A TIGHT WAD." 
TELLING ME To | TeRe@e| KNOW IF YOUR | - accogpiNe To 
IM marcus! 

PRESS NICOLE, R ean oe 
= YOU REAL ARE. 
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“I'M NoT 

AMUSED, 
THE ROB 
WILCo STORY.” 
BRILLIANT. 


Kop! BUCKY’S 


MOCKING ME! OH, DARLING, WHY MUST YOU 


ALWAYS RuSH OFF ? 
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For Better Or For Worse By Lynn 


Johnston 
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B.C. By Hart 


NOTHING BRINGS OUT THE | ec 


LADIES LIKE MASTERY 
OF A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT. 


ARE YOU LOOKING NO, COOKIES AND 
FOR DRUGS2 e\, SNACKS FROM HOME 
f ~ 


OTTO NEEDS TO 
SNIFF SOME 
PACKAGES 





IT LOOKS LIKE 
THE HANGERS IN 
CHIP'S CLOSET. 


IT'S CALLED 
A “MOBILE.” 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO WALK A 
DUNGEON RAT AROUND THE CELL? 
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Non Sequitur By Wiley Miller 


ALEXA... HOW CAN WAIT... JB NES, UP IN SPACE. 
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Curtis By Ray Billingsley 
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IS A GENUINE Uy 
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CROSSWORD 


EDITED BY RICH NORRIS AND JOYCE NICHOLS LEWIS 


51 Stopped ata 6 Java 32 Bulls dominated 


base, ina way 7 “Remembrance them in the 90s 


Across 
1 Gets debriefed? 





7 One that may 52 1980 Crichton of Things Past” 33 Chinacan 
come from Yale lost-world author be found 

14 Exactly as novel 8 Informal in one 
planned 53 Examinvolving a negative 34 Humdingers 

15 Hot sauce witha pupil 9 Dr. withouta 36 Montana et al.: 
rooster logo 55 Lake onthe degree Abbr. 

16 __ Ravenclaw, California/ 10 Actress 37 Arrival time 
founder of a Arizona Cheryl factor 
Hogwarts house border ll Indian __ 42 Kitchen prep 

17 Like one who 56 Comics hero’s 12 Sealsinthe spot 
can’t even hit an weapon juices of 44 It may check 
easy pitch 57 Folded dish 13 “All language out 

18 Matter makeup 58 Briefly is but a poor 45 Arabic holy 

19 Galoot 59 Razzie winners translation” book 

20 Like some author 46 Breed in “Hachi: 
humor Down 15 Do whatever it A Dog’s Tale” 
or meat 1 Boaters, takes 48 Dolly user 

21 Causes e.g. 19 Disney duck 50 Part of Caesar’s 

22 Conciliatory 2 Canine woe 22 Delighted boast 
gestures 3 Shucked sound 51 Toon lion 

23 “Enemy of the edible 25 Furnish voiced by 
State” org. 4 Express lane 26 Hearts, e.g. Jeremy lrons 

24 Snacks on sign word 27 “The BFG” 52 Grunt wear 

25 They circle 5 Source of some author 54 Sellout 
worlds black and blue Dahl letters 

29 Behave marks 28 (In) brief 55 Method 

30 Stopped 
working, as 
an engine 

31 Celebratory 
bar buys 

35 Miniseries 
givena 
5-star 
rating (out 
of 6) by 
Magnus 
Carlsen 

38 Croatia 
neighbor 

39 Autumn 
gemstone 

40 Carrier to 
Osaka 

41 Wide 
receiver, 
historically 

43 Scuba 
diver’s item 

44 Name- 
linking trio 

47 “__aBad 
Mama 
Jama”: 1981 
Carl Carlton 
hit 

48 Care 

49 Norse 
orankster 

By Chase Dittrich and Jeff Chen Tribune Content Agency 2/12/22 
BRIDGE 
BY STEVE BECKER 
North dealer. He begins by taking the club return with 
a le. the king and draws four rounds of trump, 
@4AK5 discarding a heart from dummy. 
: 5 i : These plays reveal a great deal about 
&A 62 East’s hand. Declarer discovers that East 
WEST EAST ; Ss 
a6 a8742 started with four spades in addition to five 
¥Q6532 v7 diamonds, so all that remains is to find out 
#82 #AKIJI105 . 
&109754 £Q 13 how many clubs he started with. 
r Oy109 ; Accordingly, South leads a club to the 
V¥A94 ace and ruffs aclub as East follows suit 
.. : 3 each time. The picture of East’s hand is 
The bidding: now virtually complete, since 12 of his 13 
ie. a Ll cards are accounted for. At most, East can 
4& . have one heart. 
Are ae — eee nded So South plays the ace and another 
recommendade heart to dummy’s jack with 100% 
procedure 


In the play of many hands, everything fits  @SSurance that it will win, and the contract 


into place as neatly as in ajigsaw puzzle. 
Declarer’s chief job is to assemble the 
missing pieces and determine how they fit 
into the overall picture. 

Consider this deal where South is in four 
spades and West leads a diamond. East 
cashes the A-K and returns the five, ruffed 
by West, who shifts to a club. 

South must now make the rest of the 
tricks. His only potential loser is in hearts, 
and he knows he can make the contract * 
if he takes a heart finesse in the right 
direction. The question remaining is which 
opponent is more likely to hold the queen. 

To try to solve this fairly common 
problem, declarer undertakes a series of 
plays designed to ferret out the desired 


ishome. 


JUMBLE 
BY DAVID HOYT AND JEFF KNUREK 


Unscramble these Jumbles, 
One letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


When the chicken is 
no longer pink inside, 
| add the aromatics. 





rd 


RIF 






TH 
AROMATIC MEMBER OF THE 
MINT FAMILY WHEN IT WAS --- 





Get the free JUST JUMBLE app - Follow us on Twitter @PlayJumble 


Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 


Pe Ne Nn 
yi eeee9 
(Answers Monday) 

SPRUCE OVERDO 


©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 
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Jumbles: EXERT UNIFY 


; : Yesterday's Answer: They needed a remedy, so they went to a 
information. highly-rated doctor to — PROCURE ONE 
TODAY'S SUDOKU ANSWER TO PREVIOUS 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Complete the grid so each 


row, column and 3-by-3box [S]A]D]E| 1 /G|G}Y| 
in bold borders) contains = [y|D/O|N MMM AlS|T| 1 |NMMLIElO[S| 
every digit, 1 to 9. For strate- ZIT IN| G| IP] I TA[N|O. LJOIN| E| 
gies on how to solve Sudoku, BlE[AIR{TIR] I [M[MlE[R| 
visit www.sudoku.org.uk alulelslo s{TIRIElelt 
E|N(A|TIEMBS/E|T|T|O[S 
FIRIA|G|M|E|N|T RIP] 1 
BIO|AIRIO|FIE|D|U/CIAT| 1 |OIN 
RLY S|U/B(T/RIA|C|T 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL NO. 24 UCONN 74, XAVIER 68 


Huskies fail to show up in loss to desperate Musketeers 


By Shreyas Laddha 


CINCINNATI — The UConn 
men’s basketball, looking for a 
second-straight win over a ranked 
conference opponent, ran into 
a desperate Xavier team and 
dropped a 74-68 Big East decision 
at the Cintas Center on Friday 
night. 


NFL 


OBJ making 
move west 
allowed him 
to ‘feel free’ 


By Mark Long 


Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES — Odell Beck- 
ham Jr’s 2,000-mile trip on short 
notice allowed him to escape all 
the negative energy. 

Injury concerns? Hurt feel- 
ings? Off-the-field angst? On-the- 
field disappointment? They’re 
long gone, left behind with all 
those No. 13 Cleveland Browns 
jerseys. 

Beckham sounds and looks like 
a different person in Los Ange- 
les, where the Rams will face 
Cincinnati in the Super Bowl 
on Sunday. Fresh start? Maybe. 
Fresh perspective? No doubt. 

“You definitely feel free,’ Beck- 
ham said during a virtual media 
session this week. “When you 
erase, eliminate all of that, you 
just realize you were carrying 
other people’s problems, things 
that they may need to work on 
with themselves, like you’re 
carrying all that energy. 

“It just was weighing me down. 
I feel like it could have been the 
reason why I got injured time 
after time after time. There was 
a part of me that wanted to prove 
people wrong more than I just 
wanted to be myself and prove 
myself right. So I definitely feel 
a weight lifted off my shoulders, 
just less energy I’m carrying” 

The mercurial receiver, who 
battled injuries the past few 
seasons, was waived by Cleve- 
land in November after a2 2-year 
relationship that turned rocky 
near the end. Both sides clearly 
wanted out, Beckham because 
he felt he wasn’t being featured 
in the offense, and the Browns 
because they were getting more 
headaches than highlights in 
return for $7.25 million a year. 

Beckham cleared waivers and 
had plenty of suitors. The three- 
time Pro Bowler chose the Rams 
over Green Bay, New England, 
Kansas City and New Orleans. 
All-Pro cornerback and close 
friend Jalen Ramsey provided 
a big push, as did coach Sean 
McVay and fellow receivers 
Cooper Kupp, Robert Woods and 
Van Jefferson. 

No one knew exactly how 
Beckham would fit in with such 
a star-studded roster. Some 
thought he would be a distrac- 
tion, others even labeled him 
a troublemaker. Instead, by all 
accounts, he’s been amodel team- 
mate. 

Beckham caught 27 passes for 
305 yards and five touchdowns in 
eight regular-season games with 
the Rams, providing a much- 
needed fill-in after Woods tore a 
ligament in his left knee in prac- 
tice aday after Beckham’s arrival. 

Beckham has been even better 
in the playoffs, with 19 receptions 
for 236 yards and a score in three 
victories. He had nine catches for 
113 yards against San Francisco in 


Turn to NFL, Page 2 


With 30.6 seconds left in the 
game, UConn guard R.J. Cole 
drained both free throws to bring 
the No. 24 Huskies within three 
points. Xavier’s Paul Scruggs made 
only one free throw and with 23 
seconds left Cole missed a jumper 
that clinched the game for the 
Musketeers. 

UConn’s defense struggled 


Hartford Courant 


SPORTS 


COURANT.COM /SPORTS 


mightily against the No. 25 Muske- 
teers in the second half. The 
Huskies failed to challenge Xavier 
around the rim, surrendering 22 
points in the paint. The usually 
physical and dominant UConn 
defense struggled to play without 
fouling in the first half, leading to 
easy looks for the Musketeers in 
the second half. They shot 14-for- 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL UCONN 84, DEPAUL 60 
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23 (60.9%) from the field. 

One of the few bright spots 
was junior Jalen Gaffney’s play. 
He has seen his minutes dwindle 
this season, but showed signs of 
hope for the future. As soon as the 
guard subbed in the first half, he 
immediately impacted the game 
by taking it to the hoop and making 
a tough layup. Gaffney injected 


some life into a struggling offense 
and helped keep the game within 
reach early. He finished with seven 
points on 3-for-3 shooting from the 
field. 

Xavier’s Jack Nunge finished 
with 22 points on 6-for-11 shoot- 
ing from the field. Cole led UConn 
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UConn’s Christyn Williams intercepts a pass intended for DePaul’s Aneesah Morrow in the first half at Gampel Pavilion on Thursday. UConn bounced back 
from a loss to Villanova to crush the Blue Demons. CLOE POISSON / SPECIAL TO THE COURANT 





Nothing wrong here: Huskies 


bounce back smartly from loss 


By Alexa Philippou 


STORRS — Through all the 
adversity the No. 8 UConn 
Huskies have been through this 
season, they’ve tried to embrace a 
mentality that someone’s absence 
provides another player the oppor- 
tunity to step up, and that as long 
as they have five players on the 
floor, they have a chance to win 
the game. 

UConn hasn’t always held true 
to that idea this year, but it did 
Friday night with two (really, 


three) of its starters sidelined. 
Without Olivia Nelson-Ododa 
(groin) for the second straight 
game and Caroline Ducha- 
rme (head) for the third, UConn 
avoided back-to-back losses, which 
it hasn’t suffered since 1993, for the 
1,044th consecutive game behind a 
resounding 84-60 win over confer- 
ence foe DePaul. 

After barely making an impact 
Wednesday in UConn’s loss to 
Villanova (a combined six points 
and two rebounds), sophomore 
Aaliyah Edwards and graduate 


@® eee WINTER OLYMPICS AT A GLANCE 


A look at top results and news from the Beijing Games. 


MEDAL LEADERS (as of 6 p.m. ET Friday) 


Country 

Norway 

Austria 

Russian Olympic Committee 
Canada 

Germany 


HIGHLIGHTS 


g Ukrainian skeleton athlete Viadyslav 
Heraskevych, right, flashed a small sign 


that read “No War in Ukraine ” to the 


cameras as he finished a run on Friday, 


a plea for peace at a time of tensions 
between his country and Russia. 

mg The defending champion U.S. 
women’s hockey team rallied to 

beat the Czech Republic 4-1 in the 
quarterfinals. 

mg Shaun White’s Olympic career 
ended with a fourth-place finish. 
More coverage, Page 5 
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transfer Dorka Juhasz showed 
up massively with a combined 
43 points, 14 rebounds and seven 
assists to propel the Huskies to 
victory. Senior Christyn Williams 
added 16 in the second half (20 
overall) to help UConn put the 
game away. 

After a disastrous defen- 
sive outing Wednesday, UConn 
managed to hold the top scor- 
ing team in the country to just 60 
points on 33% shooting, including 
7-for-31 from the arc, and turned 
14 Blue Demons turnovers into 


20 points on the other end. The 
Huskies owned the paint, scoring 
more points there (62) than DePaul 
put up entirely. 

UConn (16-5, 10-1 Big East) 
looked strong on both ends out 
of the gate, jumping out to a 25-14 
lead before Lexi Held’s jumper cut 
the deficit to nine to close the first 
quarter. The Huskies dominated 
the paint, where they scored 22 
points in the first half alone, eight 
of which were from Edwards. 
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HIGH SCHOOL INDOOR TRACK 
Glastonbury girls, Hall boys 
capture Class LL state titles 


By Lori Riley 
Hartford Courant 


NEW HAVEN -— Glastonbury 
senior Molly Harding ran the 
55-meter dash, the 300 and the 
4x200 relay Friday night at the 
Class LL indoor track champion- 
ship with a torn labrum. 

Her shoulder was taped up as 
she finished second to Alanna 
Smith of Danbury in the first two 
events and her team finished 
second to Danbury (and Smith) in 
the 4x200. 

But Harding got valuable points 
and so did the rest of her Guard- 
ian teammates and Glastonbury 


RIB RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 
injured for more than 60 years 


beat Danbury for its eight Class 
LL indoor title with 91.50 points. 
Danbury was runner-up with 63 
points. 

“’m going to need surgery 
before outdoor so I probably won’t 
be able to compete [outdoors],” 
said Harding, who is going to run 
track at Yale. “It’s my senior year 
and I’m just doing this for the team. 
I’m glad I was able to contribute. 

“It’s been difficult but I know 
these are my last few meets of my 
high school career so I got to make 
them count. I don’t have full mobil- 
ity, but I’m making it work.” 
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SPORTS 


UP NEXT 


UConn MBB: at St. John’s (MSG), Sunday, noon; Seton 
Hall (Gampel), Wednesday, 8:30 p.m.; Xavier (Gampel), 
Feb. 19, noon 

UConn WBB: at Marquette, Sunday, 2:30 p.m.; at Xavier, 
Friday, 7 p.m.; Georgetown (XL), Feb. 20, 2 p.m. 

Celtics: Hawks, Sunday, 2 p.m.; at 76ers, Tuesday, 7:30 
.m.; Pistons, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 

Knicks: at Trail Blazers, Saturday, 5 p.m.; Thunder, Monday, 
7:30 p.m.; Nets, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 

Nets: at Heat, Saturday, 8 p.m.; Kings, Monday, 7:30 p.m.; 
at Knicks, Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 

UConn hockey: UMass, Friday, 7 p.m.; at UMass, Feb. 19, 
7:30 p.m.; at Northeastern, Feb. 25, 7 p.m. 

Bruins: at Senators, Saturday, 12:30 p.m.; at Rangers, 
Tuesday, 7 p.m.; at Islanders, Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

Rangers: Bruins, Tuesday, 7 p.m.; Red Wings, Thursday, 7 
p.m.; at Senators, Feb. 20,5 p.m. 

Wolf Pack: Rochester, Saturday, 7 p.m.; Providence, Feb. 19, 
7p.m.; at Bridgeport, Feb. 20, 3 p.m. 


TV/RADIO 


BASKETBALL 

11 a.m.: Women’s College Navy at Army. (Live) CBSSN 

12 p.m.: Arkansas at Alabama. (Live) SEC 

12 p.m.: Texas A&M at Auburn. (Live) ESPN 

12 p.m.: Texas at Baylor. (Live) ESPN2 

12 p.m.: Creighton at Georgetown. (Live) FS1 

1p.m.: Oklahoma at Kansas. (Live) CBS 

1p.m.: Seton Hall at Villanova. (Live) FOX 

1:30 p.m.: Navy at Army. (Live) CBSSN 

2 p.m.: South Carolina at Georgia. (Live) SEC 

2 p.m.: Florida State at North Carolina. (Live) ESPN 
2p.m.: West Virginia at Oklahoma State. (Live) ESPN2 

2 p.m.: Davidson at Rhode Island. (Live) ESPNU 

2 p.m.: Rutgers at Wisconsin. (Live) FS1 

2 p.m.: Women’s College }Grambling State at Texas 
Southern. (Live) NBA 

3 p.m.: NC State at Pittsburgh. (Live) ACC 

3:30 p.m.: Memphis at Houston. (Live) ABC 

3:30 p.m.: Indiana at Michigan State. (Live) FOX 

3:30 p.m.: The Citadel at Virginia Military Institute. (Live) 
CBSSN 

4p.m.: Florida at Kentucky. (Live) ESPN 

4 p.m.: Georgia Tech at Virginia. (Live) ESPN2 

4p.m.: Kansas State at lowa State. (Live) ESPNU 

4:30 p.m.: Marquette at Butler. (Live) FS1 

4:30 p.m.: Grambling State at Texas Southern. (Live) NBA 
5 p.m.: New York Knicks at Portland Trail Blazers. (Live), 
MSG. 

5:30 p.m.: Fordham at Duquesne. (Live) CBSSN 

6 p.m.: Vanderbilt at Tennessee. (Live) SEC 

6 p.m.: Ohio State at Michigan. (Live) ESPN 

6 p.m.: Syracuse at Virginia Tech. (Live) ESPN2 

6 p.m.: SMU at East Carolina. (Live) ESPNU 

6:30 p.m.: DePaul at Providence. (Live) FS1 

7p.m.: Notre Dame at Clemson. (Live) ACC 

8 p.m.: Brooklyn Nets at Miami Heat. (Live), YES. 

8 p.m.: Air Force at San Diego State. (Live) CBSSN 

8 p.m.: Mississippi State at LSU. (Live) ESPN2 

8 p.m.: South Florida at Wichita State. (Live) ESPNU 
8:30 p.m.: Los Angeles Lakers at Golden State Warriors. 
(Live) ABC 

8:30 p.m.: Ole Miss at Missouri. (Live) SEC 

10 p.m.: BYU at Pepperdine. (Live) CBSSN 

10 p.m.: UCLA at USC. (Live) ESPN 

10 p.m.: Saint Mary’s at Gonzaga. (Live) ESPN2 

10 p.m.: Arizona State at Washington State. (Live) ESPNU 
12 a.m.: Cal State Fullerton at Hawaii. (Live) ESPN2 
GOLF 

10 a.m.: Ladies Euro Tour Golf Magical Kenya Ladies Open, 
Third Round. (Same-day Tape) GOLF 

1p.m.: WM Phoenix Open, Third Round. (Live) GOLF 

3 p.m.: WM Phoenix Open, Third Round. (Live) CBS 
3.a.m.: DP World Tour Golf Ras al Kha.m.: h Classic, Final 
Round. (Live) GOLF 

HOCKEY 

12:30 p.m.: Boston Bruins at Ottawa Senators. (Live), 
NESN. 

12:30 p.m.: Columbus Blue Jackets at Montreal Canadiens. 
(Live) SPRTNET 

7 p.m.: Toronto Maple Leafs at Vancouver Canucks. (Live) 
SPRTNET NHL 

10 p.m.: New York Islanders at Calgary Flames. (Live) 
SPRTNET 

LACROSSE 

12:30 p.m.: Holy Cross at Syracuse. (Live) ACC 
OLYMPICS 

6 a.m.: Beijing 2022 Morning. (Live) SPRTNET 

6 a.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Figure Skating. (Live) USA 
8:10 a.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Men’s Hockey — ROC vs 
Czech Republic. (Live) CNBC 

9:45 a.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Speed Skating. (Same- 
day Tape) USA 

10:45 a.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Skeleton. (Same-day 
Tape) USA 

12 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Men’s Hockey — 
Switzerland vs Denmark. (Same-day Tape) USA 

2 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Men’s Curling — U.S. vs 
Norway. (Same-day Tape) USA 

2:30 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Biathlon, Soeed Skating, 
Cross-Country. (Same-day Tape) NBC 

5 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Women’s Curling — Great 
Britain vs U.S. (Same-day Tape) CNBC 

7:30 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Ski Jumping. (Same-day 
Tape) USA 

8 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Skeleton, Bobsled, Alpine 
Skiing, Figure Skating. (Live) NBC 

8 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Men’s Curling — U.S. vs 
Canada. (Live) CNBC 

9 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Freestyle Skiing. (Live) USA 
11 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Men’s Hockey — Slovakia vs 
Latvia. (Live) CNBC 

11 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Alpine Skiing. (Live) USA 
11:30 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Alpine Skiing, Freestyle 
Skiing, Speed Skating, Ski Jumping. (Live) NBC 

11:30 p.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Men’s Curling — Norway 
vs Sweden. (Same-day Tape) USA 

12:30 a.m.: Beijing 2022 Tonight. (Live) SPRTNET 

1a.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Bobsled. (Same-day Tape) 
USA 

2a.m.: Beijing 2022 Tonight. (Live) SPRTNET 

2a.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Cross-Country Skiing. (Live) 
USA 

4a.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Biathlon. (Live) USA 

4:40 a.m.: 2022 Winter Olympics Men’s Hockey — Finland 
vs Sweden. (Live) USA 

5:30 a.m.: Beijing 2022 Tonight. (Live) SPRTNET 

RUGBY 

1p.m.: Six Nations Championship Wales vs Scotland. 
(Live) CNBC 

3 p.m.: Six Nations Championship France vs Ireland. (Live) 
CNBC 

8:30 p.m.: Old Glory DC at Austin Gilgronis. (Live) FS1 
SOCCER 

9 a.m.: Italian Serie A Soccer Lazio vs Bologna. (Live) 
CBSSN 

12:30 p.m.: Premier League Soccer Norwich City vs 
Manchester City. (Live) NBC 

5:55 p.m.: Futbol Mexicano Primera Divisi6n (Live) TELE 
7:55 p.m.: Futbol Mexicano Primera Divisi6n (Live) UNI 
TRACK AND FIELD 

10 a.m.: American Track League: Eastern Indoors. (Live) 
ESPN2 


SIXERS 100, THUNDER 87 


Embiid’s 25 points, 


Associated Press 


PHILADELPHIA — 
James Harden already made 
his first Philly highlight reel. 

The 76ers gave a tease of 
Harden’s impending arrival 
with a flipbook-style video 
of his career that ended 
with a shot of The Beard 
superimposed in a No. 1 
jersey. Sixers fans gave 
the clip a roaring standing 
ovation. 

The Sixers can’t wait for 
the real deal to get to town. 

Joel Embiid had 25 points, 
19 rebounds and five blocked 
shots, and the 76ers won as 
they wait on Harden, 100-87 
over the Oklahoma City 
Thunder on Friday night. 

“Everybody’s going 


YANKEES 


to have extreme expec- 
tations,” Sixers forward 
Tobias Harris said. “I think 
this thing will really work. 
I think there’s something 
really special that we could 
do.” 

Harden, who _ has 
a hamstring injury, is 
expected to travel to the area 
this weekend and get evalu- 
ated by the team’s medical 
staff. He won’t play Satur- 
day against Cleveland. The 
means the earliest Harden 
could play for the 76ers is 
at home Tuesday against 
Boston. The Sixers also play 
Thursday at NBA cham- 
pion Milwaukee before the 
All-Star break. 

Sixers fans rushed the 
team stores when doors 


opened to get the jump on 
Harden jerseys. Yup, some 
die-hards wore a Harden 
jersey before the three-time 
NBA scoring champ could 
in Philly. 

Harden was acquired 
from the Brooklyn Nets at 
Thursday’s trade deadline 
for 2016 No.1 pick and three- 
time All-Star Ben Simmons. 
Simmons never played a 
game this season following 
an offseason trade demand. 
The Sixers got the second 
superstar they craved to pair 
with Embiid as they chase 
their first NBA champion- 
ship since 1983. 

Embiid had 11 points and 
10 rebounds in the first quar- 
ter. The Sixers, who also 
sent Seth Curry and Andre 


19 boards lift 76ers 


Drummond to the Nets, 
never really pulled away 
in the second half from the 
17-win Thunder. 

The Sixers are in a holding 
pattern until Harden makes 
his debut. Furkan Korkmaz 
started in Curry’s spot and 
the Sixers suddenly don’t 
have a backup center to 
Embiid. Coach Doc Rivers 
said the Sixers would scan 
the buyout market. 

Tyrese Maxey scored 24 
points and Harris 17 for the 
Sixers. 

Derrick Favors led the 
Thunder with 16 points and 
Lu Dort had 15. 

Thunder coach Mark 
Daigneault said he was fine 
the team stayed pat at the 
trade deadline. 


Voit having to prove himself is nothing new 


By Kristie Ackert 
New York Daily News 


TAMPA — For Luke 
Voit, it’s never stopped. 
The Yankees slugger went 
through injury — and some 
insult — last season, but never 
took time off. Voit spent this 
winter rehabbing and work- 
ing out with the rumors 
about the Bombers wanting 
to pursue another first base- 
man hanging over him. 

“That’s how it’s always 
been for me,” Voit said Thurs- 
day before going into a union 
meeting for players at an area 
hotel. “I have always had to go 
into spring training knowing 
that I had to prove myself. 

“Tam used to it.” 

This time, the 30-year-old 
Voit has to prove he can stay 
healthy and that he is more 
the hitter that the Yankees 
saw in 2019 and 2020 than he 
was in 2021. During a season 


GIANTS 


that began with a meniscus 
tear that required surgery 
and nagging leg issues all year, 
Voit watched as the Yankees 
went out at the trade dead- 
line to get an upgrade — and 
perhaps most importantly a 
left-handed hitter, trading for 
Anthony Rizzo. And now he 
is hearing all the rumors that 
Bombers will pursue five- 
time All-Star and 2020 MVP 
Freddie Freeman, also a lefty 
hitter. 

With the Yankees finally 
admitting they needed to 
diversify the lineup and his 
injuries being an issue last 
season, the Bombers face 
a decision with Voit. They 
have to be concerned about a 
power-hitter with leg issues 
and also see the opportunity, 
with the National League 
adapting the designated 
hitter, of anew market open- 
ing up for the slugger. 

Voit said he’s not worried 


about his future. 

“T just kept working out 
and getting back into shape,” 
Voit said about dealing with 
the turmoil this winter. “The 
knee, the leg feels great, it’s 
great. I’ve lost some weight 
and I’ve done some flexi- 
bility work. I feel great. I’ve 
been getting ready [for spring 
training] and that’s all I can 
control.” 

Voit has pretty much had 
to prove himself his whole 
career whether it be with the 
Bombers or the Cardinals. 

When the Yankees found 
him at the trade deadline 
in 2018, he was lingering in 
the Cardinals minor system 
being passed over by bigger 
named players. With Greg 
Bird almost always injured, 
Yankees scouts and analysts 
felt his right-handed swing 
would be a good fit for the 
Stadium. He got his first real 
chance to prove himself in the 


big league and grasped hold 
of it. 

In 39 games with the 
Yankees after the trade, Voit 
hit 14 home runs and turned 
heads not just with the Bomb- 
ers but around the league. In 
2019 he went into camp and 
won the first base job after 
the Bombers had him battle it 
out, but the injury bug hit him 
for the first time. He suffered 
a sports hernia that required 
surgery in the offseason. 

In 2020, he led the majors 
in home runs — with 22 — 
during the coronavirus-short- 
ened, 60-game season. In 
2021, however, he didn’t even 
get achance to prove himself, 
injuring his knee in spring 
training and beginning the 
season on the injured list. He 
played just 68 games in 2021 
in between three stints on the 
IL. During that second stint, 
the Yankees went out and 
traded for Rizzo. 


Daboll shares philosophy as announce staff 


By Tom Rock 
Newsday 


NEW YORK — The Giants 
formally announced a large 
portion of their coaching 
staff on Friday, including 
offensive coordinator Mike 
Kafka, defensive coordina- 
tor Don “Wink” Martindale, 
and the return of special 
teams coordinator Thomas 
McGaughey. Daboll has 
never before worked with 
any of his top three lieuten- 
ants. 

“l’ve known them, but I 
wouldn’t say [we had] a rela- 
tionship,” Daboll said. “I’ve 
known them throughout 
the years just being in the 
league... What we were look- 
ing for was intelligence, good 
communicators, good teach- 
ers that understood and were 


NFL 


from Page 1 


the NFC championship game 
two weeks ago. 

He takes no solace in prov- 
ing anybody — or just about 
everybody — wrong. 

“A younger me definitely 
would have,” he said. “But I 
just feel like I’ve come so far. I 
really know who Iam. I know 
myself. I know what I can 
bring. I know all of the stories 
and all that. ... I’m just happy 
that I’m in the position I am in, 
playing in a Super Bowl and 
hopefully being able to give 
one last effort, everything I 
have for this team to bring 
home that trophy.” 

Beckham once thought 
playing in Cleveland would 
give him a good chance of 
getting to the Super Bowl. But 
his relationship with the city 
soured, in part because of inju- 
ries that limited him to two 
100-yard performances in 29 
games. It got so strained near 
the end of his time there that 
his father, Odell Beckham Sr., 
posted a social media video of 
plays in which Browns quar- 
terback Baker Mayfield didn’t 
throw the ball to his son. 

Beckham hinted at 
mistakes he made but stopped 
short of taking any blame for 
how things unfolded in Ohio 
or with the New York Giants, 
who drafted him 12th overall 
in 2014. 

“T always talk about living 
life without regrets,’ he said. 
“So for me it’s been about the 
lessons and how do you learn 
from those lessons to bene- 


experts in their respective 
areas, and good teammates.” 

The Giants_ also 
announced their offensive 
position staff which will 
include quarterbacks coach 
Shea Tierney, offensive 
line coach Bobby Johnson, 
running backs coach DeAn- 
dre Smith, wide receivers 
coach Mike Groh and tight 
ends coach Andy Bischoff. 
They also announced Tony 
Sparano Jr. as the assistant 
offensive line coach and 
Andre Patterson as defensive 
line coach. 

“They’re all intelligent, 
dependable, good charac- 
ter, team-first people who 
are experts in their subject 
matter, can teach well and 
explain the details of their 
positions,” Daboll said. “I 
think there’s an important 


fit you in the future? ... There 
have been a lot of moments 
in my career that I can look 
back on now and ask myself 
how could I have handled that 
better? Just know that there 
is a lot of moments where I 
look back as a 29-year-old and 
reflect like how could I have 
been better in this situation? 

“T wish I could give you 
one, but I don’t want to throw 
myself under the bus right 
now.” 

Beckham remains one 
of the NFL’s most popular 
players, fame that skyrock- 
eted after a spectacular 
one-handed touchdown 
catch against Dallas during 
his rookie season. He has 
15.2 million followers on 
Instagram and 4.2 million 
on Twitter. Hall of Fame 
receiver Michael Irvin as 
well as Jarvis Landry — they 
were college teammates at 
LSU and reunited with the 
Browns — dropped into his 
Zoom session to shower him 
with praise for showing such 
resilience. 

Fans across the country are 
on “baby watch” for Beck- 
ham and his girlfriend, singer/ 
fitness trainer Lauren Wood. 
Their first child is due any 
day now. Beckham doesn’t 
even want to talk about the 
possibility of Wood giving 
birth during the big game. 
He doesn’t want “to put the 
energy in the air.’ It’s a lesson 
he’s embraced since that move 
west. 

“Literally my phone is right 
here just in case, so I’m on 
call,” he said. “I’m on watch. 
I’m on standby” 


part of developing a staff and 
bringing a staff together in 
terms of personality and fit, 
so we're happy with the guys 
that we’ve hired to this point. 
I’d say we’ve taken our time 
making decisions and really 
being methodical with our 
approach. We weren’t going 
to rush anything. Just take 
each case day by day.” 

The staff thus far includes 
a wide range of experience 
levels. Unlike Joe Judge who 
surrounded himself with 
former head coaches from 
college and the NFL, Daboll 
has no former head coaches 
on his staff. He does, though, 
have two sons of former 
head coaches in Groh and 
Sparano. 

“T think what you try to do 
when you're putting together 
a staff, whether that be an 


Mit scien 


offensive staff in a smaller 
form or the entire staff, you 
try to put together a group 
of people that will comple- 
ment one another, whether 
that’s experience, whether 
that’s energy, whether 
that’s detail, whether that’s 
passion,” Daboll said. “You 
don’t want to have a cookie 
cutter approach and hire 
everybody that’s exactly the 
same. I think that you have 
to offset blind spots.” 

The Giants also formally 
confirmed the hiring of 
Laura Young as director of 
coaching operations, the 
first woman to work for the 
Giants on the coaching side 
and the second on the foot- 
ball side. Hannah Burnett 
was hired as the team’s first 
full-time female scout two 
years ago. 
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SCOREBOARD 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC Ww L PCT’ GB 
Philadelphia 33 22 .600 - 
Toronto 31 23 .574 1% 
Boston 31 25 .554 2% 
Brooklyn 29 26 .527 4 
New York 25 31 446 8% 
SOUTHEAST W L PCT’ GB 
Miami 36 20 .643 — 
Charlotte 29 28 .509 7% 
Atlanta 26 28 .481 9 
Washington 25 29 .463 10 
Orlando 13 43 .232 23 
CENTRAL W LL PCT GB 
Cleveland 35 21 .625 — 
Chicago 34 21 .618 WY 
Milwaukee 35 22 .614 WY 
Indiana 19 38 .333 16% 
Detroit 12 44 .214 23 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

SOUTHWEST W  L PCT GB 
Memphis 39 18 .684 - 
Dallas 33 23 .589 5% 
New Orleans 22 33 .400 16 
San Antonio 20 35 .364 18 
Houston 15 40 .273 23 
NORTHWEST W L PCT GB 
Utah 34 21 .618 — 
Denver 30 24 .556 3% 
Minnesota 29 26 .527 5 
Portland 22 34 .393 12% 
Oklahoma City 17 38 .309 17 
PACIFIC Ww LL PCT GB 
Phoenix 45 10 .818 — 
Golden State 41 15 .732 4% 
L.A. Clippers 27 30 .474 19 
L.A. Lakers 26 30 .464 19% 
Sacramento 21 36 .368 25 


FRIDAY’S RESULTS 

Philadelphia 100, Oklahoma City 87 
Charlotte 141, Detroit 119 
Cleveland 120, Indiana 113 

Denver at Boston, late 

San Antonio at Atlanta, late 
Minnesota at Chicago, late 
Orlando at Utah, late 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 

New York at Portland, 5p.m. 
Memphis at Charlotte, 7p.m. 
Sacramento at Washington, 7p.m. 
San Antonio at New Orleans, 7p.m. 
Cleveland at Philadelphia, 7:30p.m. 
Denver at Toronto, 7:30p.m. 
Brooklyn at Miami, 8p.m. 
Oklahoma City at Chicago, 8p.m. 
L.A. Clippers at Dallas, 8:30p.m. 
L.A. Lakers at Golden State, 8:30p.m. 
Orlando at Phoenix, 9p.m. 


SUNDAY’S GAMES 
Atlanta at Boston, 2p.m. 
Minnesota at Indiana, 3p.m. 


THURSDAY’S RESULTS 
Memphis 132, Detroit 107 
Miami 112, New Orleans 97 
Washington 113, Brooklyn 112 
Toronto 139, Houston 120 
Dallas 112, L.A. Clippers 105 
New York 116, Golden State 114 
Phoenix 131, Milwaukee 107 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL SATURDAY 


FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 

Creighton 5 at Georgetown 
at UMass 2 Saint Joseph’s 
at Auburn 132 Texas A&M 
at Alabama 4\2 Arkansas 
at Baylor 52 Texas 
at Fairfield 2" Niagara 
atindianaSt. 2% Illinois St. 
at Villanova 9% Seton Hall 
at Kansas 10% Oklahoma 
at Co. Carolina 5 Georgia Southern 
at Drexel 72 Northeastern 
at Towson 112 Elon 
Yale 13 at Columbia 
at Cornell 2 Brown 
South Carolina 2% at Georgia 
at Pennsylvania 4 Harvard 
at Buffalo 112 Ball State 
at Furman 4V2 Chattanooga 
atN.Carolina 8 Florida St. 
Davidson 2 at Rhode Island 


at Dayton 14¥%2 Geo. Washington 


at Wisconsin 8% Rutgers 
at Oklahoma St.32 West Virginia 
at Montana St. 13/2 N. Arizona 
at Tulane 4 Temple 
at Clevieand St.212 IUPUI 
North Texas 5% at Rice 
at W. Illinois 13% N. Dakota 
Sam Houston 10% at Chicago St. 
NC State 1 at Pittsburgh 
at Wake Forest 7 Miami 
at Michigan St. 412 Indiana 
Ohio OY at E. MICHGIAN 
at Miami (Ohio) 1/2 Bowling Green 
at Houston OV Memphis 
at VMI 9 The Citadel 
atJames Madison 12 William & Mary 
atKentucky 11% Florida 
Murray State 3% at Morehead St. 
at ETSU 5 Samford 
at Virginia 9 Georgia Tech 
at Geo. Mason 1% VCU 
at Missouri St.11/%2 Valparaiso 
at lowa St. 4Y2 Kansas State 


at Texas Tech 10% TCU 
New Mexico St. 12 at Utah Valley 


at Princeton 7 Dartmouth 
at Oregon 13 California 
UC Riverside 3% at UC San Diego 
Marquette 4V2 at Butler 
Toledo 13 at N. Illinois 
UT-Martin 6 at E. Illinois 
Tennessee Tech 1 = at SIU Edwrdsville 
at Austin Peay 4 Tennessee St. 
Belmont 13. + atSE Missouri St. 
at E. Washington12 Idaho State 
Weber St. 102 at Idaho 
Duke 13% at Boston College 
at S. Dakota St.25'% Omaha 
at Tennessee 13% Vanderbilt 
at Michigan 2 Ohio St. 
at Virginia Tech 6 Syracuse 
Sanfrancisco 1 at Santa Clara 
atRichmond 13 La Salle 


Arizona 152 at Washington 
SMU 62 at East Carolina 
at Delaware 1 Hofstra 
at Providence 8% DePaul 
at UNC-Wilm. 1% Cleveland State 
at Marist OV Canisius 
at Fort Wayne 5 UIC 
atS.Alabama 6% Arkansas St. 
at Clemson 3 Notre Dame 
at LSU 82 Mississippi St. 
at S. Illinois 122 Evansville 
atSanDiego 8 Pacific 
at San Diego St.18'2 Air Force 
at Oral Roberts 82 Kansas City 
Cincinnati 4 at Tulsa 
at WichitaSt. 14% South Florida 
at Colorado 5 Utah 
at Minnesota 12 Penn St. 
at Montana 6 Portland St. 
Wyoming 14% at San Jose St. 
Grand Canyon 9% at Dixie St. 


BYU 142 at Pepperdine 
at Portland 1% Loyola Marymount 


at Gonzaga 15% Saint Mary’s 
UCLA Z at USC 
at Washington St. 12% Arizona St. 
Stanford 5 at Oregon St. 
NBA SATURDAY 

FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG 
at Portland off (off) New York 
Memphis 6 (234%)at Charlotte 


at Washington off (off) Sacramento 
at New Orleans off (off) San Antonio 


at Philadelphia off (off) Cleveland 
at Toronto off (off) Denver 
Brooklyn 4V¥2 (218%) atMiami 
at Chicago 12% (220) Okla. City 
atGoldenst. off (off) LA Lakers 
at Dallas 6 (215) LAClippers 
at Phoenix 15% (225) Orlando 
NHL SATURDAY 
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG Line 
atDETROIT ~— -138 Philadelphia +115 
Boston -225 at Ottawa +184 
Columbus -120 at Montreal +100 
Toronto -154 at Vancouver +128 
at Nashville -166 Winnipeg +138 


at Minnesota -118 Carolina -102 


at St. Louis -210 Chicago t1i2 
at Calgary -160 N.Yislanders +132 
NFL SUPER BOWL 56 SUNDAY 
FAVORITE SP O/U UNDERDOG 
LA Rams 4 (4812) at Cincinnati 
For the latest odds, go to 

FanDuel Sportsbook, 


https:/Aportsbook.fanduel.com/ 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

ATLANTIC GPW L OT PTS GF GA 
Florida 47 32 10 5 69 194 139 
Tampa Bay 47 3011 6 66 159 133 
Toronto 44 30 11 3 63 159 120 
Boston 45 26 16 3 55 133 130 
Detroit 48 21 21 6 48 136 165 
Ottawa 43 16 23 4 36 118 142 
Buffalo 46 14 24 8 36 120 161 
Montreal 46 8 31 7 23 102 184 
METRO. GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Carolina 45 32 10 3 67 159 106 
Pittsburgh 48 29 11 8 66 160 126 
N.Y.Rangers 47 30 13 4 64 145 122 
Washington 49 26 14 9 61 161 137 
Columbus 45 22 22 1 45 145 166 
N.Y. Islanders 40 17 17 6 40 99 108 
New Jersey 48 17 26 5 39 141 172 
Philadelphia 46 15 23 8 38 116 158 
WESTERN CONFERENCE 

CENTRAL GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Colorado 45 33 8 4 70 186 131 
Nashville 47 28 15 4 60 147 129 
Minnesota 42 28 11 3 59 161 122 
St. Louis 45 26 14 5 57 157 128 
Dallas 44 24 18 2 50 133 134 
Winnipeg 43 1917 7 45 122 128 
Chicago 47 17 23 7 41 116 157 
Arizona 47 12 31 4 28 105 176 
PACIFIC GP W L OT PTS GF GA 
Vegas 48 28 17 3 59 162 143 
Calgary 44 25 13 6 56 147 106 
LosAngeles 47 24 16 7 55 136 130 
Anaheim 48 23 16 9 55 141 137 
Edmonton 44 23 18 3 49 143 146 
San Jose 46 22 20 4 48 126 142 
Vancouver 48 21 21 6 48 123 133 
Seattle 47 15 28 4 34 123 164 


NOTE: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


FRIDAY’S RESULTS 

Winnipeg at Dallas, late 

N.Y. Islanders at Edmonton, late 
Tampa Bay at Arizona, late 
Seattle at Anaheim, late 


SATURDAY’S GAMES 
Philadelphia at Detroit, noon 
Boston at Ottawa, 12:30p.m. 
Columbus at Montreal, 12:30p.m. 
Toronto at Vancouver, 7p.m. 
Winnipeg at Nashville, 7p.m. 
Carolina at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Chicago at St. Louis, 8p.m. 

N.Y. Islanders at Calgary, 10p.m. 


SUNDAY’S GAMES 

Buffalo at Montreal, 12:30p.m. 
Ottawa at Washington, 12:30p.m. 
Pittsburgh at New Jersey, 1:30p.m. 
Colorado at Dallas, 2p.m. 


MONDAY’S GAMES 

Detroit at Minnesota, 8p.m. 
Toronto at Seattle, 9p.m. 
Chicago at Winnipeg, 9p.m. 
Edmonton at San Jose, 10:30p.m. 


THURSDAY’S RESULTS 
Pittsburgh 2, Ottawa 0 
Columbus 4, Buffalo 3(OT) 
Washington 5, Montreal 2 
Carolina 6, Boston 0 

New Jersey 7, St. Louis 4 
Calgary 5, Toronto 2 
Colorado 3, Tampa Bay 2 


PGA PHOENIX OPEN 
2nd of 4rounds; TPC Scottsdale; Scotts- 
dale, Ariz., 7,261yards; Par: 71 


Sahith Theegala 66-64—130 -12 
Brooks Koepka 66-66—132 -10 
Xander Schauffele 67-65—132 -10 
Patrick Cantlay 67-66—133 -9 
Talor Gooch 70-64—134 -8 
Adam Hadwin 66-68—134 -8 
Max Homa 69-65—134 -8 
Abraham Ancer 68-67—135 -7 
Tom Hoge 69-66—135 -7 
Kyoung-Hoon Lee 65-70—135 -7 
Alex Noren 67-68—135 -7 
J.T. Poston 69-66—135 -7 
Keegan Bradley 68-68—136 -6 
Brian Harman 68-68—136 -6 
Billy Horschel 67-69—136 -6 
Chris Kirk 70-66—136 -6 
Kevin Kisner 67-69—136 -6 
Patton Kizzire 71-65—136 -6 
Hideki Matsuyama 68-68—136 -6 
Carlos Ortiz 69-67—136 -6 
Sam Ryder 72-64—136 -6 
Bubba Watson 67-69—136 -6 
Branden Grace 68-69—137 -5 
Kramer Hickok 70-67—137 -5 
Martin Laird 70-67—137 -5 
Sebastian Munoz 70-67—137 -5 
Louis Oosthuizen 67-70—137 -5 
Jon Rahm 67-70—137 -5 
Rory Sabbatini 69-68—137 -5 
Scott Stallings 67-70—137 -5 
Justin Thomas 67-70—137 -5 
Brendon Todd 68-69—137 -5 
Cameron Young 68-69—137 -5 
Stewart Cink 67-71—138 -4 
Corey Conners 72-66—138 -4 
Matt Fitzpatrick 70-68—138 -4 
Brice Garnett 69-69—138 -4 
Lucas Glover 73-65—138 -4 
Harry Higgs 66-72—138 -4 
Si Woo Kim 70-68—138 -4 
Keith Mitchell 69-69—138 -4 
Adam Scott 68-70—138 -4 
Kevin Tway 68-70—138 -4 
Joseph Bramlett 73-66—139 -3 
Kevin Chappell 70-69—139 -3 
Austin Eckroat 70-69—139 -3 
Garrick Higgo 70-69—139 -3 
Charley Hoffman 67-72—139 -3 
Zach Johnson 69-70—139 -3 
Luke List 73-66—139 -3 
Troy Merritt 72-67—139 -3 
Francesco Molinari 70-69—139 -3 
Scottie Scheffler 68-71—139 -3 
Jordan Spieth 70-69—139 -3 
Joel Dahmen 71-69—140 -2 
Doug Ghim 69-71—140 -2 
Russell Henley 71-69—140 -2 
Stephan Jaeger 73-67—140 -2 
Matt Jones 72-68—140 -2 
Sung Kang 70-70—140 -2 
Russell Knox 72-68—140 -2 
Peter Malnati 69-71—140 -2 
Ryan Moore 69-71—140 -2 
RAS AL KHAIMAH CLASSIC 


2nd of 4 rounds, Al Hamra GC,Ras al 
Khaimah, U.A.E., 7,325 yards; Par: 72 
132 (-12) 


Ryan Fox 63-69 
135 (-9) 

Oliver Bekker 73-62 
Justin Harding 68-67 
Francesco Laporta 66-69 
Pablo Larrazabal 68-67 
Zander Lombard 72-63 
Jason Scrivener 66-69 
136 (-8) 

Shergo Al Kurdi 68-68 
Alexander Bjork 67-69 
Masahiro Kawamura 68-68 
Maximilian Kieffer 68-68 
Robert Macintyre 66-70 
Connor Syme 69-67 
137 (-7) 

Maverick Antcliff 67-70 
Adri Arnaus 70-67 
Gaganjeet Bhullar 70-67 
Richard Bland 66-71 
Laurie Canter 69-68 
David Drysdale 66-71 
Julien Guerrier 68-69 
Rasmus Hojgaard 69-68 
Jazz Janewattananond 67-70 
Hurly Long 67-70 
Mike Lorenzo-Vera 69-68 
Wade Ormsby 69-68 
Adrian Otaegui 69-68 
Yannik Paul 66-71 
Tapio Pulkkanen 70-67 
Sebastian Soderberg 66-71 
138 (-6) 

George Coetzee 70-68 
Marcus Helligkilde 72-66 
Scott Jamieson 72-66 
David Law 69-69 
Joost Luiten 66-72 
Edoardo Molinari 71-67 
Lukas Nemecz 69-69 
Matthieu Pavon 68-70 
Sami Valimaki 73-65 
Daniel Van Tonder 70-68 
Andrew Wilson 66-72 
139 (-5) 

Marcus Armitage 67-72 
Oliver Farr 67-72 
Ross Fisher 70-69 
Craig Howie 67-72 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


MEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1 Auburn (22-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. Texas A&M Saturday. 

No. 2 Gonzaga (20-2) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 22 Saint Mary’s (Cal), Saturday. 
No. 3 Purdue (21-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Maryland, Sunday. 

No. 4 Arizona (21-2) did not play. Next: 
Washington, Saturday. 

No. 5 Kentucky (20-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Florida, Saturday. 

No. 6 Houston (20-3) did not play. Next: 
vs Florida, Saturday. 

No. 7 Duke (20-4) did not play. Next: at 
Boston College, Saturday. 

No. 8 Kansas (19-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Oklahoma, Saturday. 

No. 9 Texas Tech (18-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. TCU, Saturday. 

No. 10 Baylor (20-4) did not play. Next: 
No. 20 Texas, Saturday. 

No. 11 Providence (20-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. DePaul, Saturday. 

No. 12 UCLA (17-4) did not play. Next: 
No. 21 Southern Cal, Saturday. 

No. 13 Illinois (17-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. Northwestern, Sunday. 

No. 14 Wisconsin (19-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Rutgers, Saturday. 

No. 15 Villanova (18-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Seton Hall, Saturday. 

No. 16 Ohio St. (14-6) did not play. Next: 
at Rutgers, Wednesday. 

No. 17 Michigan St. (17-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Indiana, Saturday. 

No. 18 Marquette (16-8) did not play. 
Next: at Butler, Saturday. 

No. 19 Tennessee (17-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 19 Vanderbilt, Saturday. 
No. 20 Texas (18-6) did not play. Next: 
at No. 10 Baylor, Saturday. 

No. 21 Southern Cal (20-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 12 UCLA, Saturday. 

No. 22 Saint Mary’s (Cal) (21-4) did not 
play. Next: at No.2 Gonzaga, Saturday. 
No. 23 Murray St. (23-2) did not play. 
Next: at Morehead St., Saturday. 

No. 24 UConn (16-7) lost to No. 25 
Xavier 74-68. Next: at St. John’s, Sun. 
No. 25 Xavier (17-7) beat No. 24 UConn 
74-68. Next: vs. St. John’s, Wednesday. 


FRIDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Oakland 71, Robert Morris 68 
Rider 58, St. Peter’s 49 
MIDWEST 

Kent St. 66, Akron 64 
Milwaukee 60, Wright St. 57 
Youngstown St. 82, Detroit 69 
WEST 

Long Beach St. 73, Hawaii 66 


WOMEN’S AP TOP 25 FARED 

No. 1 South Carolina (22-1) did not play. 
Next: at Georgia, Sunday. 

No. 2 Stanford (19-3) vs. Utah. Next: vs. 
Colorado, Sunday. 

No. 3 Louisville (22-2) did not play. 
Next: vs. No. 18 Notre Dame, Sunday. 
No. 4 Michigan (20-3) did not play. 
Next: at Northwestern, Sunday. 

No. 5 NC State (22-3) did not play. Next: 
at Duke, Sunday. 

No. 6 Arizona (17-3) at Arizona St. Next: 
vs. ArizonaSt., Sunday. 

No. 7 Indiana (17-3) did not play. Next: 
at Michigan St., Saturday. 

No. 8 UConn (16-5) beat DePaul 84-60. 
Next: at Marquette, Sunday. 

No. 9 lowa St. (20-3) did not play. Next: 
at TCU, Saturday. 

No. 10 Baylor (18-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia, Saturday. 

No. 11 Georgia Tech (18-6) did not play. 
Next: vs. Clemson, Sunday. 

No. 12 Oklahoma (20-3) did not play. 
Next: at No. 16 Texas, Saturday. 

No. 13 Tennessee (20-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Sunday. 

No. 14 LSU (20-4) did not play. Next: at 
Texas A&M, Sunday. 

No. 15 Maryland (18-6) did not play. 
Next: at lowa, Monday. 

No. 16 Texas (16-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 12 Oklahoma, Saturday. 

No. 17 Georgia (17-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 1 South Carolina, Sunday. 

No. 18 Notre Dame (19-5) did not play. 
Next: at No. 3 Louisville, Sunday. 

No. 19 Florida (18-6) did not play. Next: 
at Auburn, Monday. 

No. 20 BYU (20-2) did not play. Next: at 
Saint Mary’s (Cal), Saturday. 

No. 21 Ohio St. (18-4) did not play. Next: 
at Illinois, Monday. 

No. 22 Florida Gulf Coast (22-1) did not 
play. Next: vs. Stetson, Saturday. 

No. 23 North Carolina (19-4) did not 
play. Next: at Virginia Tech, Sunday. 
No. 24 Oregon (15-7) at Oregon St. 
Next: vs. Oregon St., Sunday. 

No. 25 lowa (16-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 15 Maryland, Monday. 


FRIDAY’S SCORES 

EAST 

Bryant 67, Sacred Heart 47 

CCSU 75, Merrimack 66 

Delaware 66, Northeastern 63 

Drexel 63, Hofstra 47 

Providence 64, Butler 53 

St. Francis (NY) 82, LIU Brooklyn 73 
St. Francis (Pa.) 70, Fairleigh Dickinson 56 
St. John’s 79, Georgetown 45 

UMass 87, George Mason 58 

SOUTH 

Coll. of Charleston 61, Wm & Mary 59 
Elon 69, UNC-Wilmington 59 
MIDWEST 

Robert Morris 60, Fort Wayne 48 
UConn 84, DePaul 60 

Villanova 74, Marquette 63, OT 


SUPER BOWL 56 
Sunday’s game, at Sofi Stadium, 
Inglewood, Calif. 
No. 4L.A. Rams (15-5) vs. 
No. 4 Cincinnati (13-7), 6:30 p.m. 


PLAYOFF TOP PERFORMERS 

PASSING 

404: Patrick Mahomes II, KC vs. PIT 
1/16 (30-39, 5 TD) 

378: Patrick Mahomes II, KC vs. BUF 
1/23 (OT) (33-44, 3 TD) 

366: Matthew Stafford, LAR at TB 
1/23 (28-38, 2 TD) 

348: Joe Burrow, CIN at TEN 
1/22 (28-37, 0 TD) 

337: Matthew Stafford, LAR vs. SF 
1/30 (31-43, 2 TD) 

329: Josh Allen, BUF at KC 
1/23 (OT) (27-37, 4 TD) 

329: Tom Brady, TB vs. LAR 
1/23 (30-54, 1 TD) 

310: Derek Carr, LAS at CIN 
1/15 (29-54, 1 TD) 


RUSHING 

96: Elijah Miethcll, SFat DAL 1/16 
(27 car., TD) 

88: Joe Mixon, CIN at KC 1/30 
(21 car., 0 TD) 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

CLUB GP W D LGF GA PT 
Man City 2419 3 257 14 60 
Liverpool 23 15 6 260 19 51 
Chelsea 2413 8 3 48 18 47 
West Ham 2412 4 8 42 31 40 
Arsenal 22 12 3 7 34 25 39 
Man United 23 11 6 637 31 39 
Tottenham 21113 728 27 36 
Wolverhampton 22 10 4 819 17 34 
Brighton 22 612 423 23 30 


Southampton 23 610 7 29 36 28 
Aston Villa 22 8 31131 35 27 


Leicester 21 75 9 34 39 26 
Crystal Palace 23 510 8 32 35 25 
Brentford 24 6 513 26 40 23 
Leeds 22 58 927 43 23 
Everton 21 5 41225 38 19 
Newcastle 22 3 91024 44 18 
Norwich 23 451414 46 17 
Watford 22 431523 41 15 
Burnley 20 111 817 28 14 
SATURDAY’S MATCHES 


Man United vs. Southampton, 7:30a.m. 
Brentford vs. Crystal Palace, 10a.m. 
Everton vs. Leeds, 10a.m. 

Watford vs. Brighton, 10a.m. 

Norwich vs. Man City, 12:30p.m. 
Chelsea vs. Arsenal, ppd 


SUNDAY’S MATCHES 

Burnley vs. Liverpool, 9a.m. 
Newcastle vs. Aston Villa, 9a.m. 
Tottenham vs. Wolverhampton, 9a.m. 
Leicester vs. West Ham, 11:30a.m. 


TUESDAY’S MATCHES 
Man United vs. Brighton, 3:15p.m. 
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WINTER OLYMPICS 


MEDAL COUNT 
52of 109total events 





NATION 


Norway 
Austria 

ROC 

Canada 
Germany 
Netherlands 
United States 
Italy 
Sweden 
Japan 

China 
Switzerland 
France 
Slovenia 
Finland 
Australia 
South Korea 
Czech Republic 
Hungary 
New Zealand 
Slovakia 
Belarus 
Spain 
Belgium 
Latvia 
Poland 


DODD ORP ROR RR HE NREPNWNUNABAUNEPNAO| AM 
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FRIDAY’S MEDALISTS 

ALPINE SKIING. Women’s Super-G 
G: Lara Gut-Behrami, Switzerland 
S: Mirjam Puchner, Austria 

B: Michelle Gisin, Switzerland 


BIATHLON, Women’s 7.5km Sprint 
G: Marte Olsbu Roeiseland, Norway 
S: Elvira Oeberg, Sweden 

B: Dorothea Wierer, Italy 


CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING 

Men’s 15km Classic 

G: livo Niskanen, Finland 

S: Alexander Bolshunov, ROC 

B: Johannes Hoesflot Klaebo, Norway 


SNOWBOARD, Men’s 
Snowboard Halfpipe 

G: Ayumu Hirano, Japan 

S: Scotty James, Australia 

B: Jan Scherrer, Switzerland 


SKELETON, Men 

G: Christopher Grotheer, Germany 
S: Axel Jungk, Germany 

B: Wengang Yan, China 


SPEED SKATING, Men’s 10000m 
G: Nils van der Poel, Sweden 

S: Patrick Roest, Netherlands 
B: Davide Ghiotto, Italy 


SHORT TRACK SPEED SKATING 
Women’s 1000m 

G: Suzanne Schulting, Netherlands 
S: Minjeong Choi, South Korea 

B: Hanne Desmet, Belgium 


FRIDAY’S SCORES 
MEN’S CURLING 
Switzerland 6, ROC 3 
United States 9, Britain 7 
Sweden 9, Italy 3 

China 5, Denmark 4 

ROC 10, Denmark 2 
Britain 8, Norway 3 
Switzerland 5, Canada 3 
WOMEN’S CURLING 
Switzerland 6, ROC 3 
United States 9, Britain 7 
Sweden 9, Italy 3 

China 5, Denmark 4 

ROC 10, Denmark 2 
Britain 8, Norway 3 
Switzerland 5, Canada 3 
United States 8, China 4 
Japan 8, Canada5 
Switzerland 8, ROC 7 
South Korea 9, Britain 7 
MEN’S ICE HOCKEY 
GROUP A W LOTW OTL PTS GFGA 


Canada 10 002 5 1 
UnitedStates 10 0 0 2 8 0 
China 01 000 0 8 
Germany 01 0 0 0 41 =5 
GROUP B W LOTW OTLPTS GF GA 
ROC 20 00 4 3 +40 
Denmark 11 002 2 3 
CzechRep. 01 1 02 3 «3 
Switzerland 01 0 11 1#@£ 3 
GROUP C W LOTW OTL PTS GF GA 
Finland 20 004 9 3 
Sweden 20 004 7 3 
Latvia 02 000 3 6 
Slovakia 02 0 0 0 3 10 


ROC 2, Denmark 0 

Czech Republic 2, Switzerland 1, Czech 
Republic wins 1-0in shootout 

Sweden 4, Slovakia 1 

Finland 3, Latvia 1 

SATURDAY’S GAMES 

Men’s Preliminary Round 

A, Germany vs. China, 3:40 a.m. 

B, Russian Olympic vs. Czech Rep., 
8:10 a.m. 

B, Switzerland vs. Denmark, 8:10 a.m. 
C, Slovakia vs. Latvia, 11:10 p.m. 
WOMEN’S ICE HOCKEY 

GROUP A W LOTWOTLPTS GF GA 


Canada 40 0 0 8 33 5 
United States 3 1 0 0 6 20 6 
Finland 13 0 0 2 10 19 
ROC 13 0 0 2 6 18 
Switzerland 13 0 0 2 £6 27 
GROUP B W LOTWOTLPTS GF GA 
Japan 20 1 1 #7 13 7 
Czech Republic21 0 1 5 10 8 
Sweden 22 00 4 7 8 
China 12 1 0 4 7 7 
Denmark 13 0 0 2 7 14 


ROC 2, Denmark 0 

Czech Republic 2, Switzerland 1, Czech 
Republic wins 1-0in shootout 
Sweden 4, Slovakia 1 

Finland 3, Latvia 1 

Quarterfinals 

United States 4, Czech Republic 1 
Canada 11, Sweden 0 
SaTURDAY’S QUARTERFINAL 
United States vs. TBA, 3:40 a.m. 
Canada vs. TBA, 3:40 a.m. 


TENNIS 


ATP DALLAS OPEN 
At Styslinger/Altec Tennis Complex, 
Dallas, Hardcourt indoor 
MEN’S SINGLES, QUARTERFINALS 
#7Marcos Giron d. 

#1Taylor Fritz (1), 6-4, 3-6, 7-6(3). 
#5Adrian Mannarino vs. 

#2Reilly Opelka, late 
#3John Isner d. 

Vasek Popsil, 6-4, 6-4. 
#4Jenson Brooksby d. 

Jordan Thompson, 6-3, 6-0. 


ATP ARGENTINA OPEN 

At Buenos Aires Lawn Tennis Club, 
Buenos Aires, Red clay, outdoor 
MEN’S SINGLES, QUARTERFINALS 


#1Casper Ruud d. 
Federico Coria, 6-3, 6-4. 
#2Diego Schwartzman vs. 
Francisco Cerundolo, suspended 
#3Lorenzo Sonego d. 
Fernando Verdasco, 6-4, 7-6(4). 
#6Federico Delbonis d. 
#4Fabio Fognini, 6-4, 6-4. 


ST. PETERSBURG LADIES TROPHY 
At Sport Club Dinamo, St. Petersburg, 
Russia, Hardcourt outdoor 

WOMEN’S SINGLES, QUARTERFINALS 


#1Maria Sakkari d. 
#8Elise Mertens, 7-6(7), 6-2. 
#2Anett Kontaveit d. 
#5Belinda Bencic, 7-6(7), 6-2.#7 
Jelena Ostapenko d. 
Aliaksandra Sasnovich, 7-6(5), 4-6, 6-3. 
lrina-Camelia Begu d. 
Tereza Martincova, 6-4, 6-2. 


ABN AMRO TOURNAMENT 

At Ahoy Rotterdam, Rotterdam, Nether- 
lands, Hardcourt indoor 

MEN’S SINGLES, QUARTERFINALS 


#1Stefanos Tsitsipas d. 

Alex de Minaur, 6-4, 6-4. 
#2andrey Rublev d. 

Martin Fucsovics, 6-4, 6-3. 
#3Felix Auger-Aliassime 

d. Cameron Norrie, 7-5, 7-6(4). 
Jiri Lehecka, d. 

Lorenzo Musetti, 6-3, 1-6, 7-5. 





Bengals quarterback Joe Burrow speaks to the media 
during a practice for Super Bowl LVI on Friday at UCLA’s 
Drake Stadiumin Los Angeles .RONALD MARTINEZ/GETTY 


SUPER BOWL 56 


Stars coming 
out to shine 


By Teresa M. Walker 


Associated Press 


Three-time AP NFL 
Defensive Player of the 
Year Aaron Donald. Three- 
time All-Pro corner- 
back Jalen Ramsey. Wide 
receiver Odell Beckham 
Jr. with his pass-catch- 
ing flair. And the NFL’s 
best receiver this year in 
Cooper Kupp. 

Those are only some of 
the big names on the Rams. 

Then there’s Bengals 
quarterback Joe Burrow. 
Young, confident to the 
point of brashness and 
with a fashion sense and 
style off the field reminis- 
cent of another young QB 
named Joe who once made 
waves on the big stage in 
Joe Namath. 

Yes, there will be more 
than enough star power 
on the field Sunday at the 
Super Bowl to match the 
celebrities in the stands at 
SoFi Stadium. 

“T think if you look cool 
in the dictionary, there’s 
a picture of him in some 
Cartier shades,” Beckham 
said of Burrow. “This guy 
is smooth and truly, as 
... he’s going to be one of 
the greats, I feel like. And 
I truly believe that Joe 
Burrow yes, is definitely 
cool, for sure.” 

Burrow has earned 
plenty of attention lead- 
ing the Bengals far beyond 
worst to first in just his 
second NFL season. With 
the Bengals’ first Super 
Bowl berth since the 
1988 season, Burrow is 
the toast of Ohio. LeBron 
James has reached out to 
him and rapper Kid Cudi 
direct messaged Burrow 
on social media. 

It’s why Burrow is stay- 
ing off social media. 

“T haven’t checked in a 
while,’ Burrow said. “My 
phone hasn’t been blowing 
up as much, so that’s been 
nice. Just trying to elimi- 
nate those distractions. 
But yeah, the social part of 


IN BRIEF 


the position that I’m in, it’s 
crazier than the football 
part to me.” 

Burrow showed off his 
fashion sense at the AFC 
title game. First with a 
big coat on his way into 
Arrowhead Stadium, then 
with a gold and diamond 
necklace over his classic 
black turtleneck postgame. 
Bengals rookie kicker Evan 
McPherson says Burrow’s 
style is pushing him to up 
his own game. 

“I probably learned a 
thing or two from him 
....’ McPherson said. “My 
favorite one is probably 
the jacket from this past 
(game) in my opinion. It’s 
definitely special and defi- 
nitely unique.” 

The Rams live in Los 
Angeles — Hollywood, 
you know — so style comes 
naturally. No outfit can 
come close to matching 
the sheer star power on the 
roster for a team that can’t 
collect enough big names. 

They traded for 
Matthew § Stafford, 
upgrading significantly 
at quarterback. During 
this season, they traded 
for linebacker Von Miller, 
the NFL’s active sacks 
leader and Super Bowl 
50 MVP; signed Beckham 
in November; and lured 
safety Eric Weddle out of 
retirement. 

“We got a lot of stars 
over here,’ Ramsey said. 
“We oozing with confi- 
dence as well.” 

In addition to Burrow, 
the Bengals have a star in 
the making in Pro Bowl 
rookie receiver Ja’Marr 
Chase. 

For a team used to 
playing far from nation- 
ally televised games, the 
Bengals are eager to take 
advantage of this spotlight. 

“We got to prove 
ourselves to get on the 
big stage, and that’s what 
we've done,’ Bengals wide 
receiver Tyler Boyd said. 
“And it’s showing off” 

Exactly the way stars do. 


Clemson’s Collins gets 
suspended for hard foul 


News services 


Clemson guard 
David Collins has been 
suspended one game by 
the Atlantic Coast Confer- 
ence for a foul on Duke’s 
Wendell Moore Jr. that 
Blue Devils coach Mike 
Krzyzewski said was a 
“dangerous” play. 

Collins, the 6-foot-4 
graduate transfer from 
South Florida, will miss 
the Tigers home game 
Saturday against Notre 
Dame. 

Moore stole the ball 
from Collins in the first 
half and appeared to have 
a clear lane for an uncon- 
tested layin. 

However, Collins under- 
cut Moore while in the air 
and the Duke forward 
crashed hard against the 
floor. 

“One of the most 
dangerous plays that I’ve 
ever seen,” Krzyzewski 
said after the game. 

Moore got up soon after 
and continued playing. He 
finished with eight points 
and a team high eight 
assists in the seventh- 
ranked Blue Devils 82-64 
victory. 

Collins was ejected for 
the flagrant 2 foul. 


Golf: Sahith Theegala 
made up for a messy finish 
Friday morning in the 
suspended first round of 
the WM Phoenix Openina 
hurry — and kept on going. 
Making his tourna- 
ment debut on a spon- 
sor exemption, Theegala 
shot a 7-under 64 to 
take a two-stroke lead 
over defending cham- 
pion Brooks Koepka and 
Xander Schauffele at firm, 
fast and fan-packed TPC 
Scottsdale. 


MLB: The death of former 
major leaguer Jeremy 
Giambi was a suicide, the 
office of the Los Angeles 
County medical examin- 
er-coroner said Friday. 
Giambi, 4:7, died Wednes- 
day at his parents’ home 
in suburban Claremont. 
The cause of death was a 
gunshot wound, according 
to the coroner’s online case 
records. 


NBA: LaMelo Ball had 31 
points and 12 assists, Terry 
Rozier added atriple-dou- 
ble and the Hornets ended 
a six-game losing streak 
with a 141-119 win against 
the struggling Pistons on 
Friday. Pistons have lost 
seven in arow and 11 of 12. 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 
Sunday: at St. John’s at Madison 
Square Garden, noon, FOX 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
Sunday: at Marquette, 
2°30 Dit, FOX 








Knight helps US 
survive scare, beat 
Czechs in quarters 


By John Wawrow 


Associated Press 


BEIJING — Once the sense 
of relief subsided following 
an all-too-tense quarterfinal 
victory for the defending Olym- 
pic women’s hockey champions, 
United States coach Joel John- 
son’s focus turned to just how far 
other countries have come. 

In atournament that appeared 
destined for a gold-medal show- 
down between the global powers 
of U.S. and Canada, the upstart 
Czech Republic nearly crashed 
the party. So much for the lack of 
parity in the sport that some have 
been griping about after the US. 
and Canada rolled through their 
first three preliminary round 
games outscoring opponents by 
a combined margin of 47-5. 

“When I read some articles 
from people who have no clue 
what they should be talking 
about, this game is a good 
reminder for them,” Johnson 
said following the Americans’ 
4-1 victory against the Czechs. 
“There might be some scores that 
look a little lopsided, but this is 
exactly what everybody knows, 
that people are making strides.” 

The Americans overcame a 1-0 
deficit and avoided what would 
have been a stunning upset by 
scoring three times in the third 
period. 

Lee Stecklein scored the 
go-ahead goal 6:49 into the third 
period when her shot from the 
right point deflected in off the 
stick of Czech forward Michaela 
Pejzlova. Choate Rosemary Hall 
graduate Hilary Knight had a goal 
and assist, Savannah Harmon 
also scored and Kendall Coyne 
Schofield added an empty-netter. 
Alex Cavallini stopped five shots, 
while getting plenty of help from 
her shot-blocking defenders. 

The second-seeded Ameri- 
cans, who have never failed to 
reach the semifinal stage since 
women’s hockey was introduced 
at the 1998 Nagano Olympics, 
next play on Monday against an 
opponent that won’t be deter- 
mined until the quarterfinal 
results Saturday. 

Canada, the tournament’s top 
seed, faced Sweden later Friday. 

The Czech Republic’s women’s 
hockey program took 23 years to 
qualify for its first Olympics, but 
it took only five games in Beijing 
to show why the country could be 
a fixture for years to come after 
finishing second in Group B. 

While being outshot 59-6, 
credit the Czechs for a rope-a- 
dope style of defense, which kept 
most of the Americans’ chances 
to the perimeter. Goalie Klara 
Peslarova then covered up most 
of the mistakes by stopping 55 
shots, including the first 22 she 
faced. 

“It’s so nice seeing them frus- 
trated, seeing them angry,” 
Peslarova said of U.S. players. 
“Hopefully, we show the people 
that we’re not the underdogs, 
that we can also play hockey. 
They didn’t really know about 
us, and now they know’” 

The Czechs became the sixth 
women’s hockey team to be held 
without a shot in a period in the 
Olympics, after the U.S. had an 
18-0 edge through 20 minutes. 
But they still managed to open 
the scoring. It came on their 
second shot on net 4:59 into the 
second period, when Pejzlova 
snapped in Cavallini’s clearing 
attempt from the slot. 

The Americans responded 
to tie the score 48 seconds 
later, when Knight converted a 
rebound in front. After Stecklein 
scored, Harmon sealed it with 
3:09 left. 

“There was no backing off, 
and that’s great. We don’t expect 





The United States’ Hilary Knight 
dives for the puck in front of the 
Czech Republic’s Samantha Ahn 
Kolowratova during a women’s 
quarterfinal hockey game at the 
2022 Winter Olympics on Friday in 
Beijing. PETR DAVID JOSEK/AP 


any less,” Stecklein said of the 
Czechs. “It definitely makes it 
a hard quarterfinal, and that’s 
honestly what we need going into 
the semis.” 

The Czech Republic has burst 
on the scene with a roster featur- 
ing 14 players with current or 
past NCAA college experience. 

The Czechs qualified for their 
first world championship in 2013. 
After being relegated again for 
two years, the team has made 
four consecutive appearances at 
worlds, including a sixth-place 
finish in 2019. 

“Very proud of them,” said 
coach Tomas Pacina, noting he 
was fine with the disparity in 
shots following 20 minutes as 
long as the game was scoreless. 

“It’s exactly what we wanted. 
Maybe the fact they scored too 
early to tie it. If we could hold 
on for maybe five or six minutes 
longer to that lead,’ he added. 
“But, you know, the United States 
is an unbelievable team and I 
think that we surprised a lot of 
people today.” 

This is the type of performance 
many in Beijing have been saying 
is possible by countries still play- 
ing catch-up to the U.S. and 
Canada, teams that have domi- 
nated the Olympics and world 
championships. 

Rather than being intimidated, 
players suggest the mere chance 
to face the two global powers is 
an opportunity to gauge develop- 
ment and learn what it takes to 
compete at an elite level. 

“It shows what’s possible for 
women’s hockey,’ Switzerland 
forward Lara Stalder said follow- 
ing an 8-0 loss to the U.S. “Every- 
one can learn so much from 
these games. I mean, I love play- 
ing these games. It’s so much fun 
playing against the best women’s 
hockey players in the world and 
trying to battle out there.” 

Czech captain Alena Mills 
expressed similar sentiments, 
noting there was a time when the 
Russian men’s team dominated 
almost every Olympic tourna- 
ment before the breakup of the 
Soviet Union. 

“The European teams are 
getting better, and it’s going to 
take time because the sport is still 
young. You know, the NHL didn’t 
grow in one day,” Mills said. 

“T think we’ve learned a lot of 
lessons here through the losses, 
through some of the tears. And I 
think we’re going to be stronger 
for it in four years,” Mills added. 
“We needed this experience 
to become a better team. And I 
think we showed that today.” 


Notes 


The goal was the 10th of 
Knight’s Olympic career, tying 
her with Cammi Granato for 
fourth on the U.S. list. Knight 
also increased her career Olym- 
pic point total to 24 to move 
into third on the list, one ahead 
of Katie King. ... The Czechs 
became the first women’s team 
since Italy at the 2006 Torino 
Games to fail to register a shot on 
net in a period at the Olympics. 
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First-period scoring outburst 
lifts Huskies hockey past Eagles 


By Staff report 


CHESTNUT HILL, Mass. — 
Artem Shlaine scored 1:35 into 
the game and set the UConn 
hockey team off on a four-goal 
first period leading to a 6-4 
Hockey East Conference win at 
Boston College on Friday night. 

The Huskies, on the fringe of 
the Division I top 20, improve to 
16-11-0 and 12-6-0 and have now 
won seven of eight games. The 
Eagles are 10-5-4 and 5-10-3. 

After Casey Carreau tied the 
game for BC, Jacyym Kondelik 
got the lead back at 9:49 with 


Men 


from Page 1 


with 22 points on 8-for-17 shooting 
from the field. 

The Huskies are now 16-7 and 
7-5 in the Big East. Xavier breaks a 
two-game conference losing streak 
and improves to 17-7 overall and 7-6 
in the Big East. 

In the early minutes, the offen- 
sive execution on both sides left a 
lot to be desired. 

UConn forward Adama Sanogo 
picked up his second foul at the 
14:23 mark and was limited the 
rest of the half. At media timeout 
at 12:37, UConn led 10-7 with both 
teams shooting a combined 7-for- 
23 (30.4%) from the field. 

Coming off the media time- 
out the Huskies came out with a 
different offensive approach and 
started driving the ball to the rim. 
They took it to the rim on the first 
three plays, leading to three sepa- 
rate trips to the free-throw line. 
UConn’s inability to corral defen- 
sive rebounds has cost them in 
pivotal moments this season, and 
it occurred yet again. At the 5:25 
mark, Isaiah Whaley blocked Zach 
Freemantle’s layup, and a fran- 


Women 
from Page 1 


UConn dared the Blue Demons to 
hit from 3, where they sank just 2 
of 12 in the first 10 minutes. 

After Deja Church’s layup 
brought DePaul within six midway 
through the second quarter, Juhasz 
hit a 3 to push UConn’s lead back 
up to nine. Her trey initiated a 10-0 
run that extended UConn’s advan- 
tage to 16 late into the half, a burst 
that was capped by another 3 from 
the graduate transfer. Church’s 3 
made it a 42-29 game going into 
the break. 

The Huskies took care of the 
ball on their end, while their active 
defense forced eight first-half 
turnovers from the Blue Demons. 
UConn turned that into nine points 
on the other end. 

DePaul’s Aneesah Morrow, the 
presumptive favorite for Big East 
Player of the Year, compiled her 


Track 


from Page 1 


Glastonbury coach Brian Collins 
said the coaches left the decision to 
run up to Harding and her doctor 
and parents. 

“She’s a competitor where she 
wants to be there for the team but 
we told her she needs to be safe, 
too,” he said. “We were hoping 
maybe she’d be able to race one 
race. She’s incredible.” 

Junior Zoe Spann-McDon- 
ald won the 55 hurdles (8.97) for 
Glastonbury. Freshman Brooke 
Strauss won the 1,000 and finished 
second in the 1,600 and the 3,200. 

“We don’t necessarily focus 
on points, it just comes about,” 
Spann-McDonald said. “We try our 
best and whatever is the outcome 
is the outcome.” 


RIB] RisCassi & Davis 


Protecting the rights of the 


his team-leading 11th goal of 
the season. Jarrod Gourley then 
scored a pair of goals at 12:56 and 
14:12 to give UConn a 4-2 lead 
after one. 

Carter Turnbull and Kevin 
O’Neil added second-period goals 
for a Husky cushion. Vladisov 
Firstov and Hudson Schandor 
each had a pair of assists. Carreau 
added a third-period goal to close 
the gap for the Eagles. 

UConn returns to action on 
Friday and Saturday with a 
home-and-home series against 
IMass beginning at the XL 
Center. 


tic scramble for the ball ensued, 
ending up in the hands of Xavi- 
er’s Scruggs, who passed the ball 
to Nunge, who drained a 3 to put 
Xavier up 25-22. 

One of UConn’s biggest strengths 
is its rebounding, but with players 
in foul trouble and the Musketeers’ 
high energy, they outrebounded 
the Huskies 19-15. Every 50-50 
rebound seemed to go Xavier’s 
way, leading to pivotal momen- 
tum-shifting plays. Nate Johnson 
drained a 3 to beat the buzzer and 
put Xavier up 34-31 at the half. 

The Musketeers came out of the 
half with a purpose and quickly 
found themselves up 42-34 after a 
layup by Freemantle. This was the 
largest lead Xavier had up to this 
point and it prompted a UConn 
timeout. 

Tyrese Martin had a strong 
take to the hoop on the next play, 
which led to an and-1 opportunity 
which he converted. Every time 
the Huskies would get close, the 
Musketeers would answer with 
pivotal baskets. Martin hit a 3 at 
11:41 to cut the lead to 49-46, and 
it seemed like signs of hope for the 
Huskies. Xavier answered with a 
5-0 run. With UConn trailing by 
five, UConn coach Dan Hurley got 


18th consecutive double-double 
by the end of the first half with 10 
points and 10 rebounds. 

UConn largely picked up where 
it left off out of the locker room, 
storming ahead by 19 off Williams’ 
jumper. DePaul (19-7, 11-4) briefly 
pulled within 14, but any Blue 
Demons momentum was erased 
with a13-4 UConn run with which 
its lead climbed into the 20s. 

Williams finally got going 
with 10 third-quarter points, 
and Edwards had a big transition 
and-one that shifted things in the 
Huskies’ favor for good. They went 
into the final frame ahead 69-49. 

UConn didn’t let up in the fourth 
to go up by as many as 25. Morrow 
finished with a team-high 20 
points on 9-20 shooting, as well as 
16 rebounds. She scored 30 points 
in the teams’ first meting in Janu- 
ary on 11-19 shooting. 


Alexa Philippou can be reached at 
aphilippou@courant.com 


Hall won its fifth consecu- 
tive boys title with 88 points and 
Greenwich was runner-up (63). 
Hall senior Toby Ruffo won the 
600, anchored the winning 4x800 
team and was a member of the 
winning 4x400 team. 

“It feels amazing to continue 
with the tradition we’ve estab- 
lished,” Ruffo said. “It takes a lot 
of work and we put in the work 
behind the scenes. 

“Having no indoor last year was 
a little bit of a bummer. I think we 
were a little better last year but I 
still love this and love competing 
with these guys.” 

Manchester senior Aidan Puffer 
won the 3,200 meter title (9:18.42) 
and helped his team finish second 
in the 4x800 behind Hall. 

Puffer said his goals were “just to 
win [the 3,200] and do good with 
my 4x800 team. We were this close 





Darion Hanson, grad transfer from 
Union shown here in action from 
earlier in the season, and the UConn 
hockey team defeated Boston 
College 6-4 in a Hockey East game 
on Friday night. STEPHEN SLADE 


hit with a technical foul. Xavier 
drained both free throws. 


Shreyas Laddha can be reached 
at sladdha@courant.com or at 
shre98 on Twitter. 


XAVIER 74, UCONN 68 


UConn M FG FT - RB A_ PF PT 
Cole 29 8-17 3-4 3 3 4 22 
Martin 40 5-14 6-7 4 1 2 18 
Sanogo 25 3-6 56 6 1 4 11 
Jackson 24 2-5 0-0 3 1 #=5 5 
Whaley 37 16 0-0 6 3 3 2 
Gaffney 13 333 O02 1 1 3 7 
Hawkins 18 1-5 00 4 1 2 3 
Polley 14 0-4 0-0 1 O O 0 
TOTALS — 23-60 14-19 31 11 23 68 


Three-point goals: 8-24, 33.3(Cole 3-6, Martin 
2-5, Gaffney 1-1, Jackson 1-2, Hawkins 1-4, 
Whaley 0-3, Polley 0-3). FG pct.: 38.3. FT pct.: 
73.7. Team rebounds: 3. Turnovers: 8(Cole 2, 
Sanogo 2, Martin, Jackson, Whaley, Gaffney). 
Blocks: 4(Whaley 2, Jackson, Hawkins). Steals: 9 
(Jackson 4, Whaley 2, Martin, Sanogo, Polley). 
Xavier M FG FT PT 
Nunge 35 
Freemantle 36 5-9 2-3 


PF 
3 
9 1 #1 
Johnson 33 48 2-22 3 O 1 12 
Scruggs 30 48 1-4 3 2 3 9 
Jones 36 2-7 45 5 6 3 8 
Odom 20 48 0-0 1 2 3 8 
Hunter 9 1-2 12 #1 1 «21 3 
Edwards 1 0-0 00 0 0 0 0 
TOTALS — 26-53 18-26 35 13 15 74 


Three-point goals: 4-14, 28.6Vohnson 2-4, 
Nunge 2-6, Scruggs 0-1, Hunter 0-1, Jones 0-2). 
FG pct.: 49.1. FT pct.: 69.2. Team rebounds: 4. 
Turnovers: 10(Scruggs 4, Freemantle 2, Jones 2, 
Johnson, Odom). Blocks: 7(Scruggs 3, Freeman- 
tle 2, Nunge, Hunter). Steals: 5(Nunge 2, John- 
son, Scruggs, Jones). 

UConn 31 3f _ 68 

Xavier 34 40 — 74 

Officials: Rutecki, Szelc, Shows. Att.: 10,388at 
Cintas Center, Cincinnati, Ohio. 


UCONN 84, DEPAUL 60 


DePaul M FG FT RB A PF _ PT 
Morrow 38 9-20 1-1 161 4 20 
Church 37 6-12 44 2 5 2 17 
Held 31 2-14 2-2 1 2 #1 7 
Rogers 26 2-11 0-0 3 2 3 6 
Collier 37 2-6 0-0 5 0 0 5 
Holmes 25 2-5 0-1 3 0 1 5 
Purcell 4 0-1 00 0 0 2 0 
Rimmer 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 O 0 
TOTALS — 23-69 7-8 37 10 13 60 


Three-point goals: 7-31, 22.6(Rogers 2-6, Church 
1-3, Collier 1-4, Holmes 1-4, Morrow 1-5, Held 
1-9). FG pct.: 33.3. FT pct.: 87.5. Team rebounds: 
7. Turnovers: 14(Held 4, Team 3, Rogers 2, Collier 
2, Morrow, Church, Holmes). Blocks: 3(Morrow 
2, Collier). Steals: 3(Morrow, Held, Holmes). 
UConn M FG FT - RBA _ PF PT 


Juhasz 25 8-12 45 8 4 1 22 
Williams 40 9-19 1-2 4 3 20 
Edwards 30 8-13 3-3 6 3 3 19 
Muhl 38 48 0-0 5 5 0 9 
Fudd 34 2-11 0-0 6 0 1 4 
Westbrook 28 5-9 0-1 4 5 2 10 
Gabriel 4 0-1 00 2 0 2 0 
DeBerry 1 0-1 0-0 0 0 1 0 
TOTALS — 36-74 8-11 47 20 11 84 


Three-point goals: 4-19, 21.1 Juhasz 2-3, Muhl 
1-2, Williams 1-4, DeBerry 0-1, Westbrook 0-2, 
Fudd 0-7). FG pct.: 48.6. FT pct.: 72.7. Team 
rebounds: 12. Turnovers: 9(Edwards 2, Muhl 2, 
Fudd 2, Gabriel 2, Westbrook). Blocks: 6(Muhl 
2, Juhasz, Williams, Edwards, Fudd). Steals: 10 
(Williams 3, Westrbook 3, Edwards 2, Muhl, 


Fudd). 
DePaul 16 13 20 11 — 60 
UConn 25 Jf 27 15 — 84 


Officials: Sourlock-Welsh, Preato, Forsberg. Att.: 
8,115at Gampel Pavilion, Storrs. 


to winning states. We didn’t really 
think we had a shot at winning it, 
to be honest.” 

Hall won the 4x800 in 8:15.45 
and Ruffo came back at the end 
to beat Puffer on the anchor leg. 
Manchester finished in 8:15.84. 

On Feb. 4, Puffer ran the mile at 
the New Balance Indoor Grand 
Prix in Boston, finishing third 
in 4:10.41, two seconds off his 
personal best. 

“That was the one real race 
where I went all out,” he said. 
“That gave me a lot of confidence 
for the rest of the indoor season but 
also the outdoor season because 
my training has been all very strong 
aerobic stuff and long tempos and 
no speed at all. I was able to still 
run a pretty good time.” 


Lori Riley can be reached at Iri- 
ley@courant.com. 


Safety Tip of the Day 


Throwing rock salt down on your icy driveway will get you 
nowhere if it’s too cold for the salt to melt the ice. Always check the 
application temperatures on bags of salt before buying. 


riscassi-davis.com 


131 Oak Street * Hartford, Connecticut 


860.522.1196 * 800.344.5297 


injured for more than 60 years 
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Doping hearing next for Valieva 





Russian figure skater Kamila Valieva’s 
right to compete in the women’s event 
at the Beijing Olympics will be decided 
at an urgent hearing at the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport. Both the World 
Anti-Doping Agency and the Interna- 
tional Testing Agency — on behalf of 
the IOC — said Friday they would fight 
the decision by Russia’s anti-doping agency to allow the 
15-year-old Valieva to skate. The Russian agency provi- 
sionally banned Valieva on Tuesday because she failed a 
doping test in December. After an appeal, the agency lifted 
the ban Wednesday. Valieva is the heavy favorite in her 
event, which begins Tuesday. She set world record scores 
this season and landed the first quad jump by a woman at 
an Olympics as the Russian athletes competing as ROC, 
short for Russian Olympic Committee, won the team 
event. The ROC said it will fight to keep that gold medal, 
and Valieva has passionate support from the Kremlin. The 
ITA confirmed reports that Valieva tested positive for the 
banned substance trimetazidine at the Russian national 





Medina ne s death still a mystery 


A necropsy on 2021 Kentucky Derby 
winner Medina Spirit showed no 
definitive cause of death. The Cali- 
fornia Horse Racing Board on Friday 
released the results of the examina- 
tion done after the colt collapsed and 
died after a workout on Dec. 6 at Santa 
Anita. Trainer Bob Baffert, pictured, 
said the colt suffered a heart attack. Medina Spirit had 
just completed five furlongs in his second workout since 
finishing second in the Breeders’ Cup Classic in November. 
The necropsy report said Medina Spirit’s swollen lungs 
and foam in his windpipe, as well as enlarged spleen and 
congestions and mild hemorrhages in other tissues “are 
common in horses dying suddenly, and are compatible 
with, but not specific for a cardiac cause of death.” Medina 
Spirit’s Kentucky Derby victory last May came under scru- 
tiny after he tested positive for betamethasone, a legal 
medication that is not allowed on race day in Kentucky. 
As a result, Baffert was suspended by Churchill Downs 
and barred from entering horses in the 2022 and 2023 








championships in St. Petersburg six weeks ago. 


Kentucky Derbies. 








Shaun White acknowledges spectators after finishing fourth in the men’s halfpipe on Friday. CAMERON SPENCER/GETTY 


OLYMPICS 


Goodbye to the sky 


No medal for White as he 
takes flight for final time 


By Bernie Wilson 


Associated Press 


BEIJING — Shaun White’s brilliant 
and transcendent Olympic career is 
over. It ended with a fall on his final run 
down the halfpipe, a heartfelt ovation 
from the crowd and then a tearful fare- 
well to asport he helped define. 

A few mountains away, Mikaela 
Shiffrin finally made it all the way 
down the Alpine ski hill, finished ninth 
in super-G and then expressed relief. 

There were no medals and different 
emotions Friday for two of the biggest 
American stars at the Beijing Olym- 
pics. Shiffrin could have two more 
chances to become the first Alpine ski 
racer from the United States to win 
three Olympic golds across a career. 

White, though, is finished. His fifth 
and final Olympics ended when he 
clipped the wall trying to land his 
second trick of his third run. Know- 
ing it was over, he pulled off his helmet 
and acknowledged the crowd as he 
slowly rode the rest of the way down 
the halfpipe. Trying to win his fourth 
gold medal, he instead finished fourth. 

“T’m not sad,’ White said, although 
he cried a few times, including during 
an interview with NBC when he strug- 
gled to keep his composure. 

“I’m proud of what I put down,’ 
White said. “And I can’t help but think 
if I would have hit the podium in third, 
I would have wanted second. And ifT’d 
have gotten second, I would’ve wanted 
first. It’s just the fighter in me, and I’m 
always hoping for more.” 

White came shredding into the 


Olympics 16 years ago, a teenager from 
a San Diego suburb nicknamed “The 
Flying Tomato” because of his shaggy 
mop of red hair. 

He won the gold medal at Turin and 
repeated in 2010 in Vancouver. After 
finishing fourth in Sochi, he was back 
on the top of the podium in 2018. Along 
the way he became a pop culture cross- 
over. 

Now 35 and his hair well-coiffed, 
White had his legacy on display all 
around him in the Secret Garden 
Olympic halfpipe. 

“I’m sure every single person who 
competed today looked up to him for 
a very long time,’ said bronze medal- 
ist Jan Scherrer of Switzerland. “It’s a 
very cool moment.” 

The gold medalist, 23-year-old 
Ayuma Hirano of Japan, was one of 
them. He proved to be a worthy succes- 
sor to White with an epic final run for 
ascore of 96. 

“T hoped I could send a message to 
him by showing my ride to him,” said 
Hirano, who grew up idolizing White. 


Shiffrin finishes 

Mikaela Shiffrin made it across the 
finish line of The Rock course on the 
Alpine hill for the first time in three 
races in the Beijing Games. She placed 
ninth in the super-G, well off the pace 
set by gold medalist Lara Gut-Behrami 
of Switzerland. 

“Tt’s areally big relief to be here now 
in the finish, having skied a run well,” 
Shiffrin said. “I wasn’t skiing safe or 
anything. But I also did get to the finish 
and that’s really nice for my heart to 
know that it’s not totally abandoning 
everything I thought I knew about the 
sport.” 





Her performance in the super-G 
came after she crashed out of the 
giant slalom on Monday and skid- 
ded out of the slalom on Wednesday, 
both races ending just a few seconds 
after she started. Those were her best 
events and the ones in which she had 
won gold medals, the slalom at Sochi 
in 2014 and the giant slalom four years 
later at Pyeongchang. 

The 26-year-old from Colorado said 
she had felt emotionally fatigued. 

“But when we got out today, I just 
feel a little bit more settled. A little bit 
quieter. Trying to keep some calmness 
and just trying to focus on the task at 
hand, so I could put my attention 
where I wanted and ski the hill and 
the course properly.” 

Shiffrin could compete twice more 
individually in Beijing. She’ll have a 
few days to practice the downhill and 
decide if she'll enter on Tuesday. 


‘No War’ sign 

Ukrainian skeleton athlete Vladyslav 
Heraskevych held up a small sign that 
read “No War in Ukraine” at the end of 
his third run. The sign was printed on 
a blue-and-yellow piece of paper, the 
colors of Ukraine’s flag. 

The International Olympic Commit- 
tee says there will be no repercussions 
for Heraskevych. 

It was possible that the IOC could 
have considered Heraskevych’s act 
a violation of Rule 50 of the Olympic 
Charter. That rule, in part, states that 
“no kind of demonstration or politi- 
cal, religious or racial propaganda is 
permitted in any Olympic sites, venues 
or other areas.” 

But the IOC characterized the sign 
late Friday as “a general call for peace.” 


Auburn sticking with Harsin as coach 


Auburn coach Bryan Harsin will return 
for a second season after defections 
by assistants and players alike helped 
prompt a school investigation into 
unspecified concerns. Auburn Presi- 
dent Jay Gogue announced the deci- 
sion Friday, a week after telling trustees 
that his office was “trying to separate 
fact from fiction” surrounding the polarizing coach who 
was accused publicly by one former player of treating his 
team “like dogs.” Gogue decried the “wild speculation” 
and misinformation in the “feeding frenzy” surrounding 
Harsin, whose firing would have cost Auburn millions. His 
contract runs through the 2026 season, “Let me be clear — 
our university, the administration and the entire Board of 
Trustees stand behind Coach Harsin and are ready to help 
him succeed as the leader of our football program,” Gogue 
said in a letter posted on the university’s website. He said 
the review, which started after concerns were raised to 
his administration, included interviews with current and 
former coaches and administrative staff under Harsin, plus 
“numerous” players, administrators and others. —AP 


OLYMPICS COMMENTARY 


Short track is the 
chaos we all crave 


By Paul Newberry | Associated Press 


NASCAR and pro wrestling are not sports at the Winter 
Olympics. That’s OK. 

We’ve got short track. 

Instead of stock cars pinballing off one another at Bris- 
tol, there are daring skaters whipping around a track set 
up on ahockey-sized rink at the Capital Indoor Stadium — 
bumping and drafting, doling out an elbow here, ashoulder 
there as they scuffle for position in what seem like impos- 
sibly tight corners. 

The unfortunate ones — 
there are LOTS of those — 
wind up slamming into the 
thick pads cushioning the 
outside boards, often after 
getting a subtle nudge from 
one of their competitors. 

Dale Earnhardt would’ve 
fit right in with this bunch. 
Then, when the race is over, 
things really get intriguing. 

As best as we can tell, they 
don’t script the results like 
WWE, but it usually comes 
down to the almighty word 
of the chief referee. At these 
Games, he’s a white-haired man in a jacket, tie and skates, 
who looks a bit like Burt Bacharach but wields the power 
of Vince McMahon. 

No race is official until the ref makes the call, usually 
after watching a video replay monitor while the skaters 
and fans stir nervously. The vagaries of the rulebook gener- 
ally leave plenty of room for griping and moaning. 

“Tt can definitely be frustrating,” American short tracker 
Kristen Santos said. “But I think that’s something we know 
going into this sport. We all chose it. Part of what keeps the 
sport so exciting is the uncertainty.” 

Short track has been an official part of the Winter Games 
since 1992. My first real taste of it came a decade later at 
Salt Lake City, where Aussie Steven Bradbury pulled 
off one of the great upsets in Olympic history simply by 
remaining upright. Bradbury was hopelessly overmatched 
in the 1,000-meter final and lagged far behind, hoping 
others would fall or get disqualified so maybe he could 
sneak away with abronze. It worked out beyond his wild- 
est dreams when all four skaters ahead of him, including 
American star Apolo Ohno, went down in a heap. 

Bradbury coasted across the line first with a dazed look. 

That, in essence, is short track. 

“Short track speedskating is a little bit different sort of 
a sport,” said Britain’s Farrell Treacy, who made the men’s 
1,500 final in Beijing. “But that’s why I love the sport. The 
uncertainty. The fact that you’re rubbing shoulders.” 

The condition of the ice only adds to the unpredict- 
ability. The Zambonis pop out between every few races 
for resurfacing, and the workers are constantly pouring 
buckets of water and blasting the ice with a fire extinguish- 
er-type device to smooth things out. But it’s impossible to 
keep the ice pristine for every race, as Treacy discovered. 

“I was in a heat with an Italian,” he said. “In the first 
three laps, he fell over right in front of me, just because 
the ice broke up. The ice was terrible those first rounds. 
Loads of people falling over. These are just things you’ve 
got to deal with.” 

Nothing quite so dramatic as Bradbury’s victory has 
happened in Beijing, but there have still been plenty of 
thrills and spills. 

Corrinne Stoddard wound up witha broken nose in her 
very first Olympic race, losing an edge and careening so 
hard into the padding that her knees smashed into her face. 

“T didn’t have a lot of time to react,” said the 20-year-old 
American. “My main focus was not cut myself or break my 
leg, so I stuck my feet out. But when I stuck my feet out, my 
knees came into my face. Basically, I broke my own nose.” 

She returned to the ice a few nights later wearing a patch 
across the bridge of her nose that helped numb the pain. 

There was certainly no thought of quitting. 

“Heck no!” Stoddard said. “I went to the doctor that 
night (after her crash) and they were like, ‘You can either 
stay here or you can go home’ And I was like, ‘I’m not going 
home!” 

The team from South Korea, a hotbed for short track, 
actually thought of heading home after the disqualifica- 
tion of two of its skaters this week. World-record holder 
Hwang Daeheon was among those penalized. 

The federation filed complaints with the International 
Skating Union and the IOC, even though its protestations 
had absolutely no chance of changing the outcome. 

As with WWE, the referee’s decision is often debated 
but never altered. Hwang bounced back from his DQ to 
capture gold in the men’s 1,500. 

An offshoot of traditional speedskating, which is 
conducted on a 400-meter oval and puts competitors in 
their own lanes, racing strictly against the clock, short 
track is certainly not for everyone. And don’t even get 
me started on the relays, which are organized mayhem 
with four skaters per team, all on the ice at the same time, 
tagging each other in and out with a shove to the rump. 

“The rustle and bustle, that whole thing, I love it,’ Treacy 
said, breaking into a big smile. “I watch long track some- 
times and I think, ‘Ahh, maybe this is right up my street? 
But then I go, ‘I think I like my sport a little bit better” 





Olga Tikhonova crashes in 
short track speedskating 
competition Wednesday. 
NATACHA PISARENKO/AP 
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The 2022 Toyota Tundra Hybrid is available in Limited, TRD Pro, seen in this photo, Capstone or 1794 trims. TOYOTA 


Developing deman 


Pickups show how Detroit Three and 
Toyota differ on electrification, hybrid 


By Henry Payne 
The Detroit News 


ARMEL VALLEY, 

California — Toyota 

is from Mars, 
Detroit automakers are 
from Venus. 


Toyota, America’s best- 
selling brand in 2021, 
makes rugged trucks in 
Texas for American buyers. 
But it has always pursued 
amore retail-focused 
strategy than Motor City 
truck makers who split 
their attention between 
retail and commercial fleet 
buyers. 

As the federal govern- 
ment tries to force auto- 
makers to make EVs over 
the next decade, that truck 
strategy is diverging even 
further as the 2022 Toyota 
Tundra sidesteps fully 
electric trucks for retail 
buyer-preferred hybrid 
powertrains while General 
Motors Co. and Ford Motor 
Co. build battery-powered 
Silverado EV and F-150 
Lightning pickups for their 
retail and commercial fleet 
customers. 

The Toyota and the 
Detroit Three plans are 
case studies in how big 
automakers plan to keep 
both their customer and 
government constituen- 
cies happy. Where Toyota 
Motor Corp. sees volume 
sales — and resulting regu- 
latory compliance — in 
its hybrid SUV and sedan 
offerings, GM and Ford see 
customer volume in their 
fleet truck sales. 

“Our focus was towing 
— the vast majority of 
Tundra owners tow,” said 
Toyota marketing manager 
Joe Moses at the Tundra 
i-Force MAX hybrid’s 
media test in California. 

As with buyers of its 
bestselling RAV4 compact 
SUV and Camry sedan 


hybrids, Toyota found its 
retail customers didn’t 
want fully electric trucks, 
which, despite their 
impressive low-end torque, 
have poor range — espe- 
cially when towing. Real- 
world tests by TFLTrucks. 
com have found that EVs 
lose about 70% of range 
when towing. 

With a 32.2-gallon 
fuel tank and EPA high- 
way rating of 22 mpg, the 
Tundra has a range of just 
over 700 miles. By compar- 
ison, the F-150 Lightning’s 
range tops out at 300 miles. 

Toyota expects 25% 
of its pickup sales to be 
hybrid — similar to the 
percentage of electrified 
vehicle sales (gas-hybrid, 
plug-in and hydrogen fuel 
cell) in 2021 for the rest of 
its model lineup, led by the 
RAV4 and Camry. Toyota 
sold 583,697 vehicles in 
2021 equipped witha 
battery of some kind. 

Those sales, analysts say, 
also will help Toyota meet 
its mpg regulatory compli- 
ance goals as the EPA 
ratchets up fuel economy 
standards in coming years. 

“Toyota is smart to do 
what they are doing,” iSee- 
Cars.com auto analyst Karl 
Brauer said. “Toyota is 
focused on making vehi- 
cles that will sell to today’s 
customers, while watching 
how EV demand develops. 
Maybe they are wrong, but 
they haven’t gotten much 
wrong in the last 50 years 
and they just sold more 
vehicles in the U.S. in 2021 
than anyone else.” 

GM and Ford, by 
contrast, are making bold 
bets that consumers will 
make a quick shift to EVs. 
GM says that its lineup 
will be exclusively EV by 
2035 and has abandoned 
hybrid vehicles to make big 
investments in all-electric 
skateboard chassis. Ford is 
investing heavily in EVs as 
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The 2024 Chevrolet Silverado EV RST is shown Jan. 5 in Detroit. PAULSANCYA/AP 


well but is also bullish on 
gas-hybrids with its Escape 
Hybrid and Lincoln Corsair 
and Aviator plug-in models. 

Like Toyota, say analysts, 
the Detroit automakers are 
playing to their strength: 
truck market dominance. 
Together, they hold more 
than 90% of the US. full- 
size pickup market. 

While GM and Ford have 
struggled to sell hybrids 
on the same scale as their 
Japanese rival, they have 
a stranglehold on the US. 
commercial fleet pickup 
and delivery van markets. 

At her recent address to 
the Consumer Electronics 
Show touting the General’s 
zero-emission future, CEO 
Mary Barra highlighted 
demand from corporate 
customers for electric 
BrightDrop vans. Walmart 
has signed an agreement 
with the Detroit maker to 
buy 5,000 BrightDrop vans, 


while FedEx is already 
taking delivery of 500 vehi- 
cles with more expected to 
come. 

“Tt’s sexy to talk about 
retail electric vehicles, but 
there is actually so much 
opportunity in the fleet 
market,” said Ed Kim, 
industry analyst with 
Auto Pacific. “Fleet vehi- 
cles can run fixed routes 
of 150 miles on a smaller, 
cheaper battery. Then 
they can charge overnight 
on cheaper utility rates. 
With Congress’s proposed 
$12,500 in incentives, a 
Ford Lightning EV, for 
example, can make up its 
purchase premium over a 
gas-powered F-150 of about 
$10,000.” 

Ford is bullish on sell- 
ing the Lightning to fleet 
consumers while GM 
sees its BrightDrop van 
demand translating to the 
pickup market. Indeed, the 


fleet-focused Work Truck 
version of the Silverado EV 
will beat the retail version 
to market in early 2023. 
The Detroit Three will 
continue to build diesel 
pickups for the heavy and 
light-duty markets given 
their superior towing capa- 
bility and mpg numbers. 
But heavy-duty trucks 
will soon lose their federal 
exemption from mpg 
regulations — and will 
become tougher to make 
just as diesels have become 
expensive to engineer in 
the light-duty market. 
Chevy, Ford and Ram light- 
duty diesels get 20% better 
fuel efficiency than Toyo- 
ta’s Tundra. But given the 
regulatory climate, Toyota’s 
Moses says the hybrid’s 
dexterity makes it attrac- 
tive to truck owners just as 
hybrids have sold well to 
SUV and sedan owners. 
Whatever their electrifi- 





cation strategy, the Ameri- 
can and Japanese pickups 
will cost you. Trucks have 
become the new luxury 
vehicles with stratospheric 
sticker prices. Top Light- 
ning and Silverado EV 
trims will push $100K. 
With the Tundra Hybrid, 
Toyota is introducing a new 
Capstone model starting at 
75 grand. 

“We’ve continued to see 
the consumer transaction 
price in full-size pickups go 
up. Some of it is around the 
towing technology, a lot of 
it the advancement in tech,” 
Moses said. “Consumers 
aren’t just looking at a basic 
truck — (they) want a truck 
that can do everything, but 
with all the amenities, too.” 

And will Toyota develop 
an electric pickup? 

“Tt goes back to the prior- 
ity about towing,” he said. 
“We'll continue to watch 
the market.” 


Mercedes-Benz says it will be using mushrooms in new electric vehicle 


By Alison Cutler 
The Charlotte Observer 


Mercedes-Benz has gone 
full-throttle with funky 
sustainable features in its 
upcoming VISION EQXX 
electric vehicle. 

The car will be made out 
ofa variety of sustainable 
materials, including mush- 
rooms, cacti and bamboo 
products, according to 
Mercedes-Benz’s news 
release showcasing the car 
on Jan. 3. 

“These (features) show 


that it is still possible to 
achieve the utmost in 
automotive luxury with- 
out using animal products, 
whilst creating an inimi- 
table feeling of premium 
comfort. This fascinating 
journey has halved the 
carbon footprint of the 
leather alone,” Mercedes- 
Benz wrote on its website. 
The car manufacturer 
worked with Mylo, the 
company that says it began 
the ‘mushroom-leather’ 
movement. They call 
their leather alternative 


“Unleather,’ and it’s made 
from mycelium, the thread- 
like underground part of 
fungus that mushrooms 
grow from. 

The vegan leather will be 
used to detail the seat cush- 
ions in the VISION EQXX, 
according to Mercedes- 
Benz. That’s not the only 
plant-based material that 
will make an appearance 
in the car’s interior. They’ll 
swap more leather out 
for Deserttex, an automo- 
tive-specific material that is 
made from pulverized cacti 


fibers, Mercedes-Benz said. 
The carpets will be made 
with 100% bamboo fiber, 
and bioengineered silk will 
be used for the door pulls. 

According to Mercedes- 
Benz, the new car will be 
the most efficient model 
the company has ever built, 
focusing on energy and 
technology efficiency. 

The vehicle will be able 
to travel more than 620 
miles on asingle charge. 

The car is anticipated to 
be available for purchase in 
2024. 





The Mercedes-Benz VISION EQXX claims 620 miles of range 


and 201 horsepower. MERCEDES-BENZ AG 
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The fully-loaded 2022 Nissan Pathfinder is priced at $51,790. NISSAN 


AUTO REVIEW 


2022 Nissan Pathfinder can 
haul a tall family with ease 


By Henry Payne 
The Detroit News 


SEATTLE — The holi- 
day season is behind us, 
and it’s a great opportunity 
to assess the family SUV. 

I scored a 2022 Nissan 
Pathfinder for a Payne 
family get-together in 
America’s rain capi- 
tal. Pathfinder is one of 
the latest in a series of 
recent Nissan value hits 
that include the compact 
Sentra sedan and Rogue 
SUV. I first met Pathfinder 
last summer in Michigan, 
where it came with 6-foot- 
10-inch product planner 
Andrew Molnar showing 
off its third row. 

That’s right. Six foot 10. 
My 6-foot-5-inch frame fit 
easily back there as well, 
giving me confidence that 
Pathfinder would be up to 
the job of ferrying three 
6-foot-plus Payne men 
and their wives around 
Seattle’s slippery streets 
for a packed weekend of 
outings. Our active family 
doesn’t lay around, and my 
Seattle-based older son 


had prepared a full agenda. 


Mrs. Payne and I picked 
up aloaded $51,790 
Pathfinder at the Seat- 
tle airport. I recommend 
loaded. Not only is Path- 
finder full of standard 
features like blind-spot 
assist and adaptive cruise 
control (a tone set for 
the brand by the Sentra, 


2022 Nissan 
Pathfinder 


Price: $34,560, including 
$1,150 destination fee 
$51,790 as tested) 
Powerplant: 3.5-liter V-6 
Power: 284 horsepower, 
259 pound-feet torque 
Transmission: 
9-speed automatic 
Performance: 0-60 moh, 
6.7 seconds 
Towing: 6,000 pounds 
Fuel economy: EPA est. 
mpg 21 city/26 highway/23 
combined 


which includes the same 
features at a ridiculously 


low starting price of $25K), 


but it offers features like 
360-degree surround view 
and panoramic sunroof at 
a price that won’t break 
the bank. Only the Korean 
twins of Hyundai Palisade 
and Kia Telluride rival 
Pathfinder in value. 

With its all-wheel-drive 
system, the Nissan was 
loaded for bear with snow, 
sand, rock, eco, sport and 
auto settings. I would 
only need auto, sport and 
snow — the latter coming 
in handy during torrential 
rains on hills by cutting 
torque to the wheels and 
allowing for easy traction 
(northerners, take note for 
challenging snowstorms). 

My long-suffering wife 
drew the short straw for 
the third-row seat first — 


but the experience wasn’t 
bad. The second-row 
jumps forward at the touch 
ofa button, allowing easy 
ingress/egress. That entry 
is tougher for giants like 
myself, but once seated, 
the headroom is palatial 
and the sunroof lets in lots 
of light. 

The Pathfinder weath- 
ered everything Seattle 
threw at us, too. Despite 
the constantly chang- 
ing forecast, the inte- 
rior climate system work 
effortlessly — avoiding 
fogging and loud blow- 
ing like, ahem, some other 
vehicles. 

The Pathfinder’s ergo- 
nomics are well thought 
out with everything at 
the driver’s fingertips 
— including an excel- 
lent chiclet shifter and 
sub-console storage for 
hiding valuables. 

Heading to Tukwila for 
some Saturday afternoon 
go-karting, the Path- 
finder plied Interstate 5 
with a competent assist- 
ed-driving system that 
kept us lane-centered and 
distanced from vehicles 
ahead of us. 

Pathfinder is also a chal- 
lenge to Nissan’s luxury 
brand. Built on the same 
platform as the Infiniti 
QX60, the Nissan may not 
be as pretty as its high- 
class cousin — but the digi- 
tal interior is the Infiniti’s 
match. 
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Which brake lights are best? 





Bob Weber 


Motormouth 


Q: Your article on car 
strobe lights reminded 
me of a useful study of 
brake lights I learned 
about while a student at 
the University of Mich- 
igan. The combined 
running/brake lights 
were least effective; if 
the following driver 
was looking away, he 
had to look back and 
then decide if the light 
had become brighter. 

A high center stop light 
improved things. Best 
was three lights: green 
while cruising, yellow 
when lifting foot from 
accelerator, then red 
with the brakes applied. 
Hard braking strobed 
the red. In a line of traf- 
fic, a problem ahead 
would result in a ripple 
of yellow and red lights 
moving back the line. 

— JW., Naperville, Illi- 
nois 

A: Were you in college 
in the 1970s? I suspect 
that such an arrangement 
may have been distract- 
ing, much like the flashing 
amber party lights we now 
see on nearly every truck 
on the road. 


Q: My 2006 Chrys- 
ler Town and Country 
van had the fuel pump 
replaced in the fuel tank. 
Afterward, the fuel filler 
neck has positive pres- 
sure forcing fuel out 
when you try to pump it 
in. Any suggestions? 
—B.K., Allentown, 
Pennsylvania 

A: Two possibilities 
come to mind. The fuel 
filler hose may have gotten 
kinked, but more likely, 
the vent hose may be 
restricted. Ask the shop 
that did the pump replace- 


ment to eyeball their work. 


Q: lowna2011 Acura 


“ tert CoehTroorne 


RDX Turbo. We are on 
Central Time however, 
my Acura’s digital clock 
on the dashboard reads 
Eastern Time. I brought 
the car into the Acura 
dealer and was told they 
cannot fix the prob- 
lem. They informed me 
older models stay on 
EST. Have you heard 
of this problem and do 
you know of a solution? 
Thank you so much for 
your assistance. — J.S., 
Oak Lawn, Illinois 

A: If your car has the 
navigation system, the 
clock should change time 
automatically, much as 
your smartphone, even 
when traveling through 
time zones. Without the 
nav, press and hold the 
SOUND/CLOCK button 
until there is a beep and 
then press the M or R 
buttons to adjust the time. 
If the EST message contin- 
ues to display, ignore it 
(or — ahem — puta piece 
of tape over it). A desper- 
ate option might include 
moving to Pittsburgh. 


Q: Ihave a 2018 Buick 
Cascada. Last fall I 
started losing my XM 
radio signal. I brought it 
to a dealer since the car 
is still under warranty. 
Dealer replaced a part 
thought to be causing 
the problem, replaced 
the radio, replaced the 
“shark’s fin” antenna on 
the back and the vehi- 
cle is still having prob- 
lems. They’ve had my car 
since Dec. 8 and we’ve 
been told that mechan- 
ics at the dealer are 
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communicating with 
mechanics at GM to try 
to figure out what is 
going on by communi- 
cating via email. First, 
any thoughts on what 
might be causing radio 
problems? Also, is email 
communication between 
mechanics to trouble- 
shoot problems typical? 
It seems a slow and inef- 
ficient. And meanwhile, 
my Cascadais still sitting 
at the dealer. — S.B., 
Buffalo Grove, Illinois 

A: I must admit that I do 
not have any better idea of 
the problem than the deal- 
ership techs nor the trou- 
bleshooter techs at GM. 
But, yes, communicating 
by email has become very 
popular. Messages are less 
likely to be misunderstood 
and attaching diagrams or 
trouble trees is easy. The 
dealership tech can also 
print out the info and take 
it to the car being repaired. 
Since we seldom drive a 
convertible in the winter, 
think of it as free winter 
storage. 


Bob Weber is a writer and 
mechanic who became an 
ASE-certified Master Auto- 
mobile Technician in 1976. 
He maintains this status by 
seeking certification every 
five years. Weber’s work 
appears in professional 
trade magazines and other 
consumer publications. 

His writing also appears in 
automotive trade publica- 
tions, Consumer Guide and 
Consumers Digest. Send 
questions along with name 
and town to motormouth. 
tribune@gmail.com. 
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Seattle Air Quality Forecast For Today Saybrook Jetty 7:45am. 1:09am. 36° 
Poe , 35° a 8:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. 
40s | (305 Gos | Connecticut River 10:28 a.m. 4:55 a.m. 
io ws S Os Lebanon at Portland 10:43 p.m. 5:46 p.m. 
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fa tes ; , Kingston 90 75 S Stockholm 40 33PC Heating DegreeDays Season Normal Season 
AROUND THE WORLD Today’s forecast in cities not included in the maps above: lisbon 61 43PC Sydney 77 66 SH For July 1- Feb 11 3417 3757 3488 
Deh ag Baltimore 57 31 C_ Nashville 39 19 C San Juan 83 74SH Budapest 48 24 S seh ee ee Hate 
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LOCAL SCOREBOARD 


Thursday’s late high school results 


BOYS BASKETBALL 


CCC-West 

CONARD 46, SIMSBURY 28 

CONARD (15-2): Kyle Barnum 6-0-18, 
Jackson Morhardt 2-0-6, Matt Santoro 
1-0-2, Jalin Hamblin 6-0-13, Ryan Bushnell 
3-1-7. Totals 18-1-46. 

SIMSBURY (12-5): Anthony Simpson 
4-0-8, Aidan Riordan 3-3-10, Keenan Willi- 
son 1-0-3, Giovanni Marchetti 2-1-5, Nick 
Cordani 1-0-2. Totals 11-4-28. 


C 7 9 13 17 — 46 
S yy S&S £ BD = 2 
AVON 57, SOUTHINGTON 53 


AVON (10-6): Jade Eldah 6-2-14, Isaac 
Aguilar 6-7-21, Tabor Engle 0-1-1, Tyler 
Brokenshire 2-4-9, Aidan Srb 2-0-6, Aarsh 
Moza 2-0-4, Emmett Borenstein 1-0-2. 
Totals 19-14-57. 

SOUTHINGTON (4-12): Ryan Hammar- 
lund 10-6-28, Aidan Buck 4-1-10, Carson 
Lentini 1-0-2, lan Beierle 2-0-4, John Flynn 
2-2-6, Rick O’Neil 1-0-3. Totals 20-9-53. 


A 15 149 19 — 57 
S 14 7 19 13 -— 53 
CCC-Inter 


BRISTOL CENTRAL 83, WINDSOR 67 
WINDSOR (12-3): Johnny Pierce 1-0-2, 
Quintin Floyd 3-0-7, Ray Rodriguez 3-0-7, 
Rashawn Tibby 3-0-8, Tyler Betsey 6-5-19, 
Tone Williams 1-0-2, Kaiden James 1-0-2, 
Prince Samuels 5-1-12, Jakeel Martin 
2-0-4, Jonathan Georges 1-2-4. Totals 
26-8-67. 

BRISTOL CENTRAL (16-0): Donovan 
Clingan 23-5-51, Victor Rosa 5-0-12, 
Damion Glasper 4-2-10, Steve Alseph 
2-0-5, Carson Rivoira 1-0-2, Jayeson Van 
Beveren 1-0-3. Totals 36-7-83. 


W 17 Il 16 23 — 67 
BC 19: 23. 22; 19 <= ~83 
NCCC 


ROCKVILLE 54, WINDSOR LOCKS 45 
WINDSOR LOCKS (7-9): Jaydon Buckle 
5-3-13, Jaheime Thomas 2-0-5, Chris Vega 
1-1-3, Kyle Hinckley 3-0-6, Aidan Walker 
0-1-1, Austin Smith 4-0-12, Jamari Murrell 
2-1-5. Totals 15-5-45. 

ROCKVILLE (8-9): Juneil Powell 1-0-3, 
Weston LaBrecque 8-2-21, Jayden Tate 
2-9-14, Cam Washington 0-1-1, Dylan 
Resendes 4-3-13, John Ryan 1-0-2. Totals 
16-15-54. 


WL 10 13 7 15 — 45 
R 12 9 15 18 — 54 
STAFFORD 44, SMSA 39 


SMSA (12-2): King Shaw 3-3-9, Nizayiah 
Bogar 0-0-0, Abijah Miller 5-1-11, Kemani 
Thompson 8-0-17, Daniel Hernandez 
1-0-2. Totals 17-4-39. 

STAFFORD (11-4): Tom Balanceau 5-2-15, 
Logan Briggs 3-1-7, Isaac Minaya 3-5-11, 
Mark McLaughlin 1-0-2, Zack Donovan 
1-3-5, Collin Gudeman 2-0-4. Totals 


15-11-44. 

SM 256 Hilt = 3 
on 12 10 9 13 — 44 
CTC 


WINDHAM TECH 82, GRASSO TECH 70 
GRASSO TECH (5-12): Tito Arias 5-0-11, 
Randy Vidal 4-0-9, Cole Jorgensen 9-1-25, 
Domonick Martinez 1-0-2, Julius Goode 
6-1-15, Charis Johnson 3-0-6, Sebastian 
Chaljub 1-0-2. Totals 29-2-70. 

WINDHAM TECH (14-3): Dezmen Gaston 
3-0-8, Daniel Toce 5-0-13, Alex Johnson 
2-2-6, Trey Lindsey 4-0-9, Brody Belanger 
6-0-16, Danny Meikle 3-4-10, Joey John- 
son 9-2-20. Totals 32-8-82. 


GT 14 13 21 22 — 70 
WT 23.20 23 16 — 82 
CRAL 

WEAVER 68, UNIVERSITY 36 


WEAVER (12-3): Kamari Cross 1-2-4, 
Damar Artis 2-0-4, Mahari Taylor 6-1-14, 
Madden Cupe 7-0-17, Isaiah McPherson 
1-0-2, Nazir Nowlin 6-1-13, Chris Wilson 
5-0-10, John Paul Jones 2-0-4. Totals 
30-4-68. 

UNIVERSITY (10-5): Norman Harris 2-0-4, 
Yousif Abdelgadir 1-0-2, Chauncey Reid 
4-1-9, Nate Torres 2-1-5, Qaasim Ali 

0-1-1, Emmanuel Ikechukwu 2-0-4, Sean 
Kupstas 2-0-4, Shalik Ceasar 3-1-7. Totals 
16-4-36. 

Others 

EAST WINDSOR 57, MLC 45 

EAST WINDSOR (2-10): Ryan Lee 7-3-17, 
Josh Maddox 5-3-15, Eric Wyse 3-0-7, Nick 
Parakilas 1-1-3, Justin Rodriguez 1-0-2, 


Juelz Torres 6-0-13. Totals 23-7-57. 
MLC (2-12): Alec Lorenzo 4-0-9, Trey 
Moses 1-0-2, Jarell Deer 5-0-10, Zamar 
Gibson 2-1-5, Alex Grice 6-2-14, Jose 
Reyes 0-1-1, Ronald Baapogmah 2-0-4. 
Totals 20-4-45. 


EW 20 & 8d — 
M 15 14 11 5 — 45 
GIRLS BASKETBALL 
CCC-South 


MIDDLETOWN 59, MALONEY 36 
MALONEY (14-3): Amal Bahili 4-0-8, 
Gracey Massicotte 1-0-3, Nadia Berri- 
os-Lugo 1-0-2, Jaylice Rosario 10-3-23. 
Totals 16-3-36. 

MIDDLETOWN (17-2): Shalyn Smith 2-0-6, 
Jada Bryant 3-0-6, Alexa DeSena 1-0-2, 
Tyah Pettaway 8-0-16, Jahne Carrenard 
1-0-2, Tajahnae Brock 5-1-11, Shadae 
Bushay 9-2-21, Ava Studinski 1-0-3. Totals 
30-3-67. 

MA 6 6 16 8 — 36 
MI 25 14 17 11 —- 59 
BRISTOL EASTERN 63, PLAINVILLE 35 
BRISTOL EASTERN (7-9): Amanda Noel 
0-2-2, Leah Roy 2-1-5, Ciara Collins 9-2-25, 
Janessa Gonzalez 3-1-7, Taigan Parent 
7-0-16, Emma Stavens 3-0-8. Totals 
24-6-63. 

PLAINVILLE (1-17): Lilly Wazorko 3-4-11, 
Elyse Brown 4-1-9, Marissa Miller 1-1-3, 
Cookie Montanez 3-2-8, Sami Thompson 
2-0-4. Totals 13-8-35. 


BE 22 13: 17 tl = 63 
P 9 4 9 13 — 35 
LEWIS MILLS 37, PLATT 26 


PLATT (8-10): Vianna Alcantara 2-1-5, 
Khrystina Campbell 2-0-4, Antwanette 
Tann 5-2-12, Zaria Calloway 1-1-3, Kamani 
White 1-0-2. Totals 11-4-26. 

LEWIS MILLS (6-10): Lauren Searle 1-3-5, 
Jordan Anderson 3-4-11, Riley Mills 1-6-8, 
Cassie Martinotti 1-0-2, Lillian Martin- 
eau 2-0-5, Abby Jankoski 3-0-6. Totals 
11-13-37. 

P 9 4 5 8 — 26 
LM 9 10 7 11 - 37 
BERLIN 54, BRISTOL CENTRAL 26 
BRISTOL CENTRAL (7-9): Brooke Watson 
2-3-8, Ariana Rivera 2-0-4, Lillian Sirois 
2-5-10, Emily Fontane 1-0-2, Kallie 
Ladovico 1-0-2. Totals 8-8-26. 

BERLIN (11-6): Jenna Wenzel 2-2-7, 
Janessa Yaconiello 4-2-10, Rylee Cop 
1-3-6, Clare McGeever 5-1-12, Emma 
Ellison 1-0-2, Alivia Halkias 0-2-2, Kailee 
DeMaio 3-1-7, Alina Asatourian 1-0-3. 
Totals 18-11-54. 

CCC-West 

SIMSBURY 41, CONARD 33 

SIMSBURY (17-2): Lauren Sabia 7-5-20, 
Olivia Jarvis 6-0-12, Faye Kaplinski 3-0-7, 
Amanda Gallagher 1-0-2. Totals 17-5-41. 
CONARD (10-8): Callie Cosgrove 5-2-14, 
Emily Knowles 3-0-6, Tatiana Harrison 
2-0-4, Sophia Lynch 1-1-3, Courtney 
McPhee 2-0-6. Totals 13-3-33. 


5 8 13 14 6 —- 41 
C 6 56 2D 0 — 33 
SOUTHINGTON 34, AVON 22 


SOUTHINGTON (15-3): Allison Mikosz 
1-0-2, Ciara Sockwell 1-2-4, Bethany 
Borges 6-0-12, Hannah Blancharo 1-0-3, 
Lily Cooper 4-0-10, Hailey Zembrzuski 
1-1-3. Totals 14-3-34. 

AVON (5-13): Sophie Mango 1-2-4, Lind- 
sey Arigoni 1-0-2, Erin Geary 1-0-2, Adi 
Standish 2-1-5, Sophia DiBella 2-0-5, 
Ashley Blackmore 1-0-2. Totals 8-3-22. 


5 9 12 7 6 — 34 
A 6 2. > 8. = 2 
FARMINGTON 56, NORTHWEST CATHOLIC 
51 (OT) 


NORTHWEST CATHOLIC (6-11): Lily Pare 
2-0-5, Abby Hubert 3-0-6, Maeve Rushin 
5-0-12, Morgan Murphy 7-0-18, Brianna 
Lebrun 4-2-10. Totals 22-2-51. 
FARMINGTON (12-7): Daria Fournier 
3-9-16, Emily Sanchez 2-8-13, Abby Berto- 
lette 2-0-4, Brooke Jones 2-0-4, Abby Finn 
1-0-2, Sarah Bertolette 3-2-9, Anna Lough- 
man 0-1-1, Stella Daniel 1-0-2, Avery 
Anderson 1-1-3. Totals 16-21-54. 


NWC 9 12 11 145 - 
51 

F 10 13 8 15 10 
56 

CCC-Inter 


SOUTH WINDSOR 50, ROCKY HILL 41 
SOUTH WINDSOR (7-9): Anna Matus 
5-7-19, Lexie Wheeler 3-3-11, Maddy 


Riopel 1-0-2, Anna Kim 1-0-3, Olivia 
Petgrave 1-1-3, Reagan Heafey-DeAngelis 
3-1-10. Totals 15-12-50. 

ROCKY HILL (9-8): Abigail Boutin 3-0-7, 
Alyssa Gau 5-0-10, Kate Oostendorp 
2-7-11, Maleena Muzio 1-0-2, Faith 
Beliveau 1-0-2, Christina DeNovellis 4-1-9. 
Totals 16-8-41. 


SW 8 20 11 11 - 50 
RH 145 139 —- 41 
Shoreline 


VALLEY REGIONAL 49, CROMWELL 46 
CROMWELL (12-3): Kayla Nappi 1-2-4, 
Cameryn Hickey 1-1-3, Brynn Kovacs 
2-0-4, Jessica Grodzicki 7-0-17, Nevaeh 
Clark 5-1-12, Adela Cecunjanin 1-3-6. 
Totals 17-7-46. 

VALLEY REGIONAL (15-2): Siena Schaller 
2-0-4, Bitzy Klomp 2-0-4, Lily Grow 5-0-12, 
Abby Bradbury 6-2-16, Olivia Cunning- 
ham 2-1-6, Liz Allen 3-1-7. Totals 20-4-49. 
C 6 13 15 12 -— 46 
VR 12 17 14 6 — 49 
WESTBROOK 58, HALE-RAY 32 
WESTBROOK (8-9): Jami Sacco 8-0-21, 
Sadie Susi 4-0-10, Alex Zanzalari 2-0-5, 
Adriana Stranieri 7-0-14, Leticia Pires 
2-0-4, Gianni Salisbury 1-0-2, Emily 
Downie 1-0-2. Totals 25-0-58. 

HALE-RAY (0-16): Brooke Praskievicz 
10-4-24, Kenzie Purdell 1-0-2, Julie Ander- 
son 1-0-3, Gabby Aguilera 1-0-2, Jenna- 
faye Haentjens 0-1-1. Totals 13-5-32. 


W 21 10 18 9 — 58 
HR 5 8 6 iT = 32 
CTC 


GOODWIN TECH 51, VINAL TECH 25 
GOODWIN TECH (12-5): Avalise Hernan- 
dez 3-2-10, Ericka Aponte 7-2-16, Megan 
Lukaszewski 7-1-15, Mariela Cartegena 
1-0-2, Dezaraya Trusty 3-0-6, Jaelyne 
Deleon 1-0-2. Totals 22-5-51. 

VINAL TECH (5-9): Damariya Fountain 
2-2-6, Maddie Sage 2-3-8, Daneja Haynes 
1-0-2, Brianna Nowakowski 1-0-2, Gabby 
Williams 1-0-2, Kahdijah Johnson 2-1-5. 
Totals 9-6-25. 


GT 14 13 17 7 —- 51 
VT 20 ff 6&6 = 2 
CRAL 


Classical 43, Innovation 26 

INNOVATION (2-15): Alice Bidoae 0-0-0, 
Kaylah Forde 1-1-3, Niyah Johnson 0-1-1, 
Tamara Lopez 1-0-2, Te’ijah Roberts 
8-3-20. Totals 10-5-26. 

CLASSICAL (8-8): Jasmine Charlery 3-2-8, 
Kyeera Hall 1-0-2, LeAzjiah Trapp 2-0-4, 
Summer Tullier 1-0-2, Sequoia Turcotte- 
Briggs 8-0-19, Jaylene Perez 1-0-3, Reilly 
Fournier 2-1-5. Totals 18-3-43. 

| 5 5 4 12 -— 26 
C 18 13 9 3 —-— 43 
ECC 

Bacon Academy 63, Windham 36 
WINDHAM (13-6): Hailey Flores 3-2-9, 
Aniya Jenkins 1-0-2, Adalyse Gonzalez 
3-0-9, Alyssa Lebiszczak 0-2-2, Sienna 
Ortiz 5-0-13, Alieah Boyd 0-1-1. Totals 
12-5-36. 

BACON ACADEMY (15-2): Ashley Lizotte 
4-2-11, Grace Saldana 1-0-2, Valerie Luizzi 
5-3-18, Katelyn Novak 1-2-4, Marissa 
Nudd 7-7-21, Cara Shea 2-0-5, Elizabeth 
Glover 1-0-2. Totals 21-14-63. 


W 11 8 5&5 12 = 36 
BA 17 14 17 15 — 63 
NVL 


St. Paul 60, Derby 27 

DERBY (0-17): Genna Chevarella 4-0-11, 
Chelsea Ayala 0-0-0, Aniyah Rogers 1-0-2, 
Kelseana McBroom 3-0-6, Serenity Stew- 
art 4-0-8. Totals 12-0-27. 

ST. PAUL (12-4): Haileigh Orzel 2-2-6, Sam 
Naples 2-0-4, Izzy Leggett 1-1-3, Olivia 
Dahn 1-0-3, Abbey Stanford 2-0-4, Nadia 
Reimer 1-0-2, Zoey Rubins 2-0-4, Emily 
Ronalter 2-2-6, Sarah Lindquist 3-0-7, 
Kelsea Tefoe 3-0-6, Alexis Tierpack 2-0-5, 
Rebecca Kelly 1-1-3, Ava Stevenson 2-0-4, 
Natalia Reimer 1-0-3. Totals 25-6-60. 


D 2 10114 —- 27 
SP 19 19 13 9 — 60 
Others 


Windsor Locks 46, Putnam 18 

PUTNAM (1-14): Amayah Chavez 2-0-4, 
Melodie Anderson 2-2-6, Emily St. Martin 
2-0-4, Maddie Lamothe 2-0-4, Ava Morri- 
son 0-0-0. Totals 8-2-18. 

WINDSOR LOCKS (12-5): Julia Dufresne 
1-0-3, Alana Picard 4-0-10, Carly MacDou- 
gald 1-4-6, Bella Canon 1-0-2, Tristin 
Oberg 7-0-14, Jasmine Hurdle 1-0-2, Caro- 


lina McGinnis 3-0-7, Jordan Lucas 1-0-2. 
Totals 19-4-46. 

P 4 2 4 8 — 18 
WL 19 0 189 — 46 
Bolton 56, Aerospace 14 

BOLTON (12-4): Emma Diehl 10-0-21, 
Isabel Kenney 1-2-4, Emily DeNunzio 
5-0-10, Allie Buonomano 1-0-2, Julia 
Zimmerman 3-1-7, Makenna Graves 
6-0-12. Totals 26-3-56. 

AEROSPACE (11-8): Ariana Murray 0-0-0, 
Faith Mitchell 3-0-6, Ashanti McLean 
4-0-8, Justice Kitchens 0-0-0, Tara Martin- 
dale 0-0-0. Totals 7-0-14. 

B 21 13 12 10 — 56 
A 6 6 2 0 —- 14 
Manchester 79, Capital Prep 29 

CAPITAL PREP (7-6): Sienna Cook 3-0-9, 
Saneia Wallford 5-2-12, Nyah Howard 
2-0-4, Trinity Coats 2-0-4. Totals 12-2-29. 
MANCHESTER (7-10): Madison Boilard 
3-2-9, Sanai Worrell 2-0-6, Sarah Hesford 
1-1-4, Tiara Tyson 10-2-25, Mia Gilbert 
3-0-7, Elise Ryan 5-0-13, Olivia Westfort 
4-2-10, Alayshia Bell 2-1-5. Totals 30-8-79. 
CP 9 8 8 4 — 29 
M 26 16 19 18 — 79 
East Windsor 47, Civic Leadership 25 
CIVIC LEADERSHIP (10-8): Ariell Cuyler 
1-0-2, Gabby Tinsley 3-0-7, Faith Ramos 
0-0-0, Gio Shaw 3-0-6, Shaniqua Thomas 
4-1-10. Totals 11-1-25. 

EAST WINDSOR (7-10): Sammi Ruggiero 
2-0-6, Zoe Pepin 0-2-2, Ally Ragaglia 1-2-4, 
Bailey Winner 0-3-3, Sam Corrado 2-2-7, 
Alex Witzke 2-0-4, Katie Blume 10-0-21. 
Totals 17-9-47. 

CL 0 8 4 13 — 25 
EW 21 10 9 YT —-— 47 
Fitch 49, Old Saybrook 26 

FITCH (11-6): Rita Sefransky 5-0-12, Kate- 
lyn Cervini 1-0-2, Dre’Ana Singleton 3-1-7, 
Grace Jenkins 0-1-1, Laura Johnson-Hoff- 
man 2-0-4, Mariette El Khoury 5-0-13, 
Nora Casey 1-0-2, Bridget O’Leary 1-1-3, 
Meleeya Robbins 1-3-5. Totals 19-6-49. 
OLD SAYBROOK (3-14): Breleigh Cooke 
2-0-6, Alex Ling 1-0-3, Nora Kulmann 
1-0-2, Beldina Feratovic 1-0-2, Sophia 
Barker 2-0-4, Kylie Lake 2-0-4, Cassie 
Johnson 1-1-3, Ella Hagelston 1-0-2. 
Totals 11-1-26. 


F 6 20 149 — 49 
OS 7 2 #107 #— 26 
BOYS SWIMMING 

Others 


H-K/Morgan/Valley 81, Shelton 79 
Friday’s high school results 


BOYS BASKETBALL 


CCC-North 

New Britain 78, Hartford Public 43 
Bloomfield 58, Wethersfield 54 
CCC-East 

Manchester 62, Enfield 54 

RHAM 69, East Hartford 63 

Shoreline 

Hale-Ray 58, Old Lyme 55 

Portland 49, Coginchaug 36 

CRAL 

Civic Leadership 53, Parish Hill 28 
PARISH HILL (0-18): Parker Richart 2-1-5, 
Brandon Degrasse 4-1-9, Gabe Victoria 
2-0-5, Mikey Monroe 1-0-3, Tony Tauili 
2-0-4, Nate Sweat 1-0-2. Totals 12-2-28. 
CIVIC LEADERSHIP (3-13): Kyon McCray 
2-0-4, Noah Hicks 7-0-19, Jayden Gist 
5-0-12, Donovan Brown 2-0-5, Chris 
Norton 4-0-9, Khemoni Mitchell 2-0-4. 
Totals 22-0-53. 


PH 5 7 9 T — 28 
Cl. 17 14 14 8 — 53 
Capital Prep 55, Classical 51 

Others 


Weaver 66, Middletown 59 

MIDDLETOWN (10-6): Chace Petgrave 
2-1-5, Matt Steuerwald 3-2-9, Tim Vaugh- 
ters 2-2-6, Marshall Butler 7-0-16, Adison 
Brown 0-3-3, Justice Freeman 0-1-1, 
Branden Torres 1-1-3, Dariyon Drake 
2-1-5, Nazir McDaniel-Cade 5-3-13. Totals 
22-11-59. 

WEAVER (13-3): Stephen Wilson 1-0-3, 
Christian Walters 2-1-5, Damar Artis 4-12- 
20, Mahari Taylor 1-3-5, Madden Cupe 
2-6-12, Nazir Nowlin 3-0-6, Chris Wilson 
2-7-12, John Paul Jones 1-1-3. Totals 
17-32-66. 

M 7 #17 #13 22 - 59 
W 15 12 17 22 — 66 


Note: C. Wilson had 20rebounds, 4blocks 
and Artis had 5steals. 


GIRLS BASKETBALL 


CCC-East 

E.0. Smith 59, East Catholic 36 

NCCC 

Bolton 39, Coventry 34 

COVENTRY (12-5): Amy Prior 0-0-0, 
Natalie Neal 0-1-1, Charlotte Jordan 
6-10-24, Anaka Eaton 2-2-6, Emma Topliff 
1-0-3. Totals 9-13-34. 

BOLTON (12-4): Emma Diehl 10-0-21, 
Isabel Kenney 1-2-4, Julia Zimmerman 
3-1-7, Emily DeNunzio 5-0-10, Allie Buono- 
mano 1-0-2, Makenna Graves 6-0-12. 
Totals 26-3-56. 

c 6 6 10 12 — 34 
B 11 7 #13 8 — 39 
Of note: Diehl had 9rebounds, Zimmer- 
man had 8rebounds and Kenney had 7 
rebounds. 

Granby 38, Stafford 23 

GRANBY (15-4): Femke Jansen 2-2-7, 
Savannah Rijske 5-1-12, Katie Murach 
2-0-4, Kayla Davis 3-0-6, Alyssa Bordon- 
aro 4-1-9. Totals 14-4-38. 

STAFFORD (9-8): Jordan Huntley 0-0-0, 
Camden Smith 2-1-6, Andrea Moulton 
4-0-10, Jaelyn Moulton 1-0-3, Drea Oswell 
1-2-4. Totals 8-3-23. 

G 10 8 119 — 38 
S 5 4 8 6 — 23 
Of note: Smith had 14rebounds. 

East Windsor 29, Windsor Locks 27 
Somers 56, HMTCA 15 

CRAL 

Weaver 38, MLC 16 

WEAVER (12-6): Sherdae Wilson 1-0-2, 
Jasmine Cardona 1-1-4, Zariah Thomas 
1-0-3, Analis Velez 1-0-2, Takyra Allerdyce 
1-0-2, Nicole Linares 2-0-4, Daisy Garriga 
1-0-2, Kellisa Facey 1-1-3, Enaijha Gilbert 
2-1-5, Angeline Soloman 1-0-2, Nyla 
Young 2-0-6. Totals 14-3-35. 

MLC (1-16): Aaliyah Graves 3-3-9, Natalia 
Dupiton 0-2-2, Deajah Minnifield 1-0-2. 
Totals 4-5-13. 

W 12 11 8 4 — 35 
MLC 4 0 4 5 —- 13 
Civic Leadership 59, Capital Prep 56 
CAPITAL PREP (7-6): Sienna Cook 3-0-6, 
Saneia Wallford 13-2-28, Ashlyn Gordon 
0-0-0, Nyah Howard 9-0-22, Trinity Coats 
0-0-0. Totals 25-2-56. 

CIVIC LEADERSHIP (11-8): Gabby Tinsley 
6-2-17, Gio Shaw 4-1-9, Shaniqua Thomas 
8-7-24, Ariell Cuyler 2-1-7, Mallory Thorpe 
1-0-2. Totals 21-11-59. 

SCC 

Sheehan 44, Amity 42 

Hand 63, Law 22 

Others 

Rocky Hill 66, University 21 

UNIVERSITY (1-8): Ja’Nyra Foreman 1-0-2, 
Tierah Childs 3-0-8, Nylah Rogers 4-2-11. 
Totals 8-2-21. 

ROCKY HILL (10-8): Abigail Boutin 2-0-4, 
Fiona Ndoni 4-0-8, Nicole Polites 4-0-8, 
Alyssa Gau 5-0-10, Kate Oostendorp 
3-0-6, Maleena Muzio 4-0-8, Angelina 
Daley 1-0-2, Christina DeNovellis 8-2-18, 
Lily Margiotta 1-0-2. Totals 32-2-66. 


U 6 4 3 8 — 21 
RH 23 19 14 10 — 66 
'e]/=] B-¥ [ele «a4 

Others 


Conard/Hall 3, Masuk co-op 1 


BOYS TRACK AND FIELD 


Class LL Championships (Floyd Little AC, 
New Haven) 

Top 5teams: 1. Hall, 78; 2. Greenwich, 49; 
3. Manchester, 46; 4. Wilbur Cross, 42; 5. 
Fairfield Ludlowe, 30. 

55meters: 1. Tristan Burke, East Hartford, 
6.51; 2. Dangelo Aristilde, NFA, 6.54; 3. 
Tymaine Smith, Fairfield Prep, 6.60. 

300: 1. Gianluca Bianchi, Greenwich, 
36.22; 2. Jonathan York, Hall, 36.59; 3. 
Michael Sardo, Glastonbury, 37.15. 

600: 1. Tobias Ruffo, Hall, 1:25.92; 2. Sean 
McDaniel, Hall, 1:26.03; 3. Bruno Guiduli, 
Staples, 1:26.18. 

1,000: 1. Tyler Bartlett, Fairfield Ludlowe, 
2:35.67; 2. Zachary Jelinek, Greenwich, 
2:36.57; 3. Ryan Donovan, Ridgefield, 
2:37.66. 

1,600: 1. Nikita Omelchenko, Wilbur 
Cross, 4:22.03; 2. Nathaniel Aronson, Hall, 


4:31.43; 3. Parker Broderick, Fairfield 
Warde, 4:32.22. 

3,200: 1. Aidan Puffer, Manchester, 
9:18.42; 2. Zachary Taubman, Staples, 
9:40.98; 3. Nathan Cramer, Fairfield 
Ludlowe, 9:41.04 

55hurdles: 1. Blake Battaglia, Wilbur 
Cross, 8.01; 2. John Regalbuti, Southing- 
ton, 8.02; 3. Zachary Carifa, Greenwich, 
8.15. 

4x200relay: 1. Hall (Jonathan York, 
Samuel Sandler, Thomas Nash, Charles 
Cameron), 1:33.32; 2. Greenwich, 1:34.67; 
3. Norwalk, 1:35.35. 

4x800: 1. Hall (Colin Goldschmidt, Jake 
Ludgin, Sean McDaniel, Tobias Ruffo), 
8:15.45; 2. Manchester, 8:15.84; 3. 
Danbury, 8:25.71. 

1,600sprint medley: 1. Greenwich 
(Thomas Foster, John Sias, Harrison 
Goldenberg, Zachary Jelinek), 3:41.88; 2. 
Wilbur Cross, 3:42.80; 3. Staples, 3:44.22. 
Long jump: 1. Jamil Manu, Manchester, 
21-1; 2. Christopher Hergott, Hamden, 
20-3%; 3. Jeremah Paul, NFA, 19-11. 
High jump: 1. Jamil Manu, Manchester, 
6-0; 2. Duke Quermorllue, Norwalk, J6-0; 
3. Zachary Carifa, Greenwich, 5-10. 

Pole vault: 1. Steven Ditelberg, Fairfield 
Ludlowe, 14-0; 2. Lucas Williams, Ridge- 
field, 12-6; 3. Liam Wright, Hall, 11-6. 
Shot put: 1. Marques Singleton, McMa- 
hon, 45-7.75; 2. Jay Candelario Vazquez, 
Wilbur Cross, 45-7; 3. Jordan Ribeiro, 
NFA, 45-2.5. 


GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD 


Class LL Championships (Floyd Little AC, 
New Haven) 

Top 5teams: 1. Glastonbury, 91.5; 2. 
Danbury, 59; 3. Fairfield Ludlowe, 54; 4. 
Newtown, 44; 5. Greenwich, 36. 
55meters: 1. Alanna Smith, Danbury, 7.14; 
2. Molly Harding, Glastonbury, 7.40; 3. 
Kaitlyn Fay, Greenwich, 7.43. 

300: 1. Alanna Smith, Danbury, 39.58; 

2. Molly Harding, Glastonbury, 41.42; 3. 
Francine Stevens, Staples, 41.44. 

600: 1. Esme Daplyn, Greenwich, 1:38.82; 
2. Riley Powers, Newtown, 1:40.96; 3. 
Hannah Snayd, Newtown, 1:41.05. 

1,000: 1. Brooke Strauss, Glastonbury, 
2:58.32; 2. Kali Holden, Trumbull, 2:59.03; 
3. Jacqueline Izzo, Southington, 3:00.40. 
1,600: 1. Anna Keeley, Fairfield Ludlowe, 
5:05.21; 2. Brooke Strauss, Glastonbury, 
5:05.99; 3. Kali Holden Trumbull, 5:10.78. 
3,200: 1. Anna Keeley, Fairfield Ludlowe, 
10:56.24; 2. Brooke Strauss, Glastonbury, 
11:16.07; 3. Katherine Sanderson, Hall, 
11:16.92. 

55hurdles: 1. Zoe Spann-McDonald, 
Glastonbury, 8.97; 2. Audrey Kpodar, 
Danbury, 9.47; 3. Jamie Adams, Newtown, 
9.59. 

4x200relay: 1. Danbury (Florence Dick- 
son, Alanna Smith, Giuliana Robles, 
Briana Gilliard), 1:46.50; 2. Glastonbury, 
1:48.83; 3. Greenwich, 1:49.59. 

4x800: 1. Glastonbury (Annika Paluska, 
Kylie Hilliard, Jacqueline Dudus, Ava 
Gattinella), 9:41.73; 2. Newtown, 9:45.27; 
3. Hall, 9:59.10. 

1,600sprint medley: 1. Greenwich (Kayla 
Egan, Olivia Eslava, Haley Townsend, 
Esme Daplyn), 4:20.84; 2. Fairfield 
Ludlowe, 4:27.27; 3. Glastonbury, 4:27.52. 
Long jump: 1. Tia Stapleton, Fairfield 
Ludlowe, 16-11.25; 2. Giuliana Robles, 
Danbury, 16-9.25; 3. Audrey Kirkutis, 
Conard, 16-7.5. 

High jump: 1. Audrey Kirkutis, Conard, 
5-6; 2. Tia Stapleton, Fairfield Ludlowe, 
5-2; 3. Abigail Ball, Amity, 5-2. 

Pole vault: 1. Grace Gianquinto, Amity, 
9-0; 2. Alexis Boyer, NFA, 9-0; 3. Nora 
Hanlon, Hall, 9-0. 

Shot put: 1. Shayna Millard, Newtown, 
30-11; 2. Carli Ciavarelli, Ridgefield, 
30-7.5; 3. Brooke Martindale, Hall, 30-3. 


BOYS SWIMMING 


ccc 

Southington 97, Platt/Maloney 87 
Southington 95, Farmington 86 

Note: Landon Colby (200free/100fly), 
Matt Niro (50/100free) and Peter Zalewski 
(500free/100back) were double winners 
for Southington. 
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Cooking more at home? Want the latest on the hottest restaurants? Want to share that new recipe? 


Join the Courant’s cooking club online at www.facebook.com/groups/CourantCookingClub to share recipes, tips 
and take part in exclusive cooking demonstrations and live O&As. 


You can also get the latest on the restaurant scene and dining trends in Connecticut mailed directly to your inbox by 
subscribing to the Courant’s Food & Drink newsletter. Please go to courant.com/newsletters for more information. 


The secret to easy 
homemade pizza 


By Dawn Perry 
The New York Times 


aking pizza at home 
sounds fun, but 
homemade pizza 
dough can be finicky, 
even if you’ve had a lot of practice. 
Still, that doesn’t mean delivery is 
the only way to satisfy a craving. 

Solution: French bread. 
Squishy supermarket French 
bread is a ready-made vehicle 
for your favorite pizza toppings. 
Sure, you could just buy a box of 
Stouffer’s, but with a little plan- 
ning, homemade French bread 
pizza makes a great meal after a 
day’s work. 

Store-bought French bread 
can vary pretty widely in size. 
The measurements offered in 
these recipes should cover larger 
16-ounce loaves, but trust your 
gut when topping: Smaller loaves 
may require a thinner layer of 
sauce or slightly less cheese. 

Feel free to mix and match 
sauces and to play around with 
different cheese combinations. 
Then, top as you like. Thinly 
sliced red onion adds bite, while 
hot chile or a pinch of red pepper 
flakes cut the richness of the 
cheese in almost every case. Dried 
oregano and grated Parmesan 
lend pizzeria vibes, and fresh 
basil brightens things up. 

The most important step — 
and this is crucial — is letting the 
pizza cool before cutting and 
eating. 

There are few things hotter 
than the marriage of molten 
sauce and cheese atop a steaming 
slice. 

Searing the roof of your mouth 
is almost guaranteed if you aren’t 
patient, so wait at least five 
minutes before digging in. 

Whatever direction you choose 
to go with your French bread 
pizza, what you'll get is a little 
bit sophisticated (it’s French, 
after all!), crowd-pleasing meal 
or snack perfect for game days, 
Fridays or any day when you 
might need a reminder that home 
cooking can be as fun and deli- 
cious as it is easy. 


_ 





You don’t have to struggle with from-scratch pizza dough when store-bought French bread can step in. 
RYAN LIEBE/THE NEW YORK TIMES PHOTOS 


Pepperoni lover’s 
French bread pizza 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 20 minutes, plus 5 
minutes’ cooling 

For the sauce: 

1 (14-ounce) can petite diced 
tomatoes, drained 

1 garlic clove, grated 

¥2 teaspoon kosher salt (Diamond 
Crystal) 

¥ teaspoon dried oregano 

1 tablespoon olive oil 

A few grinds of black pepper 

For the pizza: 

Y% cup olive oil 

2 garlic cloves, grated 

1 loaf soft French bread, split 
lengthwise, insides mostly dug out 
4 ounces mozzarella, low-moisture 
and part-skim, or fresh (drained and 
patted dry, if necessary), grated or 
torn (about 1 cup) 

2 tablespoons grated Parmesan, plus 
more for serving 

2 ounces sliced pepperoni, quartered 
(about % cup) 

Red pepper flakes or dried oregano, 
or both, for serving 

1. Make the sauce: Heat the oven 
to 450 degrees with a rack inthe 


middle position. Combine tomatoes, 
garlic, salt, oregano, olive oil and 
black pepper in a medium bowl and 
stir to combine. Set aside until ready 
to use. 

2. Prepare the pizza: Combine the 
Ys, cup olive oil and garlic in a small 
pot over medium heat. Cook, swirling 
occasionally, until the garlic starts to 
sizzle but doesn’t brown, about 2 to 
4 minutes. Remove from heat. 

3. Place the French bread cut-side 
up on a baking sheet. Brush cut sides 
with garlic oil. Bake until edges are 
golden, 5 to 7 minutes. 





4. Toss together the mozzarella, 
Parmesan and pepperoniina 
medium bowl. Divide tomato sauce 
between the two bread halves all 
the way to the edges and top with 
pepperoni and cheese. 

5. Return to the oven and bake until 
melted, about 5 minutes. Increase 
heat to broil and broil (watch 
carefully!) until the cheese 

is bubbly and browned in spots, 1 to 
2 minutes more. Let cool 5 minutes 
before slicing and serving. Serve 
topped with more Parmesan, red 
pepper flakes and oregano, if you like. 
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Four-cheese 
French bread pizza 


Makes: 4 servings 

Total time: 30 minutes, plus 5 
minutes’ cooling 

For the sauce: 

1 tablespoon unsalted butter 

1 tablespoon all-purpose flour 

1 cup whole milk 

¥, Cup grated Parmesan 

¥, cup grated Pecorino Romano 
¥2 teaspoon kosher salt 
(Diamond Crystal) 

A few grinds of black pepper 
For the pizza: 

Ys cup olive oil 

2 garlic cloves, grated 

1 loaf soft French bread, split 
lengthwise, insides mostly dug 
out 

4 ounces mozzarella, low- 
moisture and part-skim, or 
fresh (drained and patted dry, if 
necessary), grated or torn 

4 ounces sliced provolone (from 
the deli), cut into Y-inch pieces 
(about 1 cup) 

2 tablespoons grated Parmesan 
Red pepper flakes or dried 
oregano, or both, for serving 

1. Make the sauce: Heat oven to 
450 degrees. Melt the butter ina 
medium pot over medium heat. 
Once melted, whisk in the flour 
and cook, stirring constantly, 
until starting to turn golden, 
about 1 minute. Whisk in the milk, 
a few splashes at atime to start, 
until evenly incorporated. Bring 
to a full boil, reduce to a simmer 
and cook, whisking occasionally, 
until slightly thickened and the 
mixture coats the back of a 
spoon, about 5 minutes. (It will 
continue to thicken as it cools.) 
Remove from heat, and whisk 

in Parmesan, pecorino, salt and 
pepper. Let cool. 

2. Prepare the pizza: Combine 
olive oil and garlic in a small 

pot over medium heat. Cook, 
swirling occasionally, until the 
garlic starts to sizzle but doesn’t 
brown, about 2 to 4 minutes. 
Remove from heat. 

3. Place the French bread 
cut-side up on a baking sheet. 
Brush cut sides with garlic oil. 
Bake until edges are golden, 5 to 
7 minutes. 

4. Toss together cheesesina 
medium bowl. Spread sauce 
over the two bread halves all the 
way to the edges and top with 
cheese. 

5. Return to the oven and 

bake until melted, about 5 
minutes. Increase heat to broil. 
Broil until the cheese is bubbly 
and browned in spots (watch 
carefully! ), 1 to 2 minutes more. 
Let cool 5 minutes before slicing 
and serving. Serve topped with 
red pepper flakes and oregano, if 
you like. 
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Treat party guests to tasty spinach, artichoke and red pepper dip served in a bread bowl. KATHLEEN GALLIGAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS PHOTOS 


SUPER SNACKS 


Score party hosting points with these game day winners 


By Susan Selasky 


Detroit Free Press 


uddle up, Super 

Bow] fans: It’s time 

to firm up your 
food plan for the biggest 
snacking event of the year. 

If you’re hosting a Super 
Bowl party, think finger 
foods, sandwiches and 
dips. Recipes that are easy 
to prepare are what hosts 
should aim for. We have five 
tasty options that are sure 
to win roars of approval 
from your crowd. 

Keep in mind that these 
selections don’t rank high 
on the good-for-you scale. 
They call for cheese and 
high-fat and salty ingredi- 
ents like bacon and tortilla 
chips. 

You can sideline some 
of the calories by using 
reduced-fat varieties of 
cream cheese, sour cream 
and shredded cheese. 
Going easy on the salt 
shaker is also a good idea. 

Keto diet followers will 
love our guacamole and 
bacon chips and mini Mac 
dippers. Instead of enjoying 
their guacamole with torti- 
lla chips, they can scoop it 
up with chips made of crisp 
bacon. 

The mini Mac dippers 
are inspired by the McDon- 
ald’s Big Mac, but there’s no 
sesame-seed bun. They’re 
super easy to make, and you 
can dress them up any way 
you like. 

Brace yourself for the 
spinach, artichoke and red 
pepper dip, which is served 
in a bread bowl. It’s as 
beautiful as it is tasty. You 
can make the dip portion 
up to two days in advance 
and assemble on game day. 

Sliders have become 
as popular at Super Bowl 
parties as salsa and chips. 
Make-ahead French dip 
sliders are easy to put 
together. You can make 
several trays in advance 
and pop them in the oven 
just before serving. 

Bacon ranch jalapeno 
poppers are mildly spicy 
once you remove the inner 
ribs and seeds from the 
jalapenos. For a bit of a heat 
kick, leave some of the ribs 
intact. 


Mini Mac dippers 


Makes: 16 servings 

Prep time: 20 minutes 

Total time: 45 minutes 

For the burgers: 

1% pounds ground beef chuck 

¥%, cup onion, finely diced 

1 teaspoon salt 

¥2 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce 

4 slices colby jack or favorite cheese 

16 pickle slices 

Gem lettuce 

For the dipping sauce: 

Y2 Cup mayonnaise 

4 tablespoons dill pickle relish 

1 tablespoon yellow mustard 

1 tablespoon low-sugar ketchup, optional 

1 teaspoon white wine vinegar 

1 teaspoon paprika 

1 teaspoon onion powder 

1 teaspoon garlic powder 

1. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees. Lightly 
coat a sided baking sheet with nonstick 
cooking spray or line with foil for less mess. 
2.Inalarge bowl, combine ground beef, 
onions, salt, pepper and Worcestershire 
sauce. Mix until thoroughly combined. Roll 
the beef into about 1% ounce balls, just 
slightly larger than a golf ball. Press each one 
down slightly to make a mini burger patty, 
pressing in the center slightly to make an 
indentation. Place on the baking sheet and 
bake for 15 minutes, flipping each patty over 
halfway through cooking. 

3. Meanwhile, mix together all the dipping 
sauce ingredients. Taste and adjust 
seasonings as needed. 

4.When the burgers are done, remove 
from oven and turn off oven; pat away any 
excess grease. Cut each cheese slice into 
four squares and place a square on each mini 
patty. Place back in the cooling oven and let 
the cheese melt. Remove patties from oven. 
5. Place a few squares of lettuce anda 
pickle slice on top of each and run a skewer 
through it. 

— Adapted from 

www.pinterest. 

com 





Bacon ranch 
jalapeno poppers 


Makes: 16-20 servings 

Prep time: 30 minutes 

Total time: 1 hour 

8-10 medium jalapeno peppers, 
halved 

8 ounces softened cream cheese 
3 tablespoons ranch dressing 

¥, teaspoon onion powder 

¥, teaspoon garlic salt 

5 slices bacon cooked and 
crumbled 

1% cups shredded colby jack or 
Mexican blend cheese, divided 
2 green onions, thinly sliced 

¥% cup ranch-flavored tortilla 
chip crumbs 

1. Preheat the oven to 350 
degrees. Line a sided baking 
sheet with parchment paper. 

2. Slice jalapenos in half, leaving 
the stem intact. Scoop out the 
ribs and seeds. (If you like a bit 
more heat, leave some of the 





ribs.) Cut a thin, flat slice from 
the bottom of the peppers so 
they remain upright while baking. 
3.Inamedium bowl, beat 
together the cream cheese, 
ranch dressing, onion powder 
and garlic salt until creamy. Add 
the crumbled bacon, 2 of the 
shredded cheese and green 
onions. Mix until combined. 

4. Divide the mixture among 
the halved peppers. (If you 
have leftover filling, place it in 

a baking dish and bake along 
with the peppers.) Sprinkle the 
top of each pepper with the 
remaining shredded cheese 
and crushed tortilla chips. 

Bake 25-30 minutes until the 
peppers are tender and tops 
are golden. Remove from oven 
and cool slightly before serving. 
You can serve these with 
additional ranch dressing, salsa 
or Suacamole. They’re tasty hot 
or cold. 


Spinach, artichoke 
and red pepper 
bread bowl dip 


Makes: 12 servings 

Prep time: 20 minutes 
Total time: 1 hour 

1 large round loaf country 
bread 

4 ounces cream cheese, at 
room temperature 

Y2 Cup mayonnaise 

Y2 Cup sour cream 

2 small jalapenos, 1 seeded 
and chopped, 1 finely 
chopped 

1 clove garlic, crushed and 
peeled 

1 box (10 ounces) frozen 
chopped spinach, thawed, 
drained and squeezed very 
dry ina kitchen towel 

12 ounce jar of marinated 
artichoke quarters, rinsed 
and drained 

¥, cup chopped fresh Italian 
parsley 

¥2 cup roasted red peppers, 
drained and finely chopped 
1% cups shredded pepper 
jack or Monterey Jack cheese 
or mix of both 

Kosher salt and freshly 
ground black pepper 

Olive oil, for brushing 
Baguette slices, crackers and 
vegetables such as carrots 
and celery, for serving 

1. Preheat the oven to 400 
degrees. Cut a thin slice 
from the top of the bread to 
expose the inside. Cut out 
the center of the bread to 
make a bread shell about 
1-inch thick. 

2.Cut the bread top and 
center into cubes and set 
aside. 

3. Combine the cream 
cheese, mayonnaise, sour 
cream, chopped jalapeno 
and garlic in a food processor 
and process until smooth. 
Add the spinach and 
artichokes and pulse until 
chunky. Add the parsley, all 
but 1 tablespoon of the red 
peppers, 1% cups cheese, 
¥ teaspoon salt and some 
pepper and pulse just until 
combined. 

4. Spoon mixture into bread 
bowl and top with remaining 
Ys, cup cheese, reserved red 
peppers and finely chopped 
jalapeno. Place the bread 
on a baking sheet. Brush 
the bread all over with olive 
oil and bake until hot and 
bubbly, 25 to 30 minutes. 
5. Serve with the bread 
cubes, crackers or 
vegetables. 

— Adapted from 
www.foodnetwork.com 


Guacamole with 
bacon chips 


Makes: 6 servings 

Prep time: 30 minutes 
Total time: 30 minutes 

For the bacon: 

12 ounces center cut bacon 
Coarsely ground black 
pepper to taste 

For the guacamole: 

4 ripe avocados, washed, 
halved, pitted 

¥2 cup chopped tomato 

¥3 cup chopped onion 
1small jalapeno pepper, 
seeded and finely diced 

¥3 cup chopped fresh cilantro 
Juice of half a lime 

Salt to taste 

1. Preheat the oven to 375 
degrees. Line a sided baking 
sheet with parchment 
paper or foil. Cut each strip 
of bacon into thirds. Place 
on the baking sheet and, if 
desired, sprinkle with black 
pepper. Bake about 20 
minutes or until the bacon 
is barely crisp. You want it to 
be somewhat pliable and not 
break into pieces in the dip. 
Remove from the oven and 
transfer to serving plate. 

2. Meanwhile, make the 
guacamole. Scoop out the 
avocado flesh into a bowl. 
Mash the flesh, leaving it 
somewhat chunky. Stir in 
the tomato, onion, jalapeno, 
cilantro and lime juice. 
Sprinkle in some salt and stir. 
Taste and add more salt or 
lime juice to taste. 

3. Serve guacamole with 
bacon chips. 

— Adapted from Kroger 





French dip sliders 


Makes: 15 servings 
Prep time: 25 minutes 
Total time: 45 minutes 


5 tablespoons unsalted butter, 


divided 

1 large onion, thinly sliced 
(about 2 ¥2 cups) 

2 sprigs plus % teaspoon fresh 
thyme 


Kosher salt and freshly ground 


black pepper to taste 
15 slider buns, halved 


1 pound thinly sliced deli roast beef 


15 slices provolone cheese 

¥%, teaspoons garlic powder 

1 tablespoon minced garlic 

¥, cup Chopped fresh flat leaf 
parsley 


1% cups low-sodium beef broth 

1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce 
1. Preheat the oven to 350 
degrees. 

2.Inalarge skillet over medium- 
high heat, melt 2 tablespoons of 
the butter. Add onion and thyme 
sprigs, and season with salt and 
pepper. Cook, stirring occasionally, 
until caramelized, about 15 
minutes. Discard thyme. 

3. Place bottom halves of slider 
buns in a large baking dish or sided 
baking sheet. Top each one with 1 
folded slice of roast beef. Add the 
cheese slices to cover the beef. 
Sprinkle with the caramelized 
onions. Top with the bun tops. 
4.Inasmall sauce pan, melt 2 
tablespoons butter and brush on 


top of buns. Sprinkle them with 
garlic powder, coarse salt and 
parsley. Bake until the cheese is 
melted and sliders are heated 
through, about 15 minutes. 

5. Meanwhile, make the jus. 

In the skillet used for cooking 

the onions, add the remaining 1 
tablespoon butter and melt over 
medium heat. Add garlic and cook 
until fragrant, about 1 minute. Do 
not allow garlic to brown. Stir in 
the beef broth, Worcestershire 
sauce and remaining % teaspoon 
thyme; season with salt and 
pepper. Simmer until slightly 
reduced, about 10 minutes. Serve 
sliders with jus for dipping. 

— Adapted from 
www.pinterest.com Lakh 
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Wine not defined 
by grapes or area, 
but production 


By Eric Asimov 
The New York Times 


To calla category of 
wine “orange” strikes some 
people as odd, as no wine is 
truly a shade of orange. 

I think orange wine is a 
fine term. No white wine is 
actually white nor red wine 
red, yet we accept these 
phrases. 

Alternative descrip- 
tors have been proposed 
for orange wines — white 
wines that are made using 
red wine techniques. Some 
would prefer to call them 
amber wines, while others 
like skin-contact wines, 
alluding to the production 
process rather than the 
color. Orange seems to have 
caught on a little better. So 
here, orange it will be. 

But what does it mean 
to label a wine orange? 

We have been drinking 
and thinking about orange 
wines over the past month. 
As several readers have 
pointed out, it’s an enor- 
mous and puzzling topic 
to try to cover in three 
bottles, as is our usual 
approach. 

“Greatest strength of 
orange wines: You have 
no idea what to expect,’ 
wrote one reader, VSB of 
San Francisco. “Greatest 
weakness of orange wines: 
You have no idea what to 
expect.” 

“When you buya 
Chablis, you have a pretty 
good idea of what you’ll 
get,’ VSB continued. “An 
orange wine? How would 
you know?” 

VSB was alluding to a 
quality referred to among 
wine professionals as typic- 
ity, taken from the French 
word typicite, referring 
to what one may typically 
expect from a particular 
wine like a Chablis. People 
may have different notions 
of Chablis’ typicity, and 
such arguments occur in 
wine seemingly every day. 
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But nobody would argue 
that orange wines have 
typicity. 

“Orange wines, just like 
any other ‘color’ of wines, 
really can’t be categorized 
or generalized,” Jason C. of 
New York rightly pointed 
out. 

So why take on sucha 
broad subject? 

Our aim is to achieve 
ease through exploration. 
The more sorts of wine we 
drink, the more comfort- 
able we are in settling on 
our own tastes and prefer- 
ences. 
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Orange wines: A genre with a large gray area 





PEPE SERRA/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


As a way of introducing 
the idea of orange wines, I 
chose three different exam- 
ples. Unlike the bottles I 
would ordinarily select, 
they were not bound by 
geography or grape. The 
wines all happened to be 
Italian, but they came from 
different regions and were 
made with different variet- 
ies. Rather, the three simply 
coexist in this broad, 
unwieldy category. 

The three bottles were: 
Montenidoli Vernaccia di 
San Gimignano Tradizio- 
nale 2019, COS Terre Sicil- 


iane Pithos Bianco 2020, 
and Monastero Suore 
Cistercensi Lazio Coeno- 
bium Ruscum 2019. 

What they have in 
common is a production 
technique. Each of these 
white wines, to varying 
degrees, was made like a 
red wine. Unlike the typi- 
cal modern white wine, in 
which the juice is whisked 
away from the skins 
shortly after the grapes are 
crushed or gently pressed, 
red wines are permitted to 
macerate with the skins, 
which contain pigment and 


tannins. 

That’s how orange wines 
are made. Juice from the 
white grapes macerates 
with the skins as with red 
wines, absorbing tannins 
and pigment depending on 
the length of the macer- 
ation. According to the 
producers’ websites, the 
Montenidoli spent up toa 
week in contact with the 
skins, not long at all in the 
context of orange wines, 
where some extreme 
examples spend months 
mingling with the skins. 

The Ruscum stayed on 
the skins for 15 days and 
the COS a month. I might 
have guessed the reverse, 
as the Ruscum was an 
amber color and the COS 
reddish but still some- 
what pale. They both had 
distinct tannic rasps, but 
it’s hard to fully account 
for the differences. Other 
elements play a role, like 
the vessels in which the 
wines were fermented 
and aged. The COS was 
produced in amphorae and 
the Ruscum in steel and 
fiberglass vats. 

I enjoyed all three 
of these wines. The 
Montenidoli, made entirely 
of vernaccia, was sort of 
an introductory example, 
the closest to a conven- 
tional white wine, with just 
a hint of color. But it did 
have discernible, if gentle, 
tannins, felt in its fine sand- 
papery texture. It tasted 
to me of dried flowers and 
orange zest. 

The COS was made of 
grecanico, as garganega, the 
grape of Soave, is known 
in Sicily. I found it exceed- 
ingly fresh and energetic, 
floral and almost mead- 
owy in its breezy fragrance. 
Compared with the 
Montenidoli, it was quite a 
bit more tannic. 

So was the amber 
Ruscum, which was a blend 
of four grapes: trebbiano, 
malvasia, verdicchio and 
erechetto. It was herbal, 
spicy and peppery, with 
flavors of cloves and citrus 
zest. It seemed less fresh 
but equally delicious. 
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The Ruscum, by the way, 
is produced at a convent 
by Cistercian nuns, who 
in addition to vineyards 
have orchards and gardens, 
which they farm organi- 
cally. They also sell prod- 
ucts like jam, beer and 
chocolates. 

I would say the recep- 
tion for these wines was 
mixed. Some people, like 
Peter of Philadelphia, 
found the Montenidoli and 
COS not all that different 
from conventional white 
wines. Peter also tried an 
orange wine from Georgia, 
a Tevza Goruli Mtsvane, 
which spends five months 
or so in contact with the 
skins in qvevri, the tradi- 
tional Georgian amphora- 
like vessels that are made 
of clay and buried in the 
earth. He found it far more 
unusual and captivating 
than the other two. 

Frankly, I would love to 
devote a month to drinking 
such Georgian wines. Sadly, 
they would be too difficult 
to find in many parts of the 
country. Nonetheless, I 
would urge anybody who is 
interested to explore these 
fascinating wines. 

Although Peter found 
the COS unsurprising, it is 
often thought to be on the 
transgressive side. Olga 
Mosso of Germany recalled 
visiting a restaurant in 
Sicily where the owner 
warned her that the COS 
was avery different sort 
of wine that some people 
found odd. She ordered it 
all the same, and loved it. 

I hope this introduc- 
tion whets the appetite 
for further examination. I 
don’t drink orange wines 
frequently, but I have some 
that I love and others that 
did not move me. Yet I 
often find them compel- 
ling, particularly the more 
emphatic examples. 

I know, though, that 
these wines are not for 
everyone. That’s as it 
should be. For some it 
will be one and done. For 
others, it may be the begin- 
ning of a beautiful friend- 
ship. 
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atin will counter the winter chill 


Farro 


By Melissa Clark 
The New York Times 


Quick-cooking farro, 
with its nutty flavor and 
plump, chewy texture, is 
the darling of the grain 
bowl, the star of countless 
salads and the foundation 
of many traditional Italian 
soups. 

It’s also pretty wonder- 
ful mixed with mushrooms 
and cheese, and baked into 
a golden-topped gratin. 

Other than homey rice 
bakes, there aren’t a lot 
of grain gratin recipes, 
possibly because grains 
are already filling enough, 
needing no extra heft from 
the addition of dairy and 
eggs, 

But in the depths of 
winter, when rib-sticking 
dishes are at their most 
appealing, a farro and 
mushroom gratin can be 
exactly right. And this one 
works on its own, served 
as a meatless main course 
(maybe rounded out with 
acrisp green salad), or as 
arich side dish alongside 
chicken or fish. 

The most efficient way to 
make this recipe is to work 
through the steps concur- 
rently. While the farro 
simmers away in one pot, 
you can brown the mush- 
rooms in a skillet. Just be 
sure to get them deeply 
bronzed so they condense 
and caramelize. 

After that, the shallots 
need only abrief stint in 
that same skillet — just 
enough so they’re tender 
and sweet. 

I added mascarpone to 
give this gratin an espe- 
cially creamy core, but feel 
free to substitute creme 
fraiche. The mascarpone is 
plusher and denser, but the 
pronounced tanginess of 
creme fraiche can be a nice 
contrast to the earthiness of 
the farro and mushrooms. 

One thing to keep in 
mind is that farro can differ 
wildly among brands. Most 
of what you'll find in the 
USS. is pearled, or semi- 


pearled, meaning that some 
or all of the bran has been 


removed so it’s quicker to 
cook. But you can also use 
whole-grain farro. It will 
take longer to soften (about 
an hour or so), butit’s a 

lot more nutritious and 
chewier, too, in a good way. 
Wheat berries and barley 
will also make fine substi- 
tutes. And if you’re looking 
for something gluten-free, 
try wild rice or brown rice. 
Gratins like this one are 
easy to adapt. 

On that note, you can 
also change up the vege- 
tables. Leftover roasted 
cauliflower, winter squash 
or Brussels sprouts will all 
work nicely, as will garlicky 
sautéed kale, and they make 
this warming dinner even 
easier to prepare — though 
no less satisfying to eat. 


Farro and mushroom gratin 


Total time: 45 minutes 

Salt and black pepper 

12 cups pearled or semi-pearled farro 
6 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil, plus 
more as needed 

1 pound mixed mushrooms (such as 
oyster, maitake, portobello, shiitake or 
cremini), cut into 12-inch pieces 

6 to 8 fresh thyme sprigs 

1 cup thinly sliced shallots, leeks or 
onion 

1 cup mascarpone or créme fraiche 

1 cup chopped parsley leaves and 
tender stems, chives, mint or cilantro 
8 ounces shredded Gruyére (12/3 cups) 
Lemon wedges, for serving (optional) 
1. Heat oven to 425 degrees. Bring a 
medium pot of well-salted water toa 
boil over high heat. 

2. Add farro to the pot, and cook 
according to package directions until 
tender (which should be about 20 to 





Earthy grains are baked with caramelized mushrooms and loads of cheese for a satisfying meatless meal. DAVID MALOSH/THE NEW YORK TIMES 


30 minutes). Drain well in a colander. 
While still warm (and leaving the farro 
in the colander, if you like), drizzle the 
grains with enough olive oil to coat 
lightly, tossing well to prevent from 
sticking. Set aside. 

3. While farro is cooking, prepare 
the mushrooms: In a large ovenproof 
skillet, heat 3 tablespoons of the 

oil over medium-high until hot but 

not smoking. Add enough of the 
mushrooms to cover the skillet in 

one layer without crowding and half 
the thyme. Cook, undisturbed, until 
bottoms of the mushrooms are golden 
brown, 3 to 5 minutes. Stir and let 
brown on the other side, 2 to 3 minutes 
more. Use a slotted spoon to transfer 
mushrooms and thyme to a plate, 
and season with salt and pepper. 

Add another 2 tablespoons oil to the 
pan and repeat with another layer of 
mushrooms and thyme, adding them 
to the plate when done. Repeat with 


SERIOUSLY SIMPLE 


Savor this comforting, savory 
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more mushrooms if necessary. 

4. Add remaining 1 tablespoon oil to 
skillet and stir in shallots and a large 
pinch of salt and pepper. Sauté until 
tender and golden brown, 4 to 6 
minutes. 

5.Remove skillet from heat and return 
mushrooms to pan (discarding thyme 
sprigs). Stir in farro, mascarpone and 
34, Cup parsley. Taste and add more salt 
and pepper, if needed. Spread mixture 
evenly in the skillet and sprinkle 
Gruyére on top. Bake until the farro 

is hot and Gruyére is melted, 10 to 15 
minutes. Turn on broiler and broil for 

1 to 2 minutes until Gruyére starts to 
bubble and develops brown spots. 

6. Sprinkle with remaining parsley and 
serve with lemon wedges for squeezing 
on top, if you’d like. 

Note: If you’re using tangy créme 
fraiche instead of mascarpone, you 
may not need the lemon. Taste before 
squeezing. 





7 val : : 
i a a = am 
rie my oe Poe =r ; " alia 7: . 
7 c ni ri 
. 4 1 
7. ta i 
es _— 


Cooking these potatoes in very salty water seasons them and makes them easy to smash. 
KENDRA ELIZABETH SMITH/AMERICA’S TEST KITCHEN 


Salt creates a smashing 
take on roasted potatoes 


America’s Test Kitchen 


In this recipe, salt does double duty: Not 
only does it give the potatoes their salty 
taste, but it also gives them their creamy 
texture. 

There’s a lot more salt dissolved in the 
super-salty boiling water than there is in 
the raw potatoes. So, as the spuds cook, 
some of that dissolved salt moves from the 
water into the potatoes, seasoning them 


Salt-and-vinegar 
smashed potatoes 


Makes: 4 servings 

2 quarts water 

1% cups salt 

2 pounds small red potatoes 

Vegetable oil spray 

¥, cup extra-virgin olive oil 

3 tablespoons malt vinegar 

Y¥% teaspoon pepper 

1. Adjust oven rack to the upper-middle 
position and heat oven to 450 degrees. Set 
a cooling rack inside one rimmed baking 
sheet. 

2.Add water to a large pot and bring to boil 
over medium-high heat. Add salt to water 
and stir with slotted spoon until dissolved. 
Add potatoes to pot. Cook potatoes until 
very tender and a paring knife slips in and 
out easily, 20 to 30 minutes. 

3. Use a slotted spoon to transfer potatoes 


all the way through. (Thanks, diffusion!) 

The salt also breaks down pectin in the 
potatoes (pectin is like a glue that holds 
the potatoes’ cells together). As the pectin 
breaks down, the cells inside the potatoes 
start to separate. 

At the same time, lots of tiny starch 
granules in the potatoes’ cells absorb 
water and swell up (think tiny sponges), 
giving the potato a creamy, smashable 
texture. 


to the cooling rack set in the baking sheet. 
Let potatoes sit to dry out for 10 minutes. 
4. Meanwhile, spray a second rimmed 
baking sheet with vegetable oil spray. Use a 
pastry brush to evenly coat the baking sheet 
with olive oil. 

5. When potatoes are dry, transfer 
potatoes to the oiled baking sheet. Use a 
1-cup dry measuring cup to press down on 
each potato to flatten until Y2-inch thick. 

6. Use aclean pastry brush to paint 
potatoes with half of the vinegar. Sprinkle 
potatoes with pepper. 

7. Roast until potatoes are well browned 
and crisp, 30 to 35 minutes. Transfer baking 
sheet to cooling rack. Use a pastry brush to 
carefully paint potatoes with the remaining 
vinegar. Serve. 

Notes: Use small red potatoes measuring 1 
to 2 inches in diameter. If you prefer to use 
kosher salt, you will need 1 34 cups of Morton 
kosher salt or 2 4% cups of Diamond Crystal. 


dish of white bean soup 


By Diane Rossen Worthington 
Tribune Content Agency 


Chock-full of red Swiss chard leaves, 
vibrant orange butternut squash nuggets 
and mahogany red bits of oil-marinated 
sun-dried tomatoes, this soup is soul-sat- 
isfying. 

One of my favorites, this soup balances 
an exceptional lightness with the sturdy 
flavor of white beans. Red Swiss chard, 
butternut squash and sun-dried tomatoes 


add color and subtle texture to this savory 
soup. 

I like to serve this along with a mixed 
seasonal green salad studded with apple 
nuggets, creamy goat cheese crumbles 
and toasted pine nuts, which adds its own 
distinctive toast flavor. For a complete 
meal, accompany with chunks of warm 
sourdough or French bread and fresh 
butter. 

The soup may be kept up to three days 
in the refrigerator. 





Red Swiss chard, butternut squash and sun-dried tomatoes add color and subtle texture to 
this savory soup. DIANE ROSSEN WORTHINGTON/TNS 


White bean soup 


Makes: 6 to 8 servings 

1 cup (2 pound) Great Northern or other 
white beans 

2 tablespoons olive oil 

2 large leeks, white part only, cleaned and 
finely chopped 

2 medium carrots, peeled and coarsely 
chopped 

34, pound butternut squash, peeled and diced 
3 garlic cloves, peeled 

¥%, Cup sun-dried tomatoes in oil, drained, and 
thinly sliced 

1 bunch red Swiss chard, leaves only 

8 cups chicken stock 

Salt 

Freshly ground black pepper 

Bay leaf 

Pinch cayenne pepper 

¥%, cup finely chopped parsley 

To garnish: 

Ys, cup finely chopped mixed fresh herbs such 
as Chives, thyme and parsley 


Fruity olive, to drizzle 

¥, cup freshly grated Parmesan cheese 

1. Soak beans overnight in cold water to 
generously cover; or do a quick soak by 
bringing them to boil in water to cover, 
boiling 2 minutes, covering, and letting stand 
1 hour. Drain beans, reserving 2 cups soaking 
liquid. 

2. Inalarge soup pot, heat oil, add leeks and 
saute over medium heat about 5 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. 

3. Add carrots and saute another 3 minutes. 
Add squash, garlic, sun-dried tomatoes 

and Swiss chard to soup pot. Cook about 3 
minutes or until chard begins to wilt. 

4. Add stock, salt and pepper and bay leaf. 
Partially cover and simmer about 1 hour, or 
until beans are tender. Remove bay leaf. With 
a hand blender, puree the soup, leaving some 
whole pieces of chard and squash. 

5. Add salt, pepper, cayenne pepper and 
parsley. Taste for seasoning. 

6. Serve soup garnished with herbs, olive oil 
drizzle and Parmesan cheese. 


